
CAMPAIGNERS 
LOSE PUB BATTLE 


CARAVANS 

Swift action pledge 
over traveller camp 

COUNCIL bosses say travellers who have 
moved onto land in Rowley Regis will be 
forced to leave ‘as quickly as possible’. 

Nine caravans pitched up on land off 
Angela Avenue last Friday, sparking com¬ 
plaints from people living nearby. 

Sandwell Council has vowed to take 
swift action. 

Paul Moore, cabinet member for regen¬ 
eration and economy, said: “Illegal en¬ 
campments will not be tolerated and we 
are currently going through the legal pro¬ 
cess to remove the travellers as quickly as 
possible.” 


Report by David Cosgrove 


CAMPAIGNERS have lost 
their fight against plans to 
turn a Halesowen pub into a 
supermarket - despite more 
than 650 people signing a pe¬ 
tition in a bid to save it. 

New River Rail has been granted 
planning permission for the develop¬ 
ment at the Hasbury Inn — on a com¬ 
mittee chairman’s casting vote. 

A petition opposing the plan was signed by 
674 people and submitted to Dudley Council. 

Councillor Simon Phipps told the council’s 
planning committee that residents were ‘over¬ 
whelmingly against this application’. 

But Tom Hallett, on behalf of New River Re¬ 
tail, said the pub was failing and the plans for 
a store run by The Co-operative Group would 
rejuvenate the building. 

“I understand concerns have been raised by 
residents, but there’s been a struggle to keep 
the pub profitable and a significant decline in 
the beer sold means the business is no longer 
viable,” he said. 

Mr Hallett said turning the Hagley Road pub 
into a supermarket would create 20 new jobs 
and also offer increased choice for shoppers. 

However, Councillor Phipps said: “It’s obvi¬ 
ous that the last thing the community needs is 
another shop. 

“It’s important to state that the council will 
be setting a precedent that would say it’s okay 
for development companies to turn our most 
valued community assets into convenience 
stores. 

“What community assets will turn into con¬ 
venience stores next?” 

He added: “Residents are overwhelmingly 
against this application.” 

Converting 

Developer New River Retail has taken over 
many pubs in the Black Country and set about 
converting them into supermarkets. 

One of the committee opposed to the plans at 
Monday’s meeting was Councillor Colin Elcock, 
who said: “If they open this supermarket there 
it’s the last thing that area needs. 

“There are four shops within easy walking 
distance of this pub and I just think it’s a real 
shame to see a pub like the Hasbury turned 
into another shop.” 

His Conservative colleague Councillor David 
Vickers said: “This is a community asset, 600 
people have said they don’t want this and we 
should be listening to them. 

“We’re losing too many pubs,” he added. 

The proposals were passed on chairman 
Councillor Qadar Zada’s deciding vote. 

He said: “If all the people who signed the pe¬ 
tition had used the Hasbury Inn we probably 
wouldn’t be in this position.” 


IT’S BACK TO THE TUDORS AT HADEN OLD HALL 



Haden Old Hall’s Tudor characters — in costume are Ken Waterhouse, Jean Drew, Ray Drew, Helen Holliday and Mark Aston 


TUDOR times were brought back to life dur¬ 
ing a history day at Haden Old Hall. 

Music and dancing helped to take people 
back to the 16th century at the house in Cra- 
dley Heath. The hall was originally built in 
the late 1600s but has parts dating back to 
the Tudor period, and is attached to Haden 
Hill House Museum. 

On Sunday staff and volunteers welcomed 
scores of people to an open afternoon where 
costumed characters entertained the crowds. 

Visitors were able to see beautiful birds of 
prey in the grounds and learn more about 


how they were used in Tudor times for hunt¬ 
ing. Many of the birds which were common in 
Tudor times are now dwindling in numbers. 

Museum services manager Jane Hanney, 
from Sandwell Museums Service, said: “The 
Old Hall isn’t open to the public all the time, 
unlike the Victorian museum next door, so it 
is great on open days to see the house come 
alive with historic characters. 

“The hall was probably built in the late 
1600s but parts of it may date to the Tudor 
period. 

“It has been heavily restored and the 


Friends of Haden Hill Estate have painted 
the inside with some fabulous historic colours 
such as red and yellow ochre. 

“It has transformed the look of the build¬ 
ing.” 

Haden Hill House Museum will host a 
craft afternoon on Sunday. The tearoom will 
be open for afternoon tea from 2pm until 
4.30pm. 

Staff continue the craft theme with a peg 
doll making workshop on August 23, costing 
£1.50, and the birds of prey will make a re¬ 
turn to the site on August 30 from 2pm. 


VANDALISM 

Yobs are targeting 
former depot site 

VANDALS are trespassing on the site of 
a former distribution centre in Rowley 
Regis, spraying graffiti, drinking alco¬ 
hol and setting fires. 

Youths are hanging around the for¬ 
mer Norbert Dentressangle depot in 
Doulton Road. The derelict site has 
been bought by Mar City Homes and 
police have been in discussions with 
the firm over securing it. Officers are 
conducting regular patrols. 

More than 200 homes are to be built 
on the site after plans were approved. 


ROAD 

No safety measures 
despite speeders 

HIGHWAYS bosses have ruled out in¬ 
troducing traffic-calming measures on a 
road where a police sting found more than 
half of motorists were travelling above the 
speed limit. 

Residents and local councillors have 
called for action over Codsall Road in 
Cradley Heath, but Sandwell Council said 
changes are not needed as there have 
been no recorded ‘traffic injuries’ in the 
area over the last five years. 

A police speed monitoring operation 
along the stretch earlier this year recorded 
a staggering 59 per cent of vehicles ignor¬ 
ing the 30mph speed limit. 


INSIDE 


MEET THE 
JAMBUSTERS 



SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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HS2 will help London, not Midlands 

THE £50 billion HS2 project will cluster fact local trains need to run from east to of connected projects. These include 
resources at London and is the ‘wrong west, not just down to London. That is extending the Midland Metro from 
answer’ for the West Midlands, accord- what would help build a stronger local Wednesbury to Brierley Hill through 
ing to the leader of the Green Party. economy. Dudley town centre and introducing 

Speaking to The Chronicle’s sister “HS2 is the wrong answer for the super-fast electric bus services linking 
newspaper, the Express & Star, Natalie West Midlands. It would be much more HS2 stations to the i54 in Wolverhamp- 
Bennett said the scheme’s huge bill beneficial if the Government were to ton as well as Halesowen and Walsall, 
would be better spent on local infra- put the same amount of investment But Miss Bennett is in no doubt which 
structure in the Black Country. into local infrastructure, particularly in part of the country would benefit most 

Her damning assessment comes just terms of encouraging people to walk and from the high-speed rail line. She added: 
weeks after the region’s business lead- cycle, and into improving bus services.” “Under the HS2 proposals 72 percent of 
ers revealed a £3.3bn vision for the HS2 A Midlands Growth Strategy devel- journeys would be people travelling into 
that would create 52,000 jobs. oped by Greater Birmingham & Solihull London. All HS2 will achieve is an even 

Miss Bennett said: “Those behind Local Enterprise Partnership seeks to greater focus of resources around the 
the scheme seemed to have missed the secure Government funding for dozens capital.” 

Taxpayers 'ripped off' 
by authority set-up 



Green Party’s Natalie Bennett 


TAXPAYERS in the Black Country 
are being ‘ripped off’ by the set¬ 
up costs of the West Midlands 
Combined Authority, it has been 
claimed - as each borough pays 
the same as Birmingham. 

West Midlands MEP Bill Etheridge 
said the second city should pay more 
towards the £2.1 million cost instead 
of it being divided equally between 
seven councils. 

But the UKIP MEP and Dudley council¬ 
lor’s comments have come under fire from 
the leader of Sandwell Council, Darren 
Cooper, who said the equal cost would en¬ 
sure every area had an equal say. 

Mr Etheridge, who represents Sedgley 
on Dudley Council, said the cost was being 
split equally between Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Walsall, Sandwell, Birmingham, 
Coventry and Solihull — each authority 
budgeting £300,000. 

He accused Dudley Council’s Labour 
leadership of allowing the borough to be 
‘ripped off. “Going on the results of the 
2011 census, residents are having to pay 
more than three times the price per head 
as those in Birmingham,” he said. 

“Birmingham City Council should be 
paying the lion’s share of the costs as they 
have a far greater budget. 

Warning 

“The poor old Dudley taxpayer is having 
a raw deal here. UKIP have been warning 
people about the pitfalls of entering into 
any kind of political union with Birming¬ 
ham. It seems the Labour Council have 
fallen straight into the very first trap.” 

The census in 2011 put the population 
of Birmingham at 1,073,000, in Dudley it 
is 312,000. 

But Councillor Cooper, who has led the 
Black Country’s negotiations with other 
councils on the combined authority, which 
some have called a ‘super council’, said: 
“Mr Etheridge would be the first to com¬ 
plain if Birmingham had a greater say than 
each of the four Black Country boroughs. 

“This is about us all being equals. If we 
want that equality between us, then we 
have to be fair to each other. If Birming¬ 
ham put in more than us, there would be 
people in the city saying they should get 
the lion’s share of the benefits as well.” 


Mayor and MP scale peak for charities 



The triumphant Dudley climbers reach Bert’s Peace Cairn on top of Ben Nevis, raising over £1,500 


A GROUP of fundraisers, including 
Dudley North MP Ian Austin, have 
reached the summit of Ben Nevis 
in honour of a peace campaigner. 

The walkers conquered the 
Britain’s highest peak in memory 
of Bert Bissell and took the Black 
Country hag up with them. 

The group including councillors 
Dave Tyler and Keiran Casey have 
raised hundreds of pounds for the 
Mayor of Dudley’s charities, with 
Mayor Councillor Steve Waltho 
also on the expedition. 


Mr Bissell, who died aged 96 in 
1998, was a former probation of¬ 
ficer who lived in Selborne Road, 
Dudley. He founded the Young 
Men’s Bible Class at Vicar Street. 

The campaigner and climber 
reached the summit of Ben Nevis 
on VJ Day in 1945 and returned 
many times, constructing a Peace 
Cairn on top of the Scottish moun¬ 
tain. 

The group of climbers took a pho¬ 
tograph at the cairn on Wednesday 
(August 5). After they reach the 


summit, Mr Austin tweeted: “Mis¬ 
sion accomplished” but admitted 
the team were cold and drenched 
after difficult weather conditions. 

Following in Mr Bissell’s foot¬ 
steps, they have raised more than 
£1,500 so far. This will be shared 
between Councillor Waltho’s cho¬ 
sen charities — the Hope Centre 
in Halesowen, The What Centre in 
Stourbridge, More Mascots Please 
in Brierley Hill, Georgina Unit at 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley 
and West Midlands Lupus UK. 


Samaritans in 
plea for aid 
as funding 
running dry 

A CHARITY has issued a desperate 
plea for support with bosses fearing it 
could close if it does not receive a cash 
injection. 

Brierley Hill Samaritans needs to 
raise £20,000 each year just to continue 
running and is currently having to rely 
on its reserves. 

The charity offers an around-the-clock 
support line for people who often turn to 
them when at their lowest ebb. 

Bosses are now calling on businesses 
and residents to help ensure the vital 
service is not lost. 

The branch in Albion Street takes 
more than 25,000 calls each year from 
people in crisis. 

Branch chairman Graham Bristow 
said: “Each Samaritans branch in an 
independent charity and has to raise its 
own money to be able to function. 

“We are currently looking at £20,000 a 
year to maintain our branch. 

Listeners 

“It’s something we have to raise. Our 
volunteers act as listeners but they 
are also having to be out there raising 
money. Some companies select a charity 
to support for 12 months and that would 
be an ideal scenario for us.” 

A significant outlay on upgrading com¬ 
puters has put a further strain on the 
budget. The upgrade was necessary as 
Samaritans now keeps in contact with 
many people through SMS messaging 
and email. 

Anyone interested in donating should 
email bhsgraham@icloud.com 

Village campaign 
over bank closure 

THE chairman of a parish council is 
urging people to lodge their objections 
to plans to close a village’s bank branch. 

Barclays has confirmed it will shut its 
branch in Worcester Road, Hagley, on 
November 20. This will leave a branch 
of Lloyds Bank and the Post Office avail¬ 
able for banking services in the village. 

Councillor Steve Colella has launched 
a campaign to prevent the closure and is 
urging customers to write to the bank in 
a bid to persuade them to re-think. 

Barclays says the number of people 
using the branch had dropped during 
the past year and a large number of cus¬ 
tomers already use nearby branches. 

Councillor Colella said: “The head of¬ 
fice of Barclays Bank is unaware of the 
increase in population that Hagley will 
be seeing in the coming years.” 

Games area plan 
at primary school 

A MULTI-USE games area will be cre¬ 
ated at a Halesowen school under new 
proposals. Headteacher of Tenterfields 
Primary School, Rhian Welsh, has sub¬ 
mitted a planning application to Dudley 
Council. A decision will be made within 
three months. 



ABLE & BROMLEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 


UPTO 
75% OFF 


Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates 




_ Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C : www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Homeclad 


■3 



■ • FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN ± 
THE MIDLANDS Tj 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 -y 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot ■ 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Police cuts 
mean more 
crime, says 
trade boss 

CRIME will increase in the Black 
Country if community police officers 
are taken off the streets, warns a 
business leader. 

Up to 2,500 officers and civil¬ 
ian staff are set to lose their jobs in 
swingeing West Midlands Police cuts. 
The move is expected to hit commu¬ 
nity policing hardest, with 650 PCSOs 
set to go. 

Halesowen Chamber of Trade fear 
the town could be in the firing line 
with reported crime lower than other 
areas. 

But chairman Wayne Edwards be¬ 
lieves the figures could be distorted 
due to traders being put off reporting 
crime. 

He said: “You have to ring 101 for 
a non-emergency now and there can 
be a time delay. I rang 101 and didn’t 
get a call back for three or four days. 

“What is happening is traders are 
not reporting crime because they 
don’t think it is worth it, they can’t 
hold the suspect. 

“It is going to deteriorate even 
more over the next few months, the 
presence of PCSOs is going to be lost.” 

Halesowen is currently covered by 
two shifts each made up of two of¬ 
ficers and three PCSOs, but this is 
expected to a reduced. 

Mr Edwards is set to meet with po¬ 
lice chiefs to discuss his concerns that 
cuts in officer numbers will result in 
more crime. 

“Crime is going to increase,” he 
added. “We might not have the high¬ 
est reported crime but people are not 
reporting it.” 

Problem parking 
on a busy street 

PARKING restrictions may be 
brought in to solve issues with a 
clogged street near Stourbridge Junc¬ 
tion train station. 

People living in Chawn Park Drive 
complain of problems caused by com¬ 
muters parking near the busy station. 

Extra police patrols have been car¬ 
ried out in the road following com¬ 
plaints about large numbers of cars 
causing congestion at peak times. 

Pedmore and Stourbridge East 
neighbourhood officer Sergeant Andy 
Holder said the residents have urged 
the authorities to take action. 

He said: “The highways department 
at Dudley Council have been made 
aware and are currently looking into 
this with a view to possibly putting in 
some parking restrictions.” 

School gets two 
new classrooms 

TWO classrooms will be built at a 
Dudley primary school creating 105 
new pupil places. Priory Primary, in 
Limes Road, has a current capacity of 
525 pupils but the new development 
will mean this is increased to 630. 


Man on legal high hit pregnant partner 


A MAN who hit his pregnant partner and smashed 
a hole into a door at their Dudley home after taking 
a legal high has been jailed for 11 months. 

Ricky Handy, aged 26, had also been drinking 
when the argument with his former girlfriend 
turned ugly. 

Miss Elizabeth Power, prosecuting, told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court that Handy admitted assault 
occasioning bodily harm and two offences of crimi¬ 
nal damage. 

He admitted assaulting Sarah Ralston on a basis 
that at the time ‘he was drunk and took a legal 
high’. 

“He did not intend to hurt her, but accepts his 
behaviour was reckless,” Miss Power said. “They 


had been in a three-year relationship. At the time 
they had an 18-month-old child and his partner was 
pregnant. She rents her home from the defendant’s 
mother and he would stay over approximately one 
night a week. She thought he was not behaving like 
himself and they had money issues.” 

She said that Handy, of Baptist End Road, Neth- 
erton, was verbally abusive, saying that he was ‘sick 
of her’ and that he wanted her to leave. 

He went to a shop in Brierley Hill and spent £15 
on a legal high and had alcohol. When he returned 
he threw a missile at his girlfriend’s £3,000 TV set, 
breaking the screen. He picked up a plastic bag con¬ 
taining a metal pole which he threw at her, causing 
her eyebrow to bleed, and grabbed her by the throat. 


Days later Miss Ralston was woken by the sound 
of something being smashed. It was a door panel. 
She called the police and Handy was arrested. 

Mr Graham Russell, defending, said Handy had 
taken a legal high known as Lotus. 

A friend, Wayne Neal, had described how he saw a 
recent change in Handy caused by him taking legal 
highs and drinking. 

For assault Handy was jailed for 10 months, 
for damaging the TV two months concurrent, for 
smashing the door he was jailed for one month to 
run consecutively. 

Judge John Warner said: “Your offending is ag¬ 
gravated by the fact that a child was present and 
you were in drink and had taken drugs.” 


Thousands at schools 
containing asbestos 


THOUSANDS of children in the 
Black Country are attending 
schools that still have asbestos in 
their structures. 

Some 86 per cent of schools still contain 
the substance, which can cause health 
problems if disturbed. A total of 101 of 
Dudley’s 107 schools have asbestos. 

The figure is 69 out of 76 schools in Wolver¬ 
hampton and 216 of Worcestershire’s 243. The 
number of schools is not available for Sandwell 
but figures show that 46,880 pupils in Sandwell 
attend schools were asbestos is present. 

There overall figure is 344,886 pupils in the 
Black Country, Staffordshire and Worcester¬ 
shire attending schools where there is asbestos. 

Asbestos was banned as a building material 
in 1999 but there is no legal requirement to 
remove it - and councils insist children are not 
at risk. 

If a person is exposed to asbestos dust dur¬ 
ing building work it can lead to serious health 
problems including mesothelioma, a type of 
cancer. 

Funding 

Campaigners say the Government should 
provide funding for schools to get rid of asbes¬ 
tos. 

Councillor Ian Cooper, Dudley’s children’s 
services chief, said: “Any major programme 
of complete asbestos removal in our schools 
would be extremely costly as well as being dis¬ 
ruptive to teaching and learning. 

“Whilst we understand people’s concerns 
about asbestos, particularly in schools, we 
would reassure them that we have a robust 
management programme for regulation and 
control. It is deemed to be safe if it is in an 
undamaged condition. 

“There is also a strict policy which is fol¬ 
lowed when any building work is carried out 
at schools. An asbestos survey is carried out 
before any work is undertaken to ensure the 
safety of children and staff.” 

Asbestos in Schools campaign leader Michael 
Lees’s wife Gina was exposed to asbestos while 
working as a nursery teacher and died of mes¬ 
othelioma at the age of 51. 

The 67-year-old, from Devon, said: “We ac¬ 
cept removing asbestos from all schools can 
only be done over a long period. 

“We believe the Government should adopt 
long-term policies to eventually eradicate all 
asbestos from schools.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

BostiiT ball raises 
more than £2k 

MORE than £2,000 has been raised 
for good causes as Miss Black Country 
hosted her charity ball. 

Jade Seeker hosted a hostin’ variety 
show which mixed live music, comedy, 
prize auctions with food served up for 
guests on Friday night at The Village 
Hotel in Dudley. 

Black Country band The Empty 
Can performed, alongside comedienne 
Marlene, The Black Country Wench. 

In total £2,133.67 was raised to 
be donated to the pageant’s charity 
Beauty With a Purpose which helps 
disadvantaged children. 

more mortgage 
applications made 

THE Tipton and Coseley Building So¬ 
ciety has reported a 10 per cent rise in 
mortgage applications during the first 
half of this year. 

Between January and June, the 
society which also has branches in 
Sedgley and Bilston processed £38.29 
million of mortgage applications. The 
amount was up from £33.72m for the 
same period last year. 

Richard Newton, the Tipton’s chief 
executive, said: “Interest rates remain 
at a historical low level and people are 
taking advantage of the competitive 
rates on offer.” 

Landmark cannon 
suddenly removed 

THE cannon in front of Brierley Hill 
War Memorial has been removed 
without warning. 

The ornamental cannon took pride 
of place on Church Hill. Residents 
feared it had been stolen but it has ac¬ 
tually been removed by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, which is securing the site due to 
landslip concerns. 

Environment boss Councillor Hi¬ 
lary Bills said the ornamental cannon 
will be returned in October after res¬ 
toration work to the wall and bank. 

Dark Ages theme for 
village's carnival day 

A DARK Ages re-enactment group 
will be joining in the fun at a revived 
village carnival. 

Dormston Carnival is being held on 
Saturday on the fields of Dormston 
School, in Sedgley. 

Warriors will be demonstrating 
Dark Ages combat and also craft skills 
at the event off Mill Bank, from 11am 
to 5pm. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
Transport Group will also be display¬ 
ing vehicles made in the region. 

Watches are stolen 

THREE watches and a collection of 
cuff links were stolen from a home in 
Worcester Road, Clent, near Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Thieves broke in between at around 
12.15pm on Wedneday, August 5, at 
the rear of the property setting off an 
alarm. Call West Mercia Police on 101. 
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THE BEST OF Ht 

PETERRHODES^^ 

A WOMAN in Cambridge has proudly displayed her 
courgette which is seven feet long. Where is Frankie 
Howerd when you need him? 

REMEMBER the Olympic legacy? That was the theory 
that we Brits, fired by the example of the 2012 London 
Olympics, would take up running, jumping and organised 
sports and become a nation of sleek, snake-hipped ath¬ 
letes. As you may have noticed, it hasn’t happened. This 
is probably because the real lesson of the Olympics was 
how much fun it is to slob out on the sofa for a fortnight 
with burgers and fizzy drinks, watching other people 
going purple in the quest for gold. The real beneficiaries 
of the 2012 Games were the sponsors, including the 
burger and cola firms. Sport Minister Tracey Crouch has 
announced a new consultation on the legacy, declaring: 
“Sport has such a positive impact on people’s lives and 
I want to embed participation into this nation’s DNA.” 
Good luck but I fear hamburgers are already embedded. 

FAREWELL, Cilia Black, gone 
far too early. Those of us of a 
certain age will remember her 
not as the motherly trouper of 
Blind Date but as the bewitch¬ 
ing, fragile singer of the 1960s 
who could Step Inside Love and 
make your heart gasp. Part of 
that wonderful, exciting, hope¬ 
ful, innocent world of a truly 
amazing decade is no more. Back in the Sixties 
it took us a while to tune in to the Liverpool accents. I re¬ 
member being puzzled by Cilia’s line which went: “Where 
the curs of the days will be carried away by the smile on 
your face.” Where were these curs being carried to? 

SO, after the collapse of Kids Company, how many 
voluntary organisations will be available to take over 
some of its work? The answer may surprise you. Britain 
has about 60,000 children’s charities. Should this make 
us feel terribly proud or deeply ashamed? 

A READER says his local college is offering English for 
Speakers of Other Languages under the snappy acronym 
ESOL. Fie asks, what initials would they use if the lan¬ 
guage was Arabic? 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Mother blames son's 
death on legal highs 


A MOTHER has issued a stark warning about 
the dangers of legal highs, saying they led to 
her son’s suicide. 

Benjamin Westwood, known as Ashley, killed him¬ 
self at his Amblecote home in May, aged 49. 

Mr Westwood had started taking legal highs in the year 
prior to his death and these had ‘changed his personality’ 
dramatically, his mother Jacqueline Westwood told Black 


Country Coroners Court. 

He became depressed and 
self-harmed, and this led to 
several stays in hospital. 

Assistant coroner Rally 
Cheema recorded a verdict 
of suicide after his mother 
found Mr Westwood hanged 
at his home in Perivale Way 
on May 27. 

After the hearing, Mrs 
Westwood said: “Legal highs 
are so easy to get hold of and 
Ashley had taken them for 
the last six to 12 months. 
You can just go on the inter¬ 
net and get them delivered 
to your door - it’s that easy. 

“Taking those drugs 
changed his personality 
and I think that was a big 
contributing factor to what 
happened. 

Paranoid 

“He became paranoid and 
I think they would’ve been a 
large part of that.” 

After recording her ver¬ 
dict, Miss Cheema said: “It’s 
very tragic for a mother to 
find her son in the circum¬ 
stances that you did. I’m 
very sorry that’s something 
you had to experience. 

“It’s clear to me from 


by David Cosgrove 

the evidence that it was Mr 
Westwood’s intention to 
take his life. The only con¬ 
clusion I can record is one of 
suicide.” 

Mrs Westwood also said 
she repeatedly raised con¬ 
cerns about her son’s wel¬ 
fare but was not listened to. 

She said the mental 
health system had failed 
Ashley, and asked: “Why 
didn’t anybody do any¬ 
thing?” 

Mr Westwood, who was 
trained as a chef, hair¬ 
dresser and chiropodist, 
spent time in hospital volun¬ 
tarily in January. However, 
he told medical staff that he 
was not feeling suicidal and 
they had no powers to force 
him to stay in the hospital. 
He was due to receive care 
at home but rejected a num¬ 
ber of opportunities. 

She said his personality 
altered in January but be¬ 
fore then: “He was helpful, 
a bundle of laughs and was 
bright and cheerful. Every¬ 
body misses him dread¬ 
fully.” 


Police smash fuel card scam 



An image of a man police want to speak to about fuel fraud 


A FUEL card cloning scam 
centred on a Halesowen 
garage saw £30,000 worth 
of petrol and diesel stolen 
across Birmingham 

One person has been sen¬ 
tenced for his part and a 
CCTV image of another sus¬ 
pect has been released. 

Garage cashier Khaled 
Abdulkawi cloned at least 46 
cards at the Esso Falcon ser¬ 
vice station in Bromsgrove 
Road and passed them to 
accomplices, who topped up 
their tanks at the expense of 
companies signed up to the 
Allstar fuel card scheme. 

Abdulkawi, aged 26, of 
Dorothy Adams Close, Cra- 
dley Heath, copied the cards 
between November 2013 
and May 2014 before accom¬ 
plices used them. 

He admitted three counts 
of fraud and was given an 
18-month jail term sus¬ 
pended for two years, and 
ordered to carry out 300 
hours of unpaid commu¬ 
nity work, at Birmingham 
Crown Court on July 23. 

A 38-year-old man was 
arrested and bailed pending 
inquiries. 

Police have also released 
an image of a man they 
want to speak to. Call the 
Economic Crime Unit on 
101, or anonymously on 
0800 555 111. 


Bosses are 
backing 
combined 
authority 

BUSINESS leaders from 
three chambers of com¬ 
merce have backed plans to 
create a combined authority 
for the West Midlands. 

Chief executives of cham¬ 
bers in the Black Country, 
Coventry and Warwickshire 
and Greater Birmingham 
said they were supporting 
the seven metropolitan 
council leaders in wanting 
to set up the West Midlands 
Combined Authority. 

They endorsed it in a let¬ 
ter ahead of a conference in 
Birmingham where council 
leaders and business figures 
will discuss the authority, 
dubbed a ‘super-council’ 
by some, taking on powers 
over regeneration, skills and 
transport from the Govern¬ 
ment. 

It takes place at the Bir¬ 
mingham Chamber of Com¬ 
merce offices in Edgbaston 
on Wednesday, August 19. 

The chambers’ letter, 
signed by Margaret Corneby 
from the Black Country, 
Louise Bennett for Coven¬ 
try and Warwickshire and 
Paul Faulkner for Greater 
Birmingham, said the coun¬ 
cil leaders had provided ‘a 
powerful basis for a success¬ 
ful combined authority’. 

It added: “We would now 
like to add formally the 
weight of the three leading 
business support organisa¬ 
tions in the area, represent¬ 
ing the private enterprise 
that will be vital to the suc¬ 
cess of combined authority. 

“Businesses in our re¬ 
gions see this as a tremen¬ 
dous opportunity.” 


Is Your Old Suite: 

Looking a little tired and worn??? ! 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
iooos of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAP’s 
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TERY SERVICE 

Sofa Style 

■ m | ■ m | Chatsworth House, 

Ih 1^ Ih Ih Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DY 9 8RD 

STIMATES 0x384 892,018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 
ly/CA Open Mon - Saturday lOam - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 
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NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT «. FREE FITTING 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



n 

O 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

LJ 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


CALL 01245 396910 



| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

3 New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Hark (Emmtry 
(glazing " " 


. Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 

10 Year Guarantee 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
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Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 
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Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beat enii 

OI384 834197 
07927 014217 
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Whatever your type of property, you’ll be 
blown away by our Conveyancing. 


GEORGE GREEN LLP 

fJSj O L I C I T O R S 

www.georgegreen.co.uk 


Contact: Mervyn Button on 01384 340 561 
or email mbufton@georgegreen.co.uk 


195 High Street 
Cradley Heath 
B64 5HW 


19 Waterloo Road 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 4DY 


































































warning made 
on imported 
puppy sales 

PUPPIES illegally imported from 
Poland have been sold in the Black 
Country by ‘unscrupulous’ dealers. 

The French Bulldog pups, which 
can sell for £2,000 each, may not have 
been properly vaccinated and officials 
are trying to find them. 

The RSCPA has urged people to be 
vigilant, saying there is no guarantee 
about the health of dogs. Environ¬ 
mental health officers in Sandwell are 
now trying to trace up to 15 puppies 
that are believed to have been illegally 
imported. The council says the dogs 
were sold from an address in Tividale. 

Anybody who has bought a puppy 
from the area, which was supplied 
with a pet passport from Poland, is 
advised to contact environmental 
health officials. 

Puppies can only be imported le¬ 
gally once they are 15 weeks old, 
which gives time to have necessary 
vaccinations in their country of origin. 

They must be microchipped and 
accompanied by a matching passport. 

Sandwell Council leader, Councillor 
Darren Cooper, said: “Falsified pass¬ 
ports are being used by unscrupulous 
importers. If you are not confident 
that the puppy you are interested 
in buying matches the details in the 
passport, particularly if the puppy 
seems to be younger, then you should 
contact your vet or the council for fur¬ 
ther advice.” 

Boot camp folk fit 
for helping hospice 

A CHARITY keep-fit boot camp is be¬ 
ing held to raise funds for Mary Ste¬ 
vens Hospice in Stourbridge. 

WLH Fitness is organising the 
event at Thorns Community College, 
Quarry Bank, on Sunday, September 
13, from 10am, is open to all ages and 
costs £5 to join in the fun. Call 07900 
974956. 


Landlords now facing fines 
for illegal immigrant tenants 


Firm celebrates 30 years in business 



Sophia Powell (centre) with staff at Powell Office Style in Rowley Regis, which has marked its 30th year in business 


PRIVATE landlords in the Black Country are the first to face 
£3,000 fines if they do not keep strict controls on immigrants 
renting homes. 

Wolverhampton, Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley, along with Birming¬ 
ham, are part of a pilot scheme that sees landlords face the threat of 
legal action if they let a property to someone who has no right to be 


A FAMILY-RUN office equipment firm 
has marked its 30th anniversary. 

Powell Office Style in Rowley Regis 
hosted an open day to celebrate for its 
customers, suppliers, business part¬ 
ners and friends. 

There was food, drinks, raffle prizes, 
goodie bags and a host of suppliers 
showcasing their latest products. 

Sophia Powell, managing director, 
said: “It was a fabulous day and a per¬ 
fect opportunity for our customers to 


meet the amazing team here at Pow¬ 
ell’s. 

“We employ local people who have 
all contributed to the continued suc¬ 
cess of the business.” 

Schools 

In the past 30 years, Powell’s has 
supplied more than £3 million worth 
of furniture to fit out NHS offices, 
schools and colleges plus local firms. 


This year alone they have sold 
enough paper to cover the West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion, Wolves, Walsall, Aston 
Villa and Birmingham City football 
pitches combined — and enough desks 
to build a wall around Dudley. 

Eighteen people work for Powell 
Office Style, which is based in Station 
Road. 

Mrs Powell said the business was 
going from ‘strength to strength’. 


in Britain. 

If they fail to conduct checks they 
already face fines of £1,000 per tenant 
and £80 per lodger, rising to £3,000 
and £500 for repeated offences. The 
new scheme will also introduce a five- 
year prison term for persistent offend¬ 
ers. 

There are warnings that the Gov¬ 
ernment has not given landlords and 
letting agents enough information, as 
they plan to roll out measures to allow 
them to end tenancies for anyone who 
entered the country illegally or whose 
right to stay has expired. 

Evaluation 

It came as French police figures 
suggested as many as seven in 10 mi¬ 
grants in Calais may be reaching the 
UK. 

The Home Office the pilot scheme in 
the Black Country was ‘currently the 
subject of an evaluation which will be 
published in due course’. 

Landlords say they fear they are 
being made to act as border guards. 

Lyndon Whitehouse, of Wednes- 
field-based L&A Lettings, said: “It 
sounds as though we are meant to 
become like border guards and do the 
Government’s job for it. We already 
have the embarrassment of having to 
check the immigration status of peo¬ 
ple who are obviously born and bred 
here.” 


Concern over 
less lending 
for business 

A SHARP contraction in business 
lending, revealed by new figures from 
the Bank of England, is a cause for 
concern say Black Country business 
leaders. 

Johnathan Dudley, managing 
partner and head of manufacturing 
business at Crowe Clark Whitehill 
and chairman of the Alliance for the 
Black Country, said: “Clearly there 
is a growth in confidence in business 
and a willingness to do deals but after 
the problems of a few years ago there 
appears to be a reluctance of business 
to borrow from banks, who businesses 
perceive require too much in return. 

“Although this gap has been partly 
filled by challenger lenders and al¬ 
ternative finance sources, the grow¬ 
ing reluctance to engage with banks 
will continue to stifle investment and 
growth. Government schemes such as 
Funding for Lending and Enterprise 
Finance Guarantee haven’t worked.” 
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SUPPLIED 
& FITTED... 
ACROSS THE 
MIDLANDS 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 


A Summer Sensation . 


mm 


NO DEPOSIT 


NO STAGE 


PAYMENTS 
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RYDALE 


Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias & Soffit Boards 


v v 

VISIT ONE 

; 0F THE LARGEST 
CONSERVATORY 
AND WINDOW 
SHR0WR00MS 
IN THE UK 


Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how 
than Rydale, and that’s why repair 
we have been in business service 
for more than 30 years. 


ULTIMATE SECURITY 
GUARANTEE 
RYDALE TAKE SECURITY 
VERY SERIOUSLY GUARANTEED 
HIGH SECURITY ON ALL PRODUCTS 
IMG 


details on request 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

SHMHinEQ (ES3© QX0 (B3XS® 
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J 

Open Weekdays 
9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 
9am to 4pm 
Sunday Closed 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give Rydale a ring. 


AVAILABLE 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Charitable 
thoughts 
in light of 
collapse 


HAVING seen her mug all over the place 
this week, it had been troubling me who 
Camila Batmanghelidjh really was. 

My initial thought was she looked like a 
kind of radioactive Ena Sharpies. But then 
it dawned on me. The 
woman who persuaded 
David Cameron to hand 
over £3 million of tax¬ 
payers’ money the week 
before her organisation 
folded is not a charity 
worker, but is actually 
Black Country comedi¬ 
enne Lizzie Wiggins. 

The Prime Minister has 
been had over by the 
Duchess of Dudley. 

■ ■ ■ 

THE serious question 
posed by the collapse of 
the Kids Company, which 
nobody seems to have 
been asking, is what constitutes a charity 
these days? 

It used to be simple enough, somebody 
might rattle a tin in the high street, or may¬ 
be sell you a couple of raffle tickets, and 
the money went directly to the poor or the 
sick. 

But these days we have charities that re¬ 
ceive millions upon millions of pounds from 
the public purse, employing hundreds of 
people. The chief executive is paid £90,000 
a year, and appears as a guest on Question 
Time. Few people outside the Westminster 
bubble really know what these organisa¬ 
tions do, but we are assured by the trus¬ 
tees, who are drawn from the great and the 
good, that their work is vital. 

Well I’m sorry, but that doesn’t sound 
like a charity to me. That sounds suspi¬ 
ciously like a quango. 



Camila Bat¬ 
manghelidjh 



The duchess, 
Lizzie Wiggins 


IN what sounded like a belated April 
Fool, Leicestershire Police admitted to only 
investigating attempted burglaries where 
the target is a house with an even number. 

Of course, those responsible for the idea 
say it is all about resources and cutbacks. 

Well here’s another idea. Why don’t they 
have a new policy of only issuing parking 
tickets to blue, white or green cars, and 
turn a blind eye to minor infringements by 
the drivers of red, grey or silver ones? Or 
why not ignore half of all speeding offenc¬ 
es by, say, letting off drivers of saloon and 
estate cars? 

And what would be the likelihood of any 
of that happening? Pretty close to zero. 
The powers that be are always very selec¬ 
tive when it comes to police cutbacks. 

■ ■ ■ 

NOT my joke, but I think it deserves a 
wider audience. A cricket commentator 
telephones the Australian dressing room, 
and asks to speak to Michael Clarke. 

“He’s just gone out to bat,” replies the kit 
man, who picks up the phone. 

“No worries,” replies the journalist. “I’ll 
hold.” 



Control room operator Steve Mason seen at work in Quinton 



Road team manager Felicity Joyce with a standard patrol vehicle 


Emergency planning officer Frank Bird in the control room 


Meet the motorway 
team of jambusters 



Mission control — the hi-tech control room at Highways England at Quinton Business Park 


ROB COX meets the men and 
women who keep the West 
Midlands on the move 24/7 


FROM a single nerve centre off the 
M5, a dedicated team of Highways 
England operators monitor more 
than 1,600 miles of road. 

It is a 24/7 undertaking, supported by 
140 roadside officers, with the sole pur¬ 
pose of keeping the Midlands’ roads free 
of congestion. 

Walking into the bustling control centre, 
located at Quinton Business Park, you could 
be forgiven for thinking you had accidentally 
entered mission control at NASA. 

A huge television display spans the entire 
of the front wall while rows of operators, com¬ 
plete with headsets, attempt to assess the data 
it presents. 

In the centre is a map of the Midlands’ mo¬ 
torways stretching from Junction 16 of the M6 
at Stoke down as far as Strensham Services off 
the M5, shortly before it meets the M50. 

Footage 

It also shows the main A-roads running 
west towards the Welsh border and spans as 
far east as Banbury in Oxfordshire. 

In total the control centre monitors 800 
miles of motorway, including the M6, M5 and 
M54, and 860 miles of A-road including the A5, 
A38 and A50. 

Around the central map live footage is dis¬ 
played from a selection of more than 700 cam¬ 
eras located across this busy network or roads. 

To help the operators, of which there are 
60 working across six shifts, the display of¬ 
fers other sources of information. On the left 
of the imposing screen are images from a 24- 
hour news service. Sky or BBC, which can be 
the first to alert Highways England to a crash. 

Below that are wind speed readings which 
are particularly important for the Midlands’ 
roads as the region has the highest concentra¬ 
tion of elevated motorways in the UK. 


Anything above 25mph can seriously affect 
high-sided vehicles. Anything above 20mph 
and ‘High Wind - Slow Down’ is automatically 
displayed on the gantries. 

And to the far right of the screen is infor¬ 
mation on the region’s two sections of ‘smart 
motorway’ which run along parts of the M6 
and M42. 

This technology uses variable speed limits 
displayed above the carriageway and allows 
drivers to use the hard shoulder during peak 
times. 

Emergency planning officer Frank Bird 
explains: “The main way we achieve this is 
through a series of copper loops located under 
the motorway which detect changes in the 
speed of traffic. 

“When the traffic slows down the technol¬ 
ogy in the road sends a message to the over¬ 
head gantries to state ‘queue caution’ or ‘slow 


down’ The next step then will be to check the 
nearest available camera on the network to see 
if we can see the incident. 

“If, for example, a car has been flipped up¬ 
side down over one of the loops, the technology 
can detect the car is not moving and sent us 
an automated signal. We would then kick into 
overdrive and start closing the motorway. 

“We will quickly get a response car out there 
which can deal with matters like oil spills and 
start putting cones out.” 

In the case of a serious crash, where there 
is the need to close the motorway entirely, the 
focus of the control centre staff is on doing 
so as quickly as possible. The aim is to min¬ 
imise the number of vehicles which are then 
stranded between where the accident took 
place and where the motorway has been closed. 

Mr Bird, added: “On some occasions the na¬ 
ture of the incident allows us to let motorists 


slowly drive past in the correct direction. But 
if the incident is potentially a fatal one it is 
very unlikely we could do that as the scene will 
need to be preserved for the corner’s investiga¬ 
tions. In that case we need to turn the traffic 
around and send them back to the junction 
behind. 

“As a general rule we work to the estimation 
a mile of traffic takes about an hour to release, 
so getting the motorway shut quickly in the 
first instance is crucial.” 

Smart motorways are perhaps the biggest 
tool at the control centre’s disposal when it 
comes to reducing congestion. But how does 
slowing drivers down to 50mph speed up their 
journey? 

“If you slow people down to 50mph it might 
feel sluggish, but there is an improvement in 
journey time reliability,” said Mr Bird. “Oth¬ 
erwise at busy times people go at 70mph and 
have to brake very sharply and that is when 
you get a crash.” 

Ultimately all the work by Highways Eng¬ 
land, particularly that from its control centre, 
is an effort to keep drivers safe. 

Listening to Mr Bird it is clear that staff at 
the control centre can get frustrated at the 
reasons some accidents take place in the first 
place. 

With ever-increasing numbers of people 
having a smart mobile phone, there has been 
a big campaign to alert drivers to the dangers 
of using the devices while behind the wheel. 

Selfies 

Taking ‘selfies’ while driving has even been 
blamed for a peak in crashes on the UK’s 
roads. There are other causes of accidents too. 

Mr Bird said: “It is amazing how many 
times there is a crash on one side of the road 
and you see many cars on the other side skid¬ 
ding and breaking and then you hear a smash. 
It is the ‘rubberneckers’ who are busy watch¬ 
ing what the emergency crews and ourselves 
are doing, not what is in front of them. Now 
we can put up big blue screens so drivers trav¬ 
elling in the other direction cannot see what 
has happened.” 

With more than 30 million cars licensed to 
be on the road in the UK, Highways England 
certainly have their work cut out to keep the 
traffic flowing. 
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Call to save an old school building Ring, ring, 

ring and ride 


AN application has been made to demolish 
another distinct historical building in Dud¬ 
ley to make way for housing. 

The threat this time is to the Gilbert 
Claughton Building, Blowers Green Road. 
Built in 1904, primarily as a school, it has in 
later years been used as council administra¬ 
tive offices and training facilities. 

This is a substantial, well-detailed, fine 
example of a school building of the period, 
contributing significantly to the appearance 
of the area. Aren’t there enough wastelands/ 
brownfield sites to build on? I can name sev- 


the landscape instead of destroying another 
heritage asset. 

Why not develop the site itself into homes 
which would make unique dwelling places 
instead of the box type properties we see in¬ 
creasingly on new housing estates. 

Come on you Old Claughtonians, surely 
this building is worth saving. Make your 
objections known by e-mail to faisal.agha@ 
dudley.gov.uk or write to Dudley MBC Plan¬ 
ning Dept. Plans can be viewed online. The 
planning reference is P15/08 

L WILLETTS 


eral where development could only enhance Dudley 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sacred stage 
could play 
a key role 

I BELIEVE that saving the 
Hippodrome is something 
many local people serious¬ 
ly care about. The Hippo¬ 
drome should be a major 
link between the zoo and 
the Black Country Museum. 

The stage at the Hippo¬ 
drome is sacred, with en¬ 
tertainers like Laurel and 
Hardy along with many 
other famous people per¬ 
forming there in years gone 
by. 

The Hippodrome could be 
sub-divided so as to keep the 
stage and maybe the first 20 
rows of seats. This is what 
many theatres in American 
theme parks have done. The 
rest of the theatre could 
then be franchised off, cafe, 
heritage centre, etc. 

‘The Zoo - The Hippo¬ 
drome — Black Country 
Museum — Canal Trips Ex¬ 
perience’ would complete a 
superb day out. 

I believe that this package 
would be an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to extend tourism in 
Dudley. If we are to attract 
a greater volume of visitors 
to the area, I believe we 
would need to reach out. 

We could all benefit from 
that couldn’t we? 

G OAKLEY 
Stourbridge 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


we should look after 
our own people first 


WHEN you hear the dread¬ 
ful conditions that some of 
the immigrants are fleeing 
from you cannot help but 
feel for them. If you could 
go from poverty like they 
have lived in to what must 
seem like a life of luxury 
then you would probably do 
the same. 

But we can only help so 
many and we have to make 
a stand. They have to come 
through the proper channels 
and have a job to come to. 

Our benefit system is not 
a bottomless purse and no 
matter how hard it may be 
to turn away starving people 
with children and no homes, 
we have to put our own first. 

Imagine you have a small 
income and a modest home 
and you are asked to feed 
and house a large group of 
people in your home. They 
will contribute nothing 


and you must do this at 
the expense of your family. 
You couldn’t do it and you 
wouldn’t do it. 

What this country is on a 
much bigger scale but the 
same situation, we are put¬ 
ting looking after them be¬ 
fore our own. 

I have just read that 
an old people’s home was 
closed recently because it 
needed money spent on it. 
Elderly people heartbroken 
because they did not want to 
move, local residents fought 
to keep it open to no avail. 
Now they are opening it up 
again to house immigrants. 
You couldn’t make it up! 

We have to close the purse 
and say no to anyone who 
does not have a job to come 
to — no benefits and no free 
housing. 

J JAMES 
Wordsley 


REGARDING reports on 
the declining use of Ring 
and Ride. 

I have a 90-year-old 
neighbour who is almost 
blind and, due to a chest 
condition, is unable to use 
public transport. So she 
does not go out unless she is 
able to book Ring and Ride. 

Since the change over in 
March it is terrible to get 
through to them. 

She loves to go into Dud¬ 
ley on a Tuesday but rarely 
can as they say there are no 
journeys available. 

Sometimes on a Friday 
when she pesters them, she 
can get to Merry Hill with 
very little shopping time. 

She doesn’t mind paying 
the £1 journey just to get 
out some days but some¬ 
times when I go with her 
she is in such a distressed 
state because of Ring and 
Ride. 

I have rung Head Office 
many a times and brought 
it up at the community 
meetings — surely it can be 
organised better for these 
people to get out. 

R PLAISTER 

Dudley 

A‘thank you’ 
to firefighters 

COULD we please, through 
your paper, say a big thank 
you to Stourbridge Fire Bri¬ 
gade? 

I phoned to ask them if 
they could advise us about 
safety in the home. They 
came the very next day, 
even though they had just 
attended a fire. 

The whole crew were 
prompt, pleasant and polite. 
We will be forever grateful 
to them. 

V & G GROSVENOR 

Stourbridge 


RlewBijjjeK&R^jators, Pipework - Fitted, 


Checka trade .com 

Where reputation matters 


BOMS 

from 


All boilers + Budget 

available from ^ Bantu* 


Boiler from 

Services £40 

ECOPlPE 

P Plumbing & Heating Solutions 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 


01299 827070 07545 631731 


www.ecopipeheating.com info@ecopipeheating. 

com 


Lin 


Hd you know that, 80% 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 

31st August 2015 


Replace Your Tired Kitchen 
Bathroom or Bedroom with 


wemmmEm 


Replace Only What’s Needed, 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

01384 232413 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
E NCORE AND WOOD . 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


VJ & A 





Homeowners... 

Looking to sen? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just mowed in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pittures and we will bring them to life! 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNNi 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel 01384 232413 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 

Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom, 33 High Street, 

Oak Lodge BuiiHi»"- ~enoRKHMENT Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

.aimcm piosED FOR REF Hn51«fRn0M 01299 877718 

HALESOWEN RT0N sH 0W R0UIVI Qpen Tue We(J & Sgt 1Q 00 am _ 5 30pm 
PLEASE CONW i a>30am . 5 .oopm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

Sat Closed Stourport closed Monday and Friday 
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A typical snowy scene in Hollies Drive, Wednesbury during the winter of 1978 Wolverhampton, from The Rock in Tettenhall, in the 1980s Mr Turner’s favourite image, Ocker Hill, with the now-demolished power station visible 



Bustling shoppers seen at Wednesbury town centre 



Sid Turner, with a picture of two girls in the Walsall Fes¬ 
tival in 1975, which is being exhibited in Bilston 


Black country past brought to life 
with Sid's pictures at an exhibition 



MEMORY LANE 


By Adam Burlim 


CLUTCHING a second-hand 
camera and a small bag of be¬ 
longings, Sid Turner left behind 
his home city of Liverpool in 1974 
to start a new life in the Black 
Country. 

He had signed up to train as a teach¬ 
er at the old West Midlands College in 
Walsall - and quickly became fascinat¬ 
ed by the area’s industrial landscape 
and heritage. 

Mr Turner went on to teach in a string of 
local schools, and spent his spare time tak¬ 
ing photos of all aspects of Black Country 
life. Now he has collected the images and is 
displaying them across the region. 

His exhibition, ‘Ghosts’ at Bilston Craft 
Gallery, has attracted hundreds of people 
and has been particularly popular among 
the older generations who recognised land¬ 
marks that have long since been demol¬ 
ished. 

The 53-year-old was inspired to display 
the highlights from his collection of thou¬ 


Man and boy - a stunning shot of Walsall 
Market in the mid 1970s 

sands of photos after realising how much 
the area had changed in recent years. And 
though he accepts there have been some 
positive developments, he feels the overall 
impact of changes in the Black Country has 
been negative. 

And he was struck by just how nostalgic 
people have been when they see his images. 

He said: “When we look at old photo¬ 
graphs, parents, friends, lovers look back at 
us, frozen forever in time. It has been quite 
an emotional experience for a lot of people.” 

Mr Turner moved to the Black Coun¬ 
try when he started dating a woman from 
Chuckery in Walsall while he was a member 
of Liverpool Diving Club. And, apart from 


Sid Turner as a student in the mid-1970s, 
when he always had his camera with him 

the odd spell abroad, he has stayed in the 
area ever since and now lives in Wednes¬ 
bury. 

Though photography has been one of his 
main interests, he has also turned his hand 
to stone masonry, silver work, ceramic art 
and even clock-making. 

After being made redundant from his job 
as a stonemason, he turned to teaching. 

As he had qualifications in both art 
and design, and chemistry and physics, 
Mr Turner ended up teaching science at 
schools including Darlaston and Willenhall 
comprehensives and Manor Farm. 

But throughout his career he has never 
stopped taking photos of urban scenes. He 


now works as a surveyor for Birmingham 
City Council and at one point tried to sur¬ 
vive as a professional artist. 

Mr Turner is still taking photos every day 
in between his day job and a project he is 
running at Birmingham University looking 
at how metal can be extracted from scrap 
computers. 

His ceramic work has been exhibited in 
galleries in France and Prague, as well as 
the Wedgwood gallery in Stoke. 

In 2002 he lived in China for a year, 
where a friend had already set up a new life, 
and started a clock-making business. 

But within a year he had returned to the 
Black Country, where he says his heart lies. 
Mr Turner’s love of photography started 
when, as a five-year-old, he used his father’s 
old Brownie box camera to capture images 
of birds in the garden. 

He joined Liverpool Photography Soci¬ 
ety during his teens but always focused on 
rural landscapes. 

He said: “I wish I had taken some more of 
Liverpool in the 1960s and Beatlemania as 
they might have been worth a few bob now, 
but I was trying to do more artistic shots.” 

When he arrived in the Black Country, 
though, he noticed how the towns and com¬ 
munities were defined by factories and steel 
plants. 



GasOn 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 



We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 


JOHN T. HARRIS 


House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 



•Divan Beds *Bed Frames ‘Mattresses 


WE ARE 

1 \ V 

7*= 

/mil 

0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Q 

a 

t_e 

CAR \ 

PARK l 

r _ 

i 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm f 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 

Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


■fi-Zcc Fix™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 



♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 
♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 

❖ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades Letter Boxes 

Insurance Work „ . ,. „ 

sucking Doors 

Failed Units & 

Broken Locks Handles and 

Door Panels Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 





*Treat yourself 
to a well earned 
holiday! 












































































Home-Start Dudley Chairwoman Mary Turner with her service award and colleagues outside the charity’s new base 


A CHARITY boss was all smiles af¬ 
ter she picked up an award for her 
long-service working at an organisa¬ 
tion that helps families. 

Mary Turner has worked at Home- 
Start Dudley for 20 years and her hard 
work was recognised at a three-day 
training event. She was a founding 
member of the family support charity 
and continues to work for the organi¬ 
sation as chairwoman. 

The award comes shortly after the 
Dudley team moved from their old of¬ 
fices at Dudley Court North to a new 
base on The Waterfront at Brierley 
Hill. 


Previously, they shared a building 
with children’s charity Barnardo’s 
but have now moved in with Age UK 
Dudley. 

Home-Start Dudley provides sup¬ 
port to families who have children 
under five across the Dudley borough. 
The charity also helps families with 
disabled children, parents who have 
multiple births and those that may 
face difficulty with parenting. 

Mrs Turner said: “It’s been a good 
20 years because we’re all so commit¬ 
ted to providing a good service to all 
of our referrals. The chief executive of 
Home-Start UK presented the award 


at the end of a three day training event 
and it was a complete surprise, I had 
no idea. 

“He said he was going to embarrass 
someone and then it turned out to be 
me.” 

The 73-year-old added: “It’s a won¬ 
derful service because we are able to 
go into the family home and support 
them with what they feel needs. 

“But we’re continually looking 
for volunteers that can help us raise 
money so we can provide support to all 
of the people that we need to.” 

She was presented with a framed 
certificate and floral bouquet. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
' Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Hawthorn 

\X/\ r~i d o\/\/:s 




ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COUNTRY 
SALE NOW ON 


Over 200 Part Rolls 
ALL LESS 50% 

^ At STD we have the best 
„ fitters and we are NEVER 
undercut on price 


Normal Sale 
Price sq yd Price sq yd 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 



Contract Quality 
Axminster 80/20 

£79.95 

£29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 

£59.95 

£17.95 

100% Wool Naturals 

£19.95 

£7.95 

Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist 

£35.00 

£9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 

£35.00 

£12.95 

j Heavy Duty Saxonys 

£19.95 

£9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist 

£18.95 

£6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet 

£12.95 

£3.95 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 
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Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too >0 
winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat — 

/V 

pa 


25 


MIDLANDS LTD 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution .... 


only midlands Ntmmom 


Jlfo Planning PeJiM-ission. ne-e-de-d.! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Ruth gives 
Lowe down 
on designer 

Grange E TG 

CHAIRMAN Hazel Smith 
presided over the meet¬ 
ing held at Grange Court, 
Stourbridge on July 7 and 
gave a very warm welcome 
to all members and visitors. 

She also welcomed two 
visitors from West Midlands 
Federation, chairman Mar¬ 
garet Tew and secretary 
Hazel Butt. 

Secretary Jean Williams 
reported that the annual 
quiz held at Stourbridge 
Football Club was a success¬ 
ful evening with prizes pre¬ 
sented to Sedgley (E) guild 
who were the winners with 
83 points and Kingswinford 
Guild who came second with 
72 points. Jean was given a 
vote of thanks on behalf 
of members by Federation 
Chairman Margaret Tew for 
organising the event. 

Chris Holton said that the 
copper collection and items 
for the food bank were still 
going well 

Marlene O’Hanlon in¬ 
formed members about the 
ongoing collection for the 
shoe boxes. She will be col¬ 
lecting small toys for boys 
or girls at the meeting in 
September. 

Speaker Ruth Lowe gave 
a very interesting talk about 
Mary Quant. She brought 
along a selection of items 
that Mary had designed, 
not just clothing but items 
of jewellery and make up. 
She held everyone’s atten¬ 
tion during her talk and the 
evening was enjoyed by all. 
A vote of thanks was given 
by the chairman on behalf of 
the members. 

The next meeting will be 
held at Grange Court on 
September 1 when the Har¬ 
vest supper will be served. 


Speaker leaves a 
lot to think about 


Fiona is named as 
most inspirational 


THE winner of the com¬ 
petition to find the Mid¬ 
land Chase Inspirational 
Woman 2015 has been an¬ 
nounced. 

A panel of five judges 
made the decision and the 
announcement was made 
at the Region AGM at the 
Chase Golf Club, Cannock. 

Eleven clubs each nom¬ 
inated a woman who they 
felt fulfilled that title 
and, following presenta¬ 
tions,Fiona Ford was 
named as the winner. 

Fiona was nominated 
by SI Newcastle. Her own 
experience with hair loss 
following chemotherapy 
inspired her to set up a 
bespoke service for wig 
fitting in the Stoke area. 
She now has a salon called 
‘Fresh Hair’ housed in the 
Royal Hospital, Stoke-on- 
Trent. 

Midland Chase Region 
President Carol Bailey, 


Midland Chase 
Soroptimists 



a member of SI Wolver¬ 
hampton, presented Fiona 
with a Royal Brierley 
crystal inscribed bowl and 
vouchers worth £150. 

Fiona said how hum¬ 
bled and honoured she felt 
to have been nominated, 
especially when she met 
the other nominees - and 
said that she now felt 
overwhelmed and couldn’t 
quite believe that she had 
been chosen for the title. 

Fiona went on to com¬ 
mend Soroptimists for all 
the work they do to edu¬ 
cate, empower and enable 
women and girls through¬ 
out the world. 

For more information 
about SI Midland Chase 
visit the website www. 
sigbi. org/midland-chase 


Quarry Bank E TWG 


THERE were 24 members 
present at the July meeting of 
Quarry Bank TG. They were 
welcomed by Mrs Vera Ray- 
bould who was in the chair. 

As always the meeting 
began with the reading and 
signing of last month’s min¬ 
utes, also the treasurer’s re¬ 
port was given. Mrs Raybould 
gave information from her re¬ 
cent federation visit. 

The art and crafts exhibi¬ 
tion went very well - all in any 
way concerned were thanked. 

A proposed art and craft 
group is to be held in the near 
future. An inaugural meeting 
will be held at Norton. 

Social secretary Margaret 
Writtle gave information re¬ 
garding a proposed visit to the 
National Memorial Arbore¬ 
tum. This hopefully, to be on 
September 22, but in order to 
go ahead there would need to 
be sufficient people interested 
to make the visit viable. 

Speaker was Ann Welch who 
is head of clinic Action Heart, 
a most knowledgeable lady, 
who gave much to think about. 
On August 18, Pat Green will 
talk about ‘Memories of Gran’. 


Tea party in aid of Macmillan 


NO business took place at the July meeting 
as this took the form of a summer tea party 
to raise money for Macmillan nurses. 

The committee had organised a delicious 
tea and 47 members sat down to enjoy it. 
Quite a few members apologised for non-at¬ 
tendance due to holidays, etc, so the total 
raised will be announced at the next meet¬ 
ing. 

After the meal there was an extensive 


Wollaston E’ TWG 


raffle and many members went home with 
prizes. 

Proceedings concluded with a closely 
fought beetle drive. 

The next meeting is on September 8 at 
7.30pm at St James Church Hall, Wollaston. 
Speaker will be Ruth Lowe on the life and 
business of Mary Quant. 




Vertical 
Blinds 

Only 89mm 
& 127mm 
Louvers 


COMPLETE 
BLINDS 
20% off 

PROMOTION RANGE 

e.g. 1200mm x 1200mm 
Fitted Blind will cost 

IUST £71! 


Replacement 
Louvers 

up to 1500mm drop 

Including 

Weights & Chains 

P er 

dGt I Louver 


Over 

1500mm drop 

£1.50 

per Louver 

(fitting available 
at an extra cost) 


illpitoil 800 mm twidej 
mxr Any j Drop 
■FIVE 'Complete’Blinds i 

ONLY'£ 249l 

^(inciutJing 12 7nonth' r guarantee)' 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Stream Road | Kingswinford | DY6 9NT [pH 

Telephone: 01384 2 gj{“r 

www.castleblinds.co.uk 


*Please call for more details 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 


am 


Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


Trinity 

FUNERAL SERVICES LTD 

Holy Trinity Church, Church Hill St, 
Smethwick B67 7AH. 

Telephone 0121 558 3242 

Over 50 years of experience 
serving the people of 
Smethwick, Birmingham, 
The Black Country and beyond. 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 





w 


Repairs > Spares , Sales | 

All major brands repaired, P 
also built in appliances, > 
electric cookers, dishwashers, I 
washing machines etc. o 

Brand new , reconditioned o 
appliances available o 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, 
Blackheath, B65 OEH 
01215613785 








































Last concert for an iconic music venue 


ICONIC Dudley music venue The 
Kingfisher, which has hosted live en¬ 
tertainment for almost 50 years, has 
staged its final gig. 

The club at Wall Heath has hosted 
many famous names over the years 
from the music and comedy scenes, in¬ 
cluding in the 1960s Jimi Hendrix and 
even an early line-up of The Beatles. 


As a cabaret venue it attracted Bob 
Monkhouse, Frank Carson and Ber¬ 
nard Manning. 

But a lack of customers in recent 
years has forced the current owners 
to sell the Kidderminster Road bar, 
club and restaurant. The country club, 
hotel and gym at the site are not af¬ 
fected by the sale. 


The venue bowed out with a 
1980s-themed party when Born In The 
Eighties took to the stage. Ten staff 
have been made redundant. 

Director David Facer, who took over 
the running of the venue in May 2013, 
said it had been a difficult decision to 
put it on the market. New owners will 
turn the club into a bigger restaurant. 


Hospitals have spent 
£4.4m on agency 
staff in three months 



saxophonist Alvin Davis in action in Smethwick 


A musical highpoint — 

HE was blowing in the wind this 
week - renowned saxophonist Alvin 
Davis launched an arts festival 16 
storeys up, serenading the streets 
of Sandwell below. 

With the help of community re¬ 
generation specialist Keepmoat the 
unusual opening ceremony from the 
jazz musician took place in Smeth¬ 
wick to kick off Sandwell Arts Fes¬ 
tival. 

The festival, which is in its sixth 
year, kicked off in style as the musi¬ 
cian played for the local community 
from 16 storeys above ground on a 
mast climber. 

The site chosen for the launch 


of the festival was the Jtllmillion 
Sandwell Council regeneration 
scheme on three tower blocks which 
is being delivered by Keepmoat. 

The rendition of Truly Yours 
marked the beginning of the fes¬ 
tival, which runs through to Au¬ 
gust 22, with activities such as live 
music, poetry and art displays. 

The festival also involves 
Sandwell Arts Cafe, which has a 
year-round programme of events 
at Sandwell College’s Central Sixth 
campus, formerly The Public, in 
New Street, West Bromwich. 

Keep up to date at website www. 
sandwellartsfestival. com 


MORE than £4 million was spent 
on temporary hospital staff in 
Sandwell and Birmingham in just 
three months. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust spent the sum in 
the first quarter of 2015. 

The trust, which runs Sandwell Hospital, 
City Hospital and Rowley Regis Hospital, 
admitted the level of spending was much 
higher than planned. 

Of the £4.4m spent, £lm was for doctors 
and £2.6m on nursing and care staff in the 
three months up to April. 

The trust’s finance director Tony Waite 
said it needed to spend the cash so it could 
cover absences and had struggled to fill 
jobs. It comes despite efforts to curb agency 
spending at the end of 2014. 

According to a hospital report, the agency 
spend was ‘significantly in excess of plan 
and not consistent with delivery of key fi¬ 
nancial targets’. 

“Appropriate actions are being pro¬ 
gressed to address this and to reduce the 
forward pay bill to sustainable levels,” the 
document states. 

Overspending 

“Principal overspending is for health¬ 
care assistants providing enhanced care 
support to vulnerable patients. The trust is 
currently running with a social care ward 
staffed by agency which was budgeted for 
permanent staff. Spend on scientific and 
therapeutic staff and on management and 
admin is below plan.” 

Mr Waite added: “The trust is committed 
to providing safe, high-quality and cost-ef¬ 
fective care. To ensure we achieve this, we 
like every other trust need to use agency 
staff. 

“Although this is higher than antici¬ 
pated, it was necessary due to the trust hav¬ 
ing some hard to fill posts, peaks in service 
demand and to cover temporary absence 
such as sickness. We are working hard to 
recruit staff to fill our vacancies and reduce 
our levels of sickness absence. 

“The plan to lower our agency spend 
reflects that the trust sees having a fully 
established substantive workforce as being 
best and consistent with its commitment to 
providing safe, high quality and cost effec¬ 
tive care.” 

In a report to the NHS Trust board, fig¬ 
ures revealed the trust’s total workforce of 
6,833 whole-time equivalent staff members 
was 109 less than planned. 


MEP calling for 
a meeting over 
threat to pubs 


MEETINGS are being 
sought with pub bosses and 
developers as a campaign¬ 
er is trying to prevent the 
closure of more community 
pubs. 

Bill Etheridge, West Mid¬ 
lands UKIP MEP, who is 
also a Sedgley councillor, 
said the campaign to save 
the Seven Stars pub in Sedg¬ 
ley had shown people were 
concerned about the loss of 
‘cherished locals’. 

Mr Etheridge has written 
to Greg Clark, the Commu¬ 
nities Secretary, calling for 
tighter regulations to help 
people protect pubs. 

He said: “What started lo¬ 
cally as a fight to hold on to 


the Seven Stars in Sedgley 
is fast becoming a national 
epidemic. There are many 
reasons why pubs fail and 
in such cases, a develop¬ 
ment into a retail unit often 
stops the loss of sometimes 
unique characteristic build¬ 
ings. 

“However, my constit¬ 
uents are concerned that 
there will be popular, 
family-orientated pubs in¬ 
cluded.” 

Mr Etheridge has written 
to the chief executives of 
pub company Punch Tav¬ 
erns and property developer 
New River, which has been 
buying up pub land, calling 
for face to face meetings. 


Former college 
campus being 
put on market 


A FORMER college campus 
which has become a target 
for vandals will be offered to 
developers. 

Yobs have smashed win¬ 
dows and set fires at the 
Longlands site, once a cam¬ 
pus for Stourbridge College. 

Residents have called pub¬ 
lic meetings urging owners 
Birmingham Metropolitan 
College (BMET)and Dudley 
Council to take action. 

Now officials from both 
organisations have con¬ 
firmed plans to market the 
site, in Brook Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, for redevelopment. 

Dudley Council bosses be¬ 
lieve it would be suitable for 
retirement homes. 


Stourbridge MP Margot 
James has welcomed the 
move and is also asking the 
council and college to en¬ 
sure that residents continue 
to be consulted on the site’s 
future. 

She has urged bosses to 
ensure that part of the site 
is retained for the use of 
neighbouring Greenfield 
Primary School as playing 
fields. 

Ms James said: “We are 
all agreed that the devel¬ 
opment of the site must 
incorporate the views of res¬ 
idents, as well as secure a 
return for BMET and Dud¬ 
ley Council.” 



Midlands Manufacture 


UP TOI50%'OFF 


Conservatories 


Veranda/ Al Fresco Dining/ Carport 


& Garage 




Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 




FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


Windows & Conservatories 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 8 M a ° m n _ 6p F : 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com sat&sun 

*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 103R1 - 4pm 
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STOP PAIN... 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 

Cupping & Ear Candle 



We can help if you 


We can also help 


• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, elbow, 
lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, trapped 
nervous, soft tissue injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen joints after 
operations such as hip replacement and 
knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant with a 
high success rate through acupuncture 
and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg quality 
and sperm count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, visit us 
fora confidential consultation or telephone 
for an appointment 



UK Registered 

20 Years ,v " 

Experience 

10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 


Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 
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yourself a 




Reseat Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 


I 


sc 

Eir ' 

j 


^nrfnrr 

_ 


Mb 



Ml 

FOR EVERYONE” 

Attractions: 

Half Price Meat Auctions & 

All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 „ 

All hard standing 


RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 

Join us for a 

k MEDIEVAL WEEKEND 

Saturday 22 & Sunday 23 August 

The Guild of the Blessed St Edmund medieval re-enactors 


• Open 10am - 4pm • FREE admission 


Cali 01384 812750 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do 

Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 


Dudley 




We have moved 




...Our new address is Unit 

7 Sterling Park , Pedmore 
Road Brierley Hill DY5 1TB ... 

01384 936696 


Finest Handmade Cues, 
Cases and Accessories 


IxW 


Billiards 


Over 100 fires and surrounds on display 

FIRE NOT WORKING? 

PERFORMING BADLY? 


If you answered YES to any of the above 
then visit JUBILEE FIREPLACES 

CALL NOW 0121 557 3111 


Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd, 
High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JF 


www.jubileefires.co.uk 



Mobile/Phone 
Damaged? 


iv 


i 


• All phone screen! 
laptops repaired 

• iPhone 4, 5 and iPad 
repairs carried 

out by a fully qualified 



Talk n Talk Mobiles 

& Repair Centre 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY 

Tel: 07825 414759 

REPAIR . UNLOCK . SELL 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 
Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £675 

FULLY GLAZED 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 






Let Gastek 
take care 
of your 
plumbing 
and heating 
needs. 


SERVICE 
PLANS 

FROM £14.99 pi 
NO EXCESS 
FEE’S! a 


ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk credit cards 
info@gasteksolutions.co.uk accepted 
Halesowen, West Midlands 


/safe 





















































Strongmen can 
train at stadium 

ENTRIES are still being sought for a com¬ 
petition to find Sandwell’s strongest man. 

The event will be held at Sandwell Valley 
Country Park in West Bromwich on August 
30 and 31 as part of the Sandwell Show. 

Disciplines for 2015 include the giant 
dumb bell press, overhead log lift, giant tyre 
flip, and tractor pull. 

Three training sessions will be held at 
Hadley Stadium in Smethwick over the next 
three Sundays from 9.45am to 11.45am. 

Mike Childs, duty manager at Hadley 
Stadium Leisure Centre, said: “It’s always 
a great spectacle and records seem to fall 
every year as the entrants get faster and 
stronger. 

“Tens of thousands of enthusiastic spec¬ 
tators watched and cheered last year and 
that definitely charged the competitors and 
made them even more up for it.” 

It is £20 to enter and there are two weight 
categories. 


Number of dangerous dogs 
seized has doubled in region 


THE number of dangerous 
dogs seized in the West Mid¬ 
lands has more than doubled. 

There were 287 seizures in 
2011/12, which rose to 604 be¬ 
tween April 2014 and March of 
this year. 

Last year’s figure includes 189 ani¬ 
mals seized on suspicion of being pro¬ 
hibited breeds under the Dangerous 
Dogs Act and 268 that were danger¬ 
ously out of control. 

An expert from West Midlands Po¬ 
lice is now working with the Govern¬ 
ment to address the issue. 

Pc Keith Evans said: “In most cases 


the fault lies not with the animal’s 
temperament but with its owner: 
They may be mistreating it, allowing 
or even encouraging it to behave ag¬ 
gressively, or are simply naive about 
how to best look after their dog and 
how it interacts with other animals 
and people. 

“We appreciate the impact irre¬ 
sponsible dog ownership has on our 
communities. We have excellent 
equipment and trained officers to deal 
with dog-related incidents. All reports 
of dog-related incidents are taken se¬ 
riously and I would encourage anyone 
to report concerns to us on the 101 
number.” 


Pc Evans, who joined the force’s dog 
unit in 2001 and has studied canine 
psychology, now advises the police on 
their national policy for dealing with 
fatal or serious dog attacks. He also 
works with the RSPCA and the British 
Horse Society. 

He advises dog owners to embed an 
understanding of everyday objects, 
people and other dogs into their pets 
from an early age. 

He said: “From the age of about 
eight to 14 weeks it is extremely im¬ 
portant for pups to develop a good 
association with everyday objects, peo¬ 
ple and other dogs — it will stay with 
them for the rest of their lives.” 



Dog expert Pc Keith Evans 


Site is putting 
business first 

DUDLEY Business First has launched a 
new social media site designed to strike 
up conversation with the borough’s firms 
and professionals. 

It is Dudley Council’s single point of 
contact to respond to business needs and 
inward investment enquiries for the bor¬ 
ough and now this can be done through its 
Linkedln page. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for planning and economic devel¬ 
opment, said: “Dudley borough’s existing 
business base is diverse and impressive 
and we have major new investment op¬ 
portunities.” 

To receive updates from Dudley Busi¬ 
ness First and start that conversation, 
follow them on Linkedln at https://www. 
linkedin.com/company/dudley-busi- 
ness-first 
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Tribute to family 
man motorcyclist 




Stewart Hollyoake — had fallen in love with motorbikes 

‘HE was loving and helpful - the type of bloke who would 
always be there for you if you were in trouble.’ 

These are the words of Wayne Shaw as he paid tribute to 
his brother-in-law Stewart Hollyoake, following his tragic 
death in a motorbike crash. 

Biking fanatic Mr Hollyoake, 52, of Netherton, was killed 
last month in an accident in Shropshire. Mr Shaw said en¬ 
gineer Mr Hollyoake had fallen in love with motorbikes late 
in life, having only gained his licence in his 40s. His love of 
being out on the road took over from all his other hobbies. 

Mr Hollyoake died in an accident on the B4368 between 
Craven Arms and Bridgnorth on July 31 at 4.50pm. 

Mr Shaw, of Tilston Drive, Brierley Hill, married to Mr 
Hollyoake’s sister Joanne, said: “Stewart loved his family. 
He lived life how he wanted to live it and was a proud man. 
He looked after his mum. He was also a really funny guy, 
he had a wicked sense of humour.” 

Mr Hollyoake was raised on the Brickhouse Estate in 
Rowley Regis, where his mother, Sheila-Anne, still lives. 
He leaves his wife Dawn and son John. 

New brewer alliance 
to launch at festival 

A GROUP of West Midlands breweries are teaming up to 
stage a beer festival and launch a new alliance. 

The event to unveil the Mercian Alliance of Brewers is 
being held at Green Duck Brewery in Stourbridge from 
September 4 to 6. Cask and keg beers from the six members 
will be featured. The group includes Green Duck; Fixed 
Wheel Brewery, Blackheath; Fownes Brewing Company, 
Upper Gornal; Twisted Barrel Brewery, Coventry; Two 
Towers Brewery, Birmingham and Glassjaw, Birmingham. 

A beer made in collaboration between all the brewers is 
being created at Twisted Barrel Brewery for the festival. 

The purpose of the alliance is to promote tnew craft 
beers being produced by small brewers in the region. 

“We’d like to invite other brewers to join us. We’d like 
to be in a position of having increased buying power as a 
group,” said Tom Fownes, of Fownes Brewing Company. 


everything instore... including all special orders! 


Don’t miss this opportunity to save at least 25% off our already low prices, 

including all special offers, clearance items and brand named furniture. 


This Friday, Saturday & Sunday! 




Akkra flbardi WMB ELANCT -■#- <3t mti. — Jt~. M»U& rauch m IMM 0 IM^I &£ WAQE 


®fl 


ILLIAM&S0NS www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


Backed up by our Price Match Promise! 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 


For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

New Year in Chester ' Emmerdale Tour 

with a visit to Liverpool 

Three days departing December 30 



PRICE FROM 



STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


£179 


Visit two fascinating cities in the north 
west plus bring in the new year with a 
gala dinner and celebrations till midnight. 

Chester is one of the best preserved cities in Britain 
which is famed for its black and white architecture. 
The Roman and medieval walls extend for three 
kilometres to form an almost complete circuit 
around the city - they are entirely walkable and 
offer remarkable views 


Other landmarks which make the city unique 
include the Rows, a galleried tier of shops dating back to medieval times, the Roman 
Amphitheatre, the Victorian Eastgate clock plus the beautiful red sandstone cathedral. 


In Liverpool, Albert Dock has been part of the landscape 
with the largest group of Grade l-listed buildings in the 
including Tate Liverpool, the Maritime Museum (both with 
free admission), the award-winning Beatles story - the 
largest permanent attraction in the world dedicated to 
the fab four, and of course, not forgetting the world 
famous Mersey Ferries (entrances payable locally). 

On New Year’s day an optional excursion is offered to 
Chester Zoo. With over 11,000 animals and 110 acres of 
award-winning zoological gardens, it’s one of the best 
zoos in the world. 


for over 160 years and boasts magnificent architecture, 
UK. It is also home to a number of modern attractions 


PRICE INCLUDES 

• Return coach travel 

• Full day in Chester 
Visit to Liverpool 

• Optional Chester Zoo excursion offered 

•Services of a tour driver 

• fppts r °° mS SUbjeCt t0 - supplement 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Two days departing Sept 26 and Oct 11 


£149 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visit to the Emmerdale filming set on the Harewood 
Estate with a guided 90-minute walking tour 

• Visit to Esholt - original ‘Emmerdale village’ including a 
stop at the ‘Woolpack’ 

• Visit to Saltaire village and the Salts Mill 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Christmas at 
Chatsworth 

Two days departing November 14 


PRICE FROM 


£119 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight half-board accommodation 
» Entrance to Chatsworth house and gardens 

• Visit to Meadowhall Shopping Centre 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Classical 

Spectacular 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Two days departing November 22 


£139 


PRICE FROM 


» Return coach travel 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
» Choir seat for the concert (upgrades offered) 

• Sightseeing tour of London or time to shop and sightsee 
» Services of a tour manager 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Go as you please 

Two days departures most weekends 


£99. 95 * 


• Ticket for the Saturday evening performance of a West 
End show of your choice 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star London hotels 
» Option to depart on a Friday or Sunday also offered 
» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


* Please note the “from” price and price bands vary for each show 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


York, Harrogate and 
the Yorkshire Dales 

Four days departing October 16 


The Pickering 
1940’s Weekend 

Two days departing October 17 


Colourful Cornwall, 

St Ives, Padstow and 
Falmouth 


Enchanting Scottish 
Homes and Castles 


Four days departing Oct 2 and 2016 dates* Five days departing October 25 


PRICE FROM 


£209 


PRICE FROM 


£89. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£229 


PRICE FROM 


£349 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Full day in York 

• Scenic coach tour of the Yorkshire Dales stopping at 
Grassington and Pateley Bridge 

• Visits to Skipton, Harrogate and Haworth 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visits to Pickering and Scarborough 

• Optional North Yorkshire Moors Railway excursion 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Trebah Gardens 

• Visits to Falmouth, St Ives, Padstow and Penzance 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


* This break also departs on March 18, April 1, May 16, 
July 8 and September 30, 2016 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

» Four nights half-board accommodation 
» Guided tour of Bowhill House 

• Visit to Floors Castle 

• Guided tour of Drumlanrig Castle 

» Visit to the New Lanark World Heritage Site 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Disneyland® Paris 

Bonfire and Fireworks 


Three days departing November 1 



PRICE FROM 


£199* 


• Return coach travel and Channel crossings 

• Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
at Disney’s® Hotel Santa Fe 

• One day Hopper ticket to both Disneyland Park® and 
Walt Disney Studios® Park 

• Services of a tour representative 


*Based on two adults sharing, children aged 3-11 from 
£119 (conditions apply) 

Please note this trip cannot be booked online 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Krakow 


Lake Garda 

Venice and Verona 


Four days various departure dates 2015/16 



PRICE FROM 


£399 


• Return flights 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided sightseeing tour of Krakow 

• Visit to the castle district 

• Visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau (included but optional) 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Eight days various departure dates 2015/16 



PRICE FROM 


£599 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Lake Garda 

• Guided sightseeing tours of Venice and Verona 

• Tour of the Dolomites (with an optional cable car ride 
payable locally) 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


















































Alloy Wire sets sights on £1 Om sales 



The Alloy Wire team celebrate achieving quality accreditations at the Brierley Hill factory of the staff-owned business 


A BRIERLEY Hill manufacturer - 100 
per cent owned by its staff - has in¬ 
vested more than £700,000 in a bid to 
increase its global business. 

Alloy Wire, which makes round, flat, 
shaped profile and electrical resistance 
wires in a range of nickel alloys, has 
set its sights on reaching £10 million 
of annual sales by 2016. 

It has boosted its capacity across 
two sites, in the West Midlands and in 
Yorkshire. 

The company recently put the fin¬ 
ishing touches on an investment drive 
that has seen it install three Zwick 
tensile and hardness testing machines, 
PMI material x-ray guns, fully auto¬ 
mated multi spindle spooling machine, 


a five metre strand annealing furnace 
and a bespoke wire finishing line. 

It has given the firm the ability to 
double its capacity, improve accuracy 
and extend its capability to produce 
wire from 0.025mm to 21mm. 

Success 

“We’ve had a really good time since 
the global recession, boosting turnover 
from £4.5m in 2009 to its current £8m 
level,” explained Mark Venables, man¬ 
aging director, who led the manage¬ 
ment buy-out two years ago. 

“Our success has been down to our 
ability to take on small batch quanti¬ 
ties, fast response times and the fact 
we can manufacture in more than 60 


different alloys. Now is the right time 
to build on that success and the sig¬ 
nificant investment we have made in 
extending the factory and equipping it 
with automation and state-of-the-art 
technology will help us offer an even 
better product and level of service.” 

He added: “It’s not just capital we 
are spending money on. 

“All our 25 staff receive ongoing 
training and are encouraged to learn 
new skills that can add value to the 
business.” 

Established in 1946, Alloy Wire 
is a leading manufacturer of preci¬ 
sion drawn round wire, flat wire and 
shaped wire in a range of high perfor¬ 
mance and exotic nickel alloys. 



WMG will make you happy all year round! 



WINDOWS • DOORS 
BIFOLD • CONSERVATORIES 
EXTENSIONS • CONVERSIONS 


FENSA 


'6 


0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 


www.westmidlandglazing.com 



Extra 

10% off 

if quote 
WMG001 
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Fundraisers hit right notes for hospice 



Mary Stevens Hospice events manager Charlotte Schofield (left) with founder and director of Got 2 Sing Beth Dunn 


A CHOIR will take to the stage at one 
of the West Midlands’ most prestig¬ 
ious venues next month for a charity 
fundraiser. 

Members of the Got 2 Sing choir in 
Wolverhampton will perform a cata¬ 
logue of British hits from the likes of 
Queen, The Beatles and Elton John to 
raise money for Stourbridge charity 
Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The gig, on September 20, will be 
the second time the group has per¬ 
formed at the venue after an appear¬ 
ance in 2013. The singers have spent 
hours rehearsing for the event. 

Founder and director of Got 2 Sing, 


Bet Dunn, said: “If it is anything like 
our last performance at the Symphony 
Hall it will be a wonderful concert.” 

The Wolverhampton choir will be 
joined by seven other Got 2 Sing choirs 
- 420 members in total - from across 
the West Midlands, Shropshire and 
Hereford. 

The charity, Mary Stevens Hospice, 
offers specialist care for people living 
with cancer and other life-limiting 
illnesses who are unlikely to be cured, 
as well as support for the patient’s 
families and carers. 

Charlotte Schofield, lottery and spe¬ 
cial events manager for the hospice 


said: “This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the Hospice to partner with such a 
successful and talented group of local 
people, raising vital funds to support 
patient care as well as for their fam¬ 
ilies.” 

These services are provided free 
to those who need them throughout 
the Dudley borough, as well as parts 
of South Staffordshire, Wyre Forest, 
Sandwell, Hereford and Worcester. 

Tickets for the concert on cost £20 
(adults) and £16 (under 16s) and can 
be purchased from the Symphony Hall 
at www.thsh.co.uk. Further details 
can be found at www.got2sing.co.uk 


Alexandra, queen 
of a sizzling show 


REVIEW 


by Leon Burakowski 


The Bodyguard, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
THE summer blockbuster 
has arrived in Birmingham 
with The Bodyguard, a show 
that delivers an unbeatable 
blend of glamour, romance 
and high-energy R&B music. 

Based on Lawrence Kasdan’s 
screenplay for the hit 1992 mov¬ 
ie of the same name that starred 
Whitney Houston and Kevin Cost¬ 
ner, it tells of the rollercoaster re¬ 
lationship between a pop star and 
her minder, with a creepy stalker 
lurking in the shadows. 

It has a songbook of much-loved 
chart-toppers from the career of tragic 
star Whitney Houston. 

This show needs a big star to take 
on the role of the iconic Rachel Mar- 
ron — and it’s got one with plenty of 
X-Factor in Alexandra Burke. Right 



Sexy and soulful — Alexandra Burke in The Bodyguard Photo by Paul Coltas 


from the start with the Queen of the 
Night number, Miss Burke owns the 
stage with her interpretation of the 
feisty diva. She’s stunning, sexy and 
soulful, and as her voice warms up she 
just gets better and better. 

Dance 

Not only does she shine in the spot¬ 
light with the big ballads but she wows 
the audience with bootilicious dance 
routines and emotional dramatic 
scenes. Surely the fact that she once 
had a stalker helps her empathise with 
Marron’s plight. 

There is chemistry between her and 
Stuart Reid as security expert Frank 
Farmer. Whilst an hilarious karaoke 
bar scene shows he will definitely not 


be duetting, he does have dignity and 
gravitas as the determined protector. 

There is a fine supporting cast and 
production values of the calibre one 
would expect from a West End hit. 

Melissa James, as Rachel’s over¬ 
shadowed sister Nicki, is in fine voice 
for Saving All My Love and the sisters’ 
powerful duet Run To You is one of the 
highlights of the show. 

Dry wit comes from Adam Venus as 
Marron’s publicist, Mike Denman ra¬ 
diates menace as her crazed fan whilst 
Xhanti Mbonzongwana turned the 
cute factor to max as Marron’s hip-hop 
dancing young son Fletcher. 

Designers Tim Hatley and Duncan 
McLean have created an impressive 
set that lends a cinematic feel with its 
clever way of pulling in and out like a 


lens, and using video techniques. Thea 
Sharrock’s directing is pacy. The only 
minor flaws are that the threat to the 
central character is not clear in the 
confused nightclub scene — that ends 
with the iconic rescue by her body¬ 
guard — and not all the audience saw 
the gunman at the front of the stalls 
for the climatic finale. 

And what a finale... Miss Burke’s 
performance of I Will Always Love You 
in a glittering gown atop of a rising 
platform was pure theatrical magic. 

It prompted a standing ovation that 
turned into a dance party as the cast 
returned for a sing-along I Wanna 
Dance With Somebody. 

The Bodyguard is on at the Hippo¬ 
drome until September 5 and it’s going 
to be the hottest ticket in town. 


PLUMBMASTER 


«e4l. 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 


©as sm i\ 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 

01902319588 
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fast 



Mica Paris and Shaun Williamson 
star in Love Me Tender - Page 19 


New musical Dogfight 
preview-See Page 19 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 





STC is an amateur co. 

Reg Charity number 1075916 
By permission of Samuel French Ltd 


Hay 

fever by Noel Coward 


Stourbridge Town Hall Theatre 
3rd - 5th September 2015 
7.30pm 

Tickets - £9 each 

Concessions £7, from The French Deli, 

1 Coventry Street, Stourbridge 
or Telephone 0870 320 7000 
or online stourbridgetheatre.co.uk 



A Great Night Out for 
Family & Friends 

Eat In or Takeaway Service 

Award Winning Chef 


Sandwell MBC 5 Band Food 
Hygiene Rating 


Family Atmosphere and 
Dining Area 


Sports Channels on 
Multi Flat Screen TV's 


i HDD 


KITCHEN OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 4.00pm - 11.00pm 
Sat to Sun 12.00pm - 11.00pm 

Open 7 Days a Week 


THE Fourways Bar 

& Bar Be Que Nation 

Portway HUl, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9DD 

Tel: 0121 559 4394 
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Listings Aug 14-20 


GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 

• Dinner, bed & breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 

• Free excursion programme 


IKIEDUU l 



5 DAY TOURS DEPART MON 31 AUG 


Bournemouth b Weymouth £199.95 

Eastbourne Borde Hill b Bluebell Steam £249.95 
Brighton & Worthing £229.95 

Sandown, Isle of Wight £189.95 

Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend £199.95 

Torquay, Exeter b Brixham £199.95 

Eastbourne b Brighton £199.95 

Shanklin, Isle of Wight £179.95 

Bournemouth b Weymouth £199.95 

Babbacombe b Devon Steam Cruise £229.95 
Bournemouth b Guernsey £259.95 


5 DAY TOURS DEPART MON 7 SEP 


Cumbrae Island b Isle of Bute £199.95 

Southport b Morecambe £189.95 

Tower of London b Thames Cruise £279.95 

Blackpool Illuminations £199.95 

Llanduduno b Snowdonia £189.95 

Weston-s-Mare b Bath £199.95 

Folkestone b Ostend £179.95 

Sandown, Isle of Wight £189.95 

Great Yarmouth b Cromer £219.95 

Pontins & Southport £149.95 

Pontins Brean Sands £159.95 

Pontins Pakefield ‘ADULTS ONLY* £179.95 

Pontins Sand Bay ‘ADULTS ONLY* £179.95 

Torquay, Exeter b Brixham £189.95 

Brighton & Worthing £229.95 

Bournemouth b Weymouth £199.95 

Eastbourne b Brighton £199.95 

White Peak, Ironbridge Gorge Cruise & Steam £199.95 

Little Trains of Wales b Llandudno £249.95 

Pontins Camber Sands £149.95 


WARNER STUDIOS Harry Potter $ London 


1}irr. folia 


★ ADMISSION INCLUDED ★ 


22 Aug, 19 Sep, 
14,21,28 Nov, 
12 Dec 


2 DAYS 


£99.95 



> Les Miserables • Miss Saigon • Mamma Mia^ 

• Beautiful • Bend It like Beckham • Phantom • Lion King 

> Memphis • War Horse • Elf • Billy Elliot • Mrs Browns Boys 

• Charlie b the Chocolate Factory • Shrek 

• Matilda • Wicked • Jersey Boys • Ken Dodd • Cats 

«Abba/Tom Jones/Elton/Elvis/Rod Stewart/Buble Tribute 
plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


TraOelstyle 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk A 


Cloud 

Atlas 



Sunday, 7pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

Cloud Atlas, The Classic Rock 

Society’s best newcomer of 2014, is 

the new project from Heidi Widdop 

(Mostly Autumn, Stolen Earth). It is 

emotional, dark rock. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


The 

Fratellis 



Thursday, 7.30pm 
02 Academy, B’ham 
The Glasgow trio are back with a new 
album, Eyes Wide, Tongue Tied, the 
sound of a band at its peak. It’s packed 
full of fun, is vibrant with energetic soul, 
an album that oozes confidence. 
www.02academybirmingham.co.uk 


Joyce 

Sims 



Thursday, 6pm 
The Jam House, B’ham 
A gifted singer/songwriter, musician, 
and producer, New Yorker Joyce Sims 
became one of the hottest dance floor 
Divas during the late 80s and continues 
to make music today. 

Visit www.thejamhouse.com 


Hamlet 



Friday, 6pm 

Wightwick Manor, W’ton 
Join the Prince of Denmark as he 
battles his inner demons and seeks 
to avenge his late father. This is the 
second night for this production at 
Wightwick Manor 
Visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Green Man Festival 

Thurs - Aug 23 
Brecon Beacons, 

Wales 

www.greenman.net 

Amped Local Band Night 

Friday, 7pm, £5.50 
Slade Rooms, 

Wolverhampton 

WV1 1RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Bon Giovi 

Sat at 7pm, E12/E13 
Robin 2, Bilston 
WV14 7LJ 
Call 01902 401211 

Cloud Atlas 

Sun at 7pm, £12/El5 
Robin 2, Bilston 
WV14 7LJ 
Call 01902 401211 

Remode 

Thur at 7pm, £14/El 4 
Robin 2, Bilston 
WV14 7LJ 
Call 01902 401211 

Yr Welcome Birmingham 

Sat at 2pm -11.45pm, Sun at 
2pm - 11.45pm, £7.50-£10 
The Wagon & Horses, 
Birmingham, B9 4ED. 

Call 0121 772 1403 

Dream World Tour 

Mon at 8.30pm, £5.50 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Fathoms 

Thu at 7pm, £6 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

U2 360: The Complete U2 
Experience 

Sat at 7pm -11pm, £10 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Fratellis 

Thu at 7.30pm -11.30pm, 
£22.50 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Punk’d 

Fri at 7pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Guns N Roses Experience: 
Guns N’ Roses Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 


Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Sandpiper Folk Club Night 

Wed at 7.45pm, 

Pigot Arms, 11 High Street, 
Pattingham, 

Wolverhampton, WV6 7BQ. 

Call 01902 700207 

Common Folk: Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8.30pm, 

Pelsall Cricket & Sports Club, 
Walsall Road, Walsall, 

WS3 4BR Call 01922 682018 

Brewood Acoustic Club 

Thu at 8pm, 

Brewood Cricket Club, Four Ash¬ 
es Road, Brewood, 

ST19 9HX. 

Call 01902 850422 

Country Music Nights 

Sun at 8.15pm, £2 
Swan With Two Necks, 

Longdon, WS15 4PN. 

Call 01543 491570 

SOUL AND JAZZ 

Joyce Sims 

Thu at 8.30pm, £8 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Solid Soul 

Fri - Sat at 11 pm - 2am, Sat - Sun 
at 11pm - 2am, £5 - £10 
The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Soul Junction 

Fri, 8.30pm, £8/£10 

Robin 2, Bilston 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Musical Picnic: Andy 
Usherwood 

Sat at 10.30am - noon, Free 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Youngblood Brass Band 

Wed at 8pm - 11pm, £15 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


CLUBBING 

Killer Wave 

Sat at 10.30pm, Free 
The Bulls Head, Moseley, 
Birmingham, B13 8HW. 

Call 0121 256 7777 

Relative 

Fri at 10pm, Free 

The Bulls Head, Birmingham, 

B13 8HW. 

Call 0121 256 7777 


All Hands On Decks: World 
Service 

Fri at 8pm, Free 

Light House, Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Vice Is Nice 

Sat at 4pm - 10pm, Free 
The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

THEATRE 

Family Fun Festival 2015: 

Charlie & Matilda’s Marvellous 
Medicine: Out Of The Box 

Fri at 7pm, £6 - £8 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Disney’s Beauty And The Beast: 
The Harlequins 

Sat at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

£9.25 - £39.25 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Hamlet 

Fri at 6.30pm - 9.30pm, 

£8 - £35 

Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Family Fun Festival 2015: 2faced 
Dance: Kapow 
Fri at 11.15am, 1 pm, Free 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1 PQ. Call 
01527 577330 

That’ll Be The Day 

Thu at 7.30pm, £11 - £24 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

The Bodyguard 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, 
7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, 

£18-£49.50 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

DANCE 

Bhangra Folk Stars 

Saturday, 6pm 
£13.75 

Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 
WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

COMEDY 

Comedy Carousel & Real Food 
Canteen 

Thu at 7pm - 11pm, 

£5-£19.50 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Manford’s Comedy Club 

Sat at 7.30pm -11pm, 

£12.50 

Players Bar Birmingham, 

B1 2HG. Call 0121 643 6817 


ART EXHIBITIONS 

20th-Century British Studio 
Ceramics 

Fri at 10.30am - 5pm, Sat at 10am 

- 5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon 
at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 
5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 
10am - 5pm, Free 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

Artist Development West 
Midlands 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, Free 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. Call 01922 654400 

Love Is Enough 

Fri at 10.30am - 5pm, Sat at 10am 

- 5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon 
at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 
5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 
10am - 5pm, 

£3-£17 

Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

At Home With Vanley Burke 

Fri at 11 am - 6pm, Sat at 11 am - 
6pm, Sun at 11am - 6pm, Tue at 
11 am - 6pm, Wed at 11 am - 6pm, 
Thu at 11am - 6pm, Free 
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, 

B1 2HS. Call 0121 248 0708 

Small Worlds 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at noon - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, Free 
The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. Call 01922 654400 

Animal Architecture 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, Free 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 01902 552055 

Takehisa Kosugi: Spacings 

Fri at 11 am - 6pm, Sat at 11 am - 
6pm, Sun at 11 am - 6pm, Tue at 
11 am - 6pm, Wed at 11 am - 6pm, 
Thu at 11am - 6pm, Free 
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, 

B1 2HS. Call 0121 248 0708 

Happy Birthday, Scottish 
National Gallery Of Modern Art! 

Fri at 10.15am - 3.30pm, Sat 
at 10.15am - 3.30pm, Tue at 
10.15am -3.30pm, Wed at 
10.15am - 3.30pm, Thu at 
10.15am - 3.30pm, £1.50 
Birmingham Back to Backs, 

B5 4TE. Call 0121 666 7671 

The Art Of Pastels 

Fri at 10am - 4pm, Sat at 10am - 
4pm, Mon at 10am - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 4pm, Wed at 10am - 4pm, 
Thu at 10am - 4pm, Free 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 


TALKS 

Simon Owen: Scaling Down 
Reality 

Wed at 1.30pm, Free 
Royal Air Force Museum, 
Cosford, Shifnal, TF11 8UP 
Call 01902 376200 

FAMILY EVENTS 

At The Movies: Workshop 

Sat at 2pm - 5pm, £2 
Wednesbury Museum & Art 
Gallery, WS10 7DF. 

Call 0121 556 0683 

Rag Rug Bugs And Blooms: 
Workshop 

Fri at 11am - 2pm, £2 
Kinver Edge and the Rock 
Houses, Kinver, Stourbridge, 

DY7 6DL. Call 01384 872553 

Dinosaur Craft Activities 

Thu at 12am, £0.50 - £1 
Wednesbury Museum & Art 
Gallery, WS10 7DF. 

Call 0121 556 0683 

Book/Library Days 

Fri at 11am - 3pm, 

Haden Hill House Museum, 
Cradley Heath, B64 7JU. 

Call 01384 569444 

Children’s Craft Club 

Wed at 11am - 3pm, £1 
Haden Hill House Museum, 
Cradley Heath, B64 7JU. 

Call 01384 569444 

Bug Hotel: Workshop 

Thu at 11am - 2pm, £2 
Kinver Edge and the Rock 
Houses, Kinver, Stourbridge, 

DY7 6DL. Call 01384 872553 

Peg Plane Magnets: Workshop 

Fri at 11.30am - 3.30pm, £2 
Royal Air Force Museum, 
Cosford, TF11 8UR 
Call 01902 376200 

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Summer Holiday Activities 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 
- 5pm, £7.25 - £45 
The Black Country Living 
Museum, Dudley, DY1 4SQ. 

Call 0121 557 9643 

Giant Puppet Workshop 

Wed at 10am - 3pm, Free 
Wednesbury Museum & Art 
Gallery, WS10 7DF. 

Call 0121 556 0683 

Car Rallies 

Sat at noon, Sun at noon, 

Royal Air Force Museum, 
Cosford, Shifnal, TF11 8UP 
Call 01902 376200 

VIP Record Fair 

Sat at 10am - 4pm, 

The Custard Factory, 

Birmingham, B9 4AA. 

Call 0121 224 7777 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


A soldier’s cruel 
bet turns to love 



On the razzle in San Francisco, some of the cast of new musical Dogfight, set at the time of the Vietnam War 



2pm shows on Saturday and Sunday. 
Tickets are £15 from the box office on 
0121200 0946. 

It is not the only new musical head¬ 
ing to the West Midlands. Love Me 
Tender, with Mica Paris and Shaun 
Williamson (see below) opens in Bir¬ 
mingham later this month. Then 
Kneehigh’s Dead Dog In A Suitcase 
(And Other Love Songs), based on 
The Beggar’s Opera, is at Birming¬ 
ham Rep September 29 to October 3. 


Paris Presley 
connection 


SHE’S loving the show. Mica Paris, a soul star whose speed dial has 
featured Prince, Mary J Blige, Dionne Warwick and Natalie Cole, is 
thrilled to be starring in Love Me Tender. 

The travelling production of the musical inspired by the music of 
Elvis Presley has been visiting towns and cities across the UK since 
June, and from August 24 to 29 will be staged at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre 

“It’s wicked,” says Mica, one of the UK’s most respected female 
singers with a career of Top 10 hit singles and albums worldwide. 
“We’ve been on the road for a bit now and I’m loving the show. 
We’re laughing every night. For someone who was running in the 
opposite direction to the theatre, suddenly I love it.” 

"jrget. Mica has a track record in theatre, well, 
years ago, she starred in two West End Shows; 
lg and Sweet Lorraine. They were both success¬ 
ful but, strangely, served only to convince Mica that her future lay 
anywhere but on stage. 

“The last time I did a play was 20 years ago and as much as every¬ 
body loved it, I wasn’t mentally prepared for it. I was much younger 
then, so I couldn’t cope.” 

Mica has changed her mind. And she’s glad she did. But she hasn’t 
turned her back on recording. She’s 
been working on new material. 

“I’ve been in the studio with Don 
Black,” she said. “We’ve just done 
some work together. He put the or¬ 
chestra on it after I’d done my vo¬ 
cals and it just sounds so amazing.” 


’re laughing 
every night’ 


A NEW musical set in San 
Francisco is being staged at 
a theatre above a Birming¬ 
ham city pub. 

Dogfight by Benj Pasek, Justin 
Paul and Peter Duchan, will be pre¬ 
sented in the Old Joint Stock Theatre 
in Temple Road West until Sunday, 
August 16. 

It is being performed by the Old 
Joint Stock Musical Theatre Com¬ 


pany, bringing the show to London 
after it won acclaim in London. 

The show - about a group of US Ma¬ 
rines before they go to fight in Viet¬ 
nam - is an adaptation of a 1991 film 
of the same name. The film explores 
the relationship between 18-year-old 
Corporal Eddie Birdlace and awk¬ 
ward, idealistic young waitress Rose, 
who he first approaches because of a 
cruel bet with his comrades. 

Performances are at 7.30pm with 


Rock ’n’ roll band 
to play for charity 

A ROCK ‘n’ roll band playing 
pop hits from the 1950s and 
1960s are to perform at a village 
hall near Hagley. 

Bev Pegg and his All Star 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Band will be ap¬ 
pearing at Blakedown Parish 
Rooms, Belbroughton Road, for 
their nostalgic gig on Saturday. 
Recent shows in Blakedown and 
Stourbridge were both sell-outs. 

Accompanying music scene 
veteran Bev will be Dutch Lewis 
on sax, pedal steel guitarist Mau¬ 
rice Hipkiss, Rod Kelly on key¬ 
board, Roy Parry on bass and 
Ken Wright drums. 

Profits will be donated to Age 
Concern. Doors open at 8pm. 
Tickets are £12, call Ken Cowdry 
on (01384) 392590. 


Reggae veterans to 
get a dub makeover 

WOLVERHAMPTON reggae 
legends Capital Letters are set 
to release a counterpart album 
to their latest record, which was 
named after their home city. 

Earlier this year, the reunited 
reggae group released comeback 
‘Wolverhampton’ to critical ac¬ 
claim. The album’s title track, 
about the city where the group 
formed back in 1971, has re¬ 
ceived radio play across Europe. 

The group are to release a 
digital download called ‘Wol¬ 
verhampton in Dub’ on October 
16. The band is led by Junior 
Brown and Lukas Daley. 

The new release will focus on 
the work of producer Dave ‘Old- 
wah’ Sandford. 


TV comedy talent 
coming to marquee 

A COMEDY club in Stourbridge 
celebrating its first birthday 
next month has announced a 
host of TV names will be per¬ 
forming there in future months 
Fitz of Laughter Comedy 
Club moves to a monthly Friday 
night slot from September in a 
marquee at Katie Fitzgerald’s, 
Enville Street. Headliner at the 
anniversary gig on September 11 
is former Xtra Factor host Matt 
Richardson. Top of the bill on 
October 2 is Iain Stirling, from 
TV’s The Dog Ate My Home¬ 
work. Archie Kelly —Kenny Snr 
in Peter Kay’s Phoenix Nights 
— appears on November 13. See 
www.wegottickets.com/comedy/ 
event/328539 




UGREAT 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


MON-THURS : 1 2.00-2.3 Art, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 


^ ^ A High Street, Blackheath 

Xj ^ Tel: 0121 561 5599 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


oTvSundays?Mid night 




Thi'j 


Great Bar...Great Food... 

E tainment 


SUNDAY 1 6TH AUGUST 
THE BEST KARAOKE SHOW 
IN TOWNjgi 
MONDAY 1 7TH AUGUST 
IFUN QUIZ & KARAOKE ON 
* MONDAY NIGHT 
TUESDAY 1 8TH AUGUST 
KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 
WEDNRSDAY 1 9TH AUGUST 

■ bUR GAZ...A.K.A TYLER JON 
THURSDAY 20TH AUGUST 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


Fantastic Value 


y Coach Travel throughout 
y 2 Nights Marriott Hotel 

✓ English Breakfasts 

✓ Dinner Saturday 

y Hotel Leisure Centre 


y Top Price Theatre Ticket 
y Tour of BBC Studios 
y Thames River Cruise 
y Afternoon Tea 
y Visit to Windsor 


SHOWS INCLUDE: Jersey Boys, Memphis, 
Michael McIntyre, Billy Elliot, Lion King & Wicked 

October & November Dates all at £225,00 
Other 1 Night Inclusive Theatre Weekends from only £1 35,00 
Including: Cats, Miss Saigon, Thriller, Phantom & Matilda 

FULL COLOUR BROCHURE © 01922 414576 


For all our British, European & Festive Tours 


& PARRYS 

t w INTERNATIONAL 

www.parrys-international.co.uk 


We also serve 
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eating out 




When the chips are down, 
things grill only get better 


WHAT’S that splat?” The Queen 
of Puds was looking dismissively 
at her plate, as though a seagull 
had pooped right in the centre. 

“What splat?” “That one there, look.” 

She pointed to a rubbery square on her 
plate. It looked like a white-chocolate-jelly 
and added nothing to an otherwise decent 
dish. 

“That, that splat. Oh My God, you’re not 
going to put that in the review, are you?” 
And she clasped her hand to her mouth, 
as though to prevent any more words from 
falling out. 

The Queen Of Puds has been absent from 
reviewing duties for a year. Bringing babies 
into the world has denied us of her enter¬ 
taining presence. But she returned with a 
vengeance during a dinner a deux at The 
Granary Grill, in Weston Park. 


Bjf I ndy Richardso n 

The Grill is a delightfully located dining 
room, right in the heart of the Weston Park 
Estate. Light and airy and offering views 
over a courtyard and pretty garden, it’s a 
sophisticated steak joint for those willing 
to travel out of town. Somehow, it’s never 
quite captured the public imagination in 
the way that similar venues have. 

The reason for that is hard to discern, but 
it’s not down to poor service. 

Our starters were decent, if unremarka¬ 
ble. I ate a warm, sauteed new potato salad 
with pancetta lardons, cherry tomatoes and 
roast garlic, while The Queen of Puds tack¬ 
led a deep fried avocado with a blue cheese 
dressing. The salad was reasonable, though 
the potatoes lacked any crunch or crispy 
from their sautee pan. The avocado was 
fine, without hitting any culinary heights. 


The accompanying blue cheese dressing 
was pleasant. 

Our mains were better. The Queen of 
Puds ate the fish of the day, a generous sea 
bass fillet that had been cooked beautifully. 
It was arguably the stand-out dish. 

I ordered the hickory smoked sticky 
spiced pork ribs with chips and a garnish. 
The ribs were great - a treat. The pot of 
accompanying sauce was delightful. Simul¬ 
taneously sweet, spicy and hot, it added 
peppery piquancy to a damn good dish. 

But the chips were dreadful. There 
were five of them. Yes, five. They came in 
a sad bowl, looking like giants’ amputated 
fingers. One potato, sliced five ways and 
dropped in the fryer. That was it. 

Middle-aged, slightly-overweight fellas 
need small portions. But they don’t want 
to be able to count the number of chips on 
one sorry hand. The chips were down, make 


no mistake. I’d rather have eaten a bag of 
McCain’s Gorgeous Chips. 

And so would The Queen of Puds. But she 
had other things on her mind. Dessert. And 
she was on record-breaking, Olympic Gold 
Dessert Medal-Winning form, as we went 
for five. Every dish on the menu was con¬ 
sumed, namely potted peach with ricotta ice 
cream and fresh raspberries, a chocoholics 
plate, apple galette served with decent ice 
cream and the pick of the bunch. And, fi¬ 
nally summer berries. 

The Granary Grill offers a delightful 
dining room, great service and an uncom¬ 
plicated menu. The execution of dishes is 
okay, but not great. Minor refinements 
and finessing of dishes would make a big 
difference. It’s the tiniest of tweaks here 
and there, more accurate seasonings, bet¬ 
ter cooking, you know the drill - just don’t 
order the chips. 



Railway 


FREE CHILD OFFER 

On* child travel* FREE with 
each full fare paying Adult or 
Senior Citizen Return Ticket 
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Caltoursof 


Birmingh am Ltd 

Coach Excursions .from Birmingham 

THE AMERICAN 
MUSEUM 

Tuesday 25th August 
£26.50pp 

including admission price 


©qif M<m M )\li [^©©[hiaotT© 


great value coach TOURS 



LUXURY CHALET 
FOR SALE ON 
BARMOUTH BAY 


Brand new on what can 
only be described as 
stunning sea front plot. 

3 Bedrooms all mod cons 


A rare opportunity to aquire an 
enviable position on this fantastic 
piece of the welsh coast. 

Call Darren For more details 

01341 247 350 
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SATURDAY’S TV AUGUST 15- 


CHOICE 



Alesha Dixon 


The Saturday Night Story 
(ITV, 8pm) 

Part one of two. Celebrating 
the best-loved and most 
watched moments from 
Saturday night TV, including 
documentaries and 
interviews with stars of 
the past and present. The 
first show looks at how 
dancing has evolved 
from beingthesupporting 
act to the main draw, 
with the advent of 
programmes like Strictly 
Come Dancing. The 
spotlight is also on the best 
pranks played on the public 
and celebrities in hidden 
camera phenomenon 
shows like Beadle's About 
and Ant & Dec Undercover. 
Narrated by Stephen 
Mulhern. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 10.30 VJ Day 70: The Nation 

Remembers. 12.15 Football Focus. 1.00 

VJ Day 70: The Nation Remembers. 3.30 

Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 Final 

Score. 5.15 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Film: Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade. (1989) The intrepid 
archaeologist sets out to find his 
estranged father, who has gone 
missing while searching for the 
Holy Grail. Once reunited, the duo 
team up to finish the task and 
locate the sacred relic before the 
Nazis get their hands on it. Action 
adventure sequel directed by 
Steven Spielberg, starring 
Harrison Ford, Sean Connery, 
Alison Doody, River Phoenix, 
Julian Glover and Denholm Elliott. 

8.15 The National Lottery: Five Star 
Family Reunion. A UK family and 
their long-lost overseas relatives 
must work together in order to win 
a once-in-a-lifetime reunion in a 
five-star location. The overseas 
family must answer questions to 
win time for their relatives in the 
UK studio, who will then 
individually answer questions 
against the clock. Nick Knowles 
hosts. Includes the all-important 
weekend draw. 

9.10 Casualty. Dylan creates a scene in 
front of his colleagues when he 
hits back at staff nurse Lofty, so 
Connie gives him one day to prove 
he is fit enough to carry out his 
medical duties. Tess’s son Sam 
visits the hospital and introduces 
her to her first grandchild, 
meaning she has a difficult 
decision to make. Meanwhile, after 
helping Max out with options for 
the big day, Big Mac is overjoyed 
when he is asked to be best man at 
his wedding to Zoe, and Ethan 
takes the opportunity to ask Honey 
out after her unsuccessful date. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Southampton v Everton 
at St Mary’s Stadium and 
Tottenham Hotspur v Stoke City at 
White Hart Lane; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.40 Rugby Union. England v France. 

12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

7.25 Film: San Demetrio, London. 

(1943) 9.00 More Creatures Great and 
Small. (R) 9.30 More Creatures Great 
and Small. (R) 10.00 The Women’s 
Football Show. 10.30 Great British Menu. 
(R) 11.00 Great British Menu. (R) 11.30 
Alex Polizzi: Chefs on Trial. (R) 12.30 
Omar Sharif: Talking Pictures. 1.00 Film: 
Funny Girl. (1968) Musical biopicof 
Fanny Brice, starring Barbra Streisand. 

3.25 Film: Hidalgo. (2004) Period 
adventure, starring Viggo Mortensen. 

5.30 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on 
Earth. (R) 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
seeks help for his box hedges, 
which are still riddled with blight, 
and sets about growing 
mushrooms. Meanwhile, Rachel 
de Thame visits Highclere Castle in 
Berkshire. (R) 

7.00 Proms Extra. Katie Derham is 
joined by Maestro Juanjo Mena to 
review Nicola Benedetti’s 
performance of the Korngold 
Concerto, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in 
Blue, and two Pastoral 
Symphonies. 

7.40 Edwardian Farm. The team heads 
to Dartmoor to explore how 
shepherds took advantage of the 
landscape. Alex Langlands and 
Peter Ginn get to grips with 
shearing, while Ruth Goodman 
visits a wool mill. (R) 

8.40 Dad’s Army. The men of 
Walmington-on-Sea’s Home 
Guard use up all their ammunition 
shooting at a passing aircraft, so 
Captain Mainwaring has to hold a 
court of inquiry. (R) 

9.10 VE Day: Remembering Victory. 
May 8,2015 marked 70 years 
since Winston Churchill 
announced the Second World War 
in Europe was over, prompting 
Britain to throw the biggest street 
party the country has ever seen. 
David Attenborough, Bruce 
Forsyth, Miriam Margolyesand 
June Whitfield are just a few of the 
well-known figures sharing their 
memories of the end of the 
conflict. Narrated by Julie Walters, 
with contributions from others 
including Johnny Ball, Honor 
Blackman, Jilly Cooper, John 
Craven and Una Stubbs. (R) 

10.40 Film: The White Countess. (2005) 
Period romantic drama, with Ralph 
Fiennes and Natasha Richardson. 

12.45 Dancing Through the Blitz: 
Blackpool’s Big Band Story. (R) 2.15 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Super 4. (R) 7.45 
Fish Hooks. 8.00 Young Justice: 
Invasion. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.35 Tipping Point. (R) 2.35 
Celebrity Squares. (R) 3.20 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.15 Catchphrase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
viewers’ videos, featuring a cat 
terrorising a postman and an 
accident at the top of the Eiffel 
Tower, as well as elaborate pranks. 

(R) 

7.00 Keep It in the Family. Bradley 
Walsh hosts the game show in 
which families go head to head in 
a series of fun-filled rounds. Six 
Emmerdale stars face the drop as 
two families from London and 
Bolton decide whether to swap a 
prize, drop it or keep it in the 
family. Plus an aerial bike act 
performs, the Nanas are back, and 
a kids musical theatre group sing 
from “Annie”. 

8.00 The Saturday Night Story. Part 
one of two. Celebrating best-loved 
and most watched moments from 
Saturday night TV, including the 
evolution of dancing and the 
hidden camera phenomenon. 

9.00 Film: The Bourne Supremacy. 
(2004) The amnesiac assassin is 
living quietly in hiding, until his 
former employers come after him 
again and murder his girlfriend. A 
CIA operation has ended in 
disaster, and those responsible 
intend to clear their names by 
implicating Bourne. As the former 
secret agent tries to evade the 
hitmen on his trail, he also 
struggles to piece together the 
truth about his past. Action thriller 
sequel, starring Matt Damon. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.20The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to 
take on ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ejector Seat. (R) 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.35 
The Grid. 7.00 London Triathlon. 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.25 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 
Rude(ish) Tube. 1.25 Channel 4 Racing. 
Live coverage from Newbury, Newmarket 
and Ripon. 4.15 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
4.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.15 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.45 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 

6.10 Come Dine with Me. It is the final 
night in Manchester and 
glamorous goth Maria is serving 
her twist on Asian cuisine, which 
manages to impress daddy’s girl 
Sasha. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. New 

series. Veteran actors and married 
couple Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary with four 
adventures around the canal 
networks of Britain and France. In 
the first edition, the pair head to 
the West Country to travel along 
the fully restored Kennet and Avon 
Canal. Taking in the sights, 
characters and wildlife from Bath 
to Devizes, Wiltshire, the duo 
enjoy an eventful journey along the 
picturesque 21-mile stretch of 
water. 

8.00 Walking Through History. Tony 
Robinson hikes up from Lyme 
Regis in Dorset to the Somerset 
Levels telling the story of the 1685 
Monmouth Rebellion, an attempt 
to overthrow James II. Last in the 
series. (R) 

9.00 Film: Red. (2010) A retired CIA 
agent survives an assassination 
attempt and realises something in 
his past has made him a target. He 
sets out to reunite the members of 
his old hit squad to find out who is 
trying to kill them and why, but in 
the process, uncovers dangerous 
secrets. Action thriller, with Bruce 
Willis and Morgan Freeman. 

11.10 Film: Repo Men. (2010) A man 
employed to repossess artificial 
organs questions his career when 
he needs a mechanical heart he 
cannot pay for. Sci-fi thriller, with 
Jude Law and Forest Whitaker. 

1.15 The Last Leg. (R) 2.15 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 4.20 Double Your House for Half the 
Money. (R) 5.15 Kirstie’s Handmade 
Treasures. (R) 5.25 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 11.30 Cowboy Builders. (R) 
12.30 Cowboy Builders. (R) 1.25 Film: 
North Sea Hijack. (1979) Thriller, starring 
Roger Moore. 3.20 Film: The Dirty 
Dozen. (1967) Second World War action 
adventure, with Lee Marvin. 

6.10 Sinkholes: Buried Alive. The 
underlying forces behind into 
sinkholes, which can occur 
gradually - when the surface 
subsides into bowl-shaped 
depressions - or suddenly, when 
the ground gives away. (R) 

7.00 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. A man in Cumbria takes 
issue with his neighbour’s free- 
roaming menagerie of birds, and a 
pair of horse-breeders in North 
Wales clash with the owners of a 
yurt business. (R) 

7.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Sheriff Paul Bohill tackles the case 
of a small debt owed by ex¬ 
footballer Neil “Razor” Ruddock to 
a kennel owner, before being 
forced to evict a school dinner lady 
in south London. Meanwhile, in 
the north of England enforcement 
agent Stewart MacCracken heads 
out with trainee lain Taylor to 
confront a Yorkshire builder they 
need to get payment from at his 
home, while a reptile shop owner 
hit by online competitors urgently 
needs to pay a debt for the feed 
company he relies on to keep his 
animals alive. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the latest 
games, including Milton Keynes 
Dons v Preston North End and 
Queens Park Rangers v Cardiff City 
in the Championship, as well as all 
the goals from League One and 
League Two. Plus, a round-up of 
the main talking points, and 
interviews with a selection of 
players and managers. 

10.25 Rob Brydon Live. A stand-up 
show recorded at Norwich’s 
Theatre Royal during the comedian 
and actor’s first UK tour in 2009, 
featuring comic tales, 
impressions, songs and 
anecdotes. (R) 

11.20 The Great British Benefits Hotel. (R) 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Transporter: 
The Series. 4.00 Police Interceptors 
Unleashed with Vinnie Jones. (R) 4.50 
Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of 
the Fifth 7.15 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.15 
Top Gear 9.15 Film: The Mexican (2001) 
11.10 Family Guy 1.30 People Just Do 
Nothing 2.00 Pramface 3.30 People Just 
Do Nothing 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Natural World: Chimps of the Lost 
Gorge 8.00 Lost Land of the Volcano 
9.00 The Young Montalbano 10.50 Top 
of the Pops 1978: Big Hits 11.50 It’s Only 
Rock ’n’ Roll: Rock ’n’ Roll at the BBC 

12.50 4,000 Year Old Cold Case: The 
Body in the Bog 1.50 Lost Land of the 
Volcano 2.50 Delphi: The Bellybutton of 
the Ancient World 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

11.00 Take Me Out 12.10 Film: 

Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 1.55 You’ve Been 
Framed! Kids Special 2.55 You’ve Been 
Framed! 3.25 Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 
5.20 The X Factor: The Boss Looks Back 
6.25 Film: The Amazing Spider-Man 
(2012) 9.00 Film: Practical Magic (1998) 

11.10 Film: The Matrix Reloaded (2003) 

1.50 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.15 Life’s Funniest Moments 
2.35 Teleshopping 5.35 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.05 Rosemary & Thyme 12.05 
Wycliffe 1.10 Agatha Christie’s Marple 

3.10 Film: All Creatures Great and Small 
(1975) 4.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute 
to the Commodore (1976) 7.00 Doc 
Martin 8.00 Lewis 10.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 12.00 Wire in the Blood 

1.30 Never the Twain 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

3.40 British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 5.15 Film: A View to a Kill 
(1985) 8.00 World Series of Darts: Perth 

11.30 Film: 30 Days of Night (2007) 1.45 
I Want That Car 2.35 Movies Now 2.45 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.30 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 11.05 
Gogglebox 1.05 Rude Tube 2.10 How I 
Met Your Mother 2.55 2 Broke Girls 3.45 
Rules of Engagement 4.10 Come Dine 
with Me: Made in Chelsea Special 
Film4 

11.00 The Lady Vanishes (1979) 1.00 
Congo (1995) 3.10 The Rugrats Movie 
(1999) 4.45 Mr Popper’s Penguins 
(2011) 6.35 Multiplicity (1996) 9.00 The 
Five-Year Engagement (2012) 
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SUNDAY’S TV AUGUST 16 


CHOICE 



Abz 


Country Strife: Abz on the 
Farm 

(BBC2, 9.45pm) 

New series. The former 
member of 1990s boy 
band 5ive and his 
girlfriend, singer- 
songwriter Vicky 
Fallon, try to lead a self- 
sufficient life by running a 
small holding in Wales, 
despite having no 
experience in farming. In 
the first episode, they 
seek advice from the 
residents of an eco 
village, go looking for 
suitable land and 
make their first attempt 
to buy livestock at 
auction. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 Sunday 
Morning Live. 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Flog It! 
(R) 2.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.00 
Animal Odd Couples. (R) 4.00 The Great 
British Bake Off. (R) 5.00 Songs of 
Praise. 5.35 Earth’s Natural Wonders: 
Vast Wonders. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Joe Crowley and 

Anita Rani report from the Country 
Land and Business Associations 
annual game fair at Harewood 
House near Leeds. Joe tries his 
hand at kayak fishing and 
introduces his dog Oscar to the 
stars of the show at the event’s 
gun dog competition. Anita talks 
to female clay pigeon shooters and 
conservationists trying to protect 
the endangered grey partridge. 
Plus, Tom Heap investigates land 
reform in Scotland and Adam 
Henson looks at country breeds in 
Yorkshire. 

8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
Philip Mould investigate more 
potentially valuable works of art, 
beginning by helping a man who 
believes he owns a painting by 
French post-impressionist 
Edouard Vuillard. The quest for 
provenance begins in Geneva, 
where Philip compares the picture 
with a huge Vuillard work created 
in 1919, trying to find out whether 
the same materials were used in 
both, while Fiona uncovers clues 
to the picture’s origins in France 
and Holland. Once they have 
enough evidence, they seek the 
approval of the Wildenstein 
Institute in Paris - but these are 
the same experts who notoriously 
rejected a highly credible Monet 
back in the very first episode. Have 
they done enough to prove this 
picture is genuine? (R) 

9.00 Partners in Crime. Part one of 
three. Tommy is sent on a secret 
undercover mission to unmask a 
Russian spy and discover what 
has become of a nuclear scientist 
who has gone missing. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

II. 30 Film: New Town Killers. (2008) 

1.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

8.15 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.45 Great British 
Menu. (R) 11.15 Great British Menu. (R) 

11.45 Great British Menu. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Rugby Union. (R) 
2.00 European Amateur Boxing 
Championships. 2.50 Equestrian. 4.00 
Dancing Through the Blitz: Blackpool’s 
Big Band Story. (R) 5.30 VJ Day 70: The 
Nation Remembers - Highlights. 

7.00 Burma, My Father and the 

Forgotten Army. Griff Rhys Jones 
visits Ghana and Burma as he 
explores the stories of the Africans 
and Asians who fought for the 
Allies during the Second World 
War. (R) 

8.00 Dragons’Den. The dragons give 
their opinions on ideas for an 
electric tuk tuk and a range of 
Korean inspired sauces - but the 
pressure proves too much for one 
would-be entrepreneur. 

9.00 Odyssey. Odelle and Aslam are 
rescued from an awkward 
situation by Luc, who apparently 
has his own reasons for keeping 
Frank Majors alive. Back in New 
York, Sophia works with Peter. 

9.45 Country Strife: Abz on the Farm. 
New series. The former boy band 
member and his girlfriend, singer- 
songwriter Vicky Fallon, try to start 
their own small holding in Wales, 
despite having no experience in 
farming. 

10.15 Family Guy. Stewieand Brian use 
their time machine to help Chris 
pass his history test, but trouble 
ensues when the trio all get stuck 
in the past. 

10.35 Family Guy. Peter and his cronies 
go on a worldwide quest to seek 
out and confront God about His 
messing with the outcome of the 
New England Patriots’ football 
games. 

11.00 Family Guy. Chris learns he is the 
heir his grandfather Carter’s 
fortune, but he refuses to take the 
money - leaving Peter to resort to 
desperate measures to keep the 
wealth in the family. 

11.20 Film: Let Me In. (2010) A bullied 
boy befriends a mysterious girl, 
unaware she is a vampire who is 
behind a recent series of killings. 
Horror remake, starring Chloe 
Grace Moretz. 

1.05 Film: We Are What We Are. (2010) 
2.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.25 
Holby City. (R) 4.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Super 4. (R) 7.45 
Fish Hooks. 8.00 Young Justice: 

Invasion. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.35 Love Your Garden. 
(R) 1.35 Film: Smokey and the Bandit. 
(1977) Comedy, starring Burt Reynolds 
and Jackie Gleason. 3.25 Film: The 
Incredible Hulk. (2008) Comic-book 
adventure, starring Edward Norton. 5.30 
The Chase. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Nature Nuts with Julian Clary. 

Julian meets a woman who takes 
care of thousands of injured 
hedgehogs and helps her check up 
on a former patient. He also uses 
cameras that can see by moonlight 
to help a woman who streams 
footage from her garden on the 
internet to observe an elusive 
family of badgers, and takes two 
“otter spotters” to visit a unique 
sanctuary. Last in the series. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. It’s the day of 
the Little Crosby Folk Festival and 
organiser Toby Winning is found 
dead, having drowned in a bowl of 
eggs and live eels. The murder 
seems to have been inspired by a 
ballad made famous by the late, 
lamented star Johnny Carver. Then 
it comes to light the victim recently 
announced plans to move the 
event to a new location, which 
would have cost local entrepreneur 
Frank Wainwright dearly. Toby’s 
estranged wife Alice also comes 
under suspicion, before two 
further killings take place, echoing 
more lyrics from the song. (R) 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Man and Beast with Martin 
Clunes. Part one of two. The 
comedy actor travels to Nepal, 
where he meets a farmer whose 
cows not only provide milk, but 
also the fuel for lighting and 
cooking in his home. (R) 

11.15 56 Up. Another chance to see the 
2012 instalment of the landmark 
documentary series, featuring an 
update on a group of participants 
whose lives have been chronicled 
since 1964. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 British 
GT. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Amazing Spaces 
Shed of the Year 2015. (R) 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. 

(R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.25 Phil Spencer: Secret 
Agent. (R) 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Real Noah’s Ark: Secret 

History. The story of Irving Finkel, 
an expert on ancient Babylon, and 
his discovery of a 4,000-year-old 
tablet that sheds new light on the 
biblical tale of Noah’s Ark. Having 
spent 20 years translating the 
artefact, Finkel sets out to show 
that the narrative originated from 
tales that had been embedded in 
Sumerian and Babylonian society 
and literature for thousands of 
years. The ancient clay tablet is 
inscribed with the world’s oldest 
language and gives detailed 
instructions on howto build an 
ark. Inspired by his find, Finkel and 
a team of archaeological boat 
builders set out to construct a real 
Noah’s ark and discover if this 
coracle-shaped boat can float. (R) 
8.00 Experimental. Tim Shaw and 
Buddy Munro go to the Caucasus 
Mountains in Georgia, and try 
riding down the slopes on a 
shovel. Tim also builds a football¬ 
firing air cannon to recreate an 
incident where a ball was fired 
from a coach, and rebounded back 
to be caught by one of its 
passengers. The duo watch a 
video of an unusual firework in a 
Thai religious festival, and build a 
giant rocket out of bamboo. 

9.00 Film: Zero Dark Thirty. (2012) 
Premiere. A CIA operative joins a 
team of intelligence and military 
operatives in the aftermath of the 
September 11 attacks. She spends 
the next 10 years searching for 
information on the whereabouts of 
Osama bin Laden, ultimately 
leading to the final raid on the 
terrorist leader’s hideout. Kathryn 
Bigelow’s fact-based drama, 
starring Jessica Chastain and 
Mark Strong. 

12.05 Film: Splice. (2009) 1.50 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.05 Double Your 
House for Half the Money. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.30 Paw Patrol. 7.50 Little Princess. (R) 
8.00 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.15 Zack 
and Quack. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.00 LazyTown. (R) 9.30 Dora and 
Friends. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.05 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 1.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 2.00 
Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
Chipwrecked. (2011) Comedy sequel, 
starring Jason Lee. 3.40 Film: Willow. 
(1988) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Warwick Davis. 

6.10 Film: Three Men and a Baby. 

(1987) The lives of three flat¬ 
sharing bachelors are turned 
upside down when they discover a 
baby left on their doorstep. 
Unfortunately, while trying to get 
to grips with the necessary 
parenting skills, they find 
themselves menaced by criminals 
searching for missing drugs. 
Comedy, directed by Leonard 
Nimoy, starring Tom Selleck, Ted 
Danson, Steve Guttenberg and 
Nancy Travis. Edited for language 
and product placement. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Police Interceptors Unleashed 
with Vinnie Jones. Reports of a 
handgun leads to a hotel being 
locked down while officers get 
prepared, while thieves crash a 
stolen car after a chase and are 
forced to flee on foot. (R) 

9.00 Film: Yes Man. (2008) Premiere. 

A depressed and anti-social loans 
adviser attends a self- 
improvement course and decides 
to start saying yes to every 
opportunity that comes his way. 
His outlook is immediately 
transformed, but he soon realises 
that some invitations should not 
be accepted and struggles to find a 
balance in his life. Comedy, loosely 
based on the autobiographical 
book by Danny Wallace, starring 
Jim Carrey, Zooey Deschanel, 
Bradley Cooper and John Michael 
Higgins. 

11.05 Film: Killers. (2010) Action 
comedy, starring Ashton Kutcher 
and Katherine Heigl. 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 Underthe 
Dome. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Film: Minority Report (2002) 11.20 
Family Guy 12.05 American Dad! 12.30 
Family Guy 12.50 People Just Do 
Nothing 1.20 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 2.20 Great Movie Mistakes V: 
Revenge of the Fifth 2.35 Film: Revenge 
of the Bridesmaids (2010) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms Sunday Symphony 8.45 
Pop Go the Sixties 9.00 Cilia at the BBC 
10.00 Sinatra: All or Nothing at All 11.00 
Eisteddfod 2015 11.30 Elvis: That’s 
Alright Mama 60 Years On 12.30 Sings 
Elvis 1.30 Sound of Cinema: The Music 
That Made the Movies 2.30 Treasures of 
the Louvre 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 Take Me Out 12.55 The X Factor: 
The Boss Looks Back 1.55 Film: 
Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 3.40 Film: The Shaggy 
Dog (2006) 5.40 The X Factor: Cheryl’s 
Classic Cuts 6.45 Film: Miss 
Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous 
(2005) 9.00 Film: Casino Royale (2006) 
11.55 Safeword 12.35 Fake Reaction 

I. 20 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 1.50 Life’s Funniest Moments 

2.10 Meghan Trainor: The Hot Desk 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 30 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.40 
Inspector Morse 8.00 The One and Only 
Cilia Black 9.00 The Mighty Mississippi 
with Trevor McDonald 10.05 Birds of a 
Feather 10.35 Northern Lights 11.35 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 1.25 Blue 
Murder 2.40 On the Buses 3.05 Movies 
Now 3.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.40 Pawn Stars 1.30 Film: Captain 
Newman MD (1964) 4.10 Film: 

Spartacus (1960) 8.00 World Series of 
Darts: Perth 11.30 Film: Child’s Play 2 
(1990) 1.20 Hell on Wheels 2.05 Hogan’s 
Heroes 2.30 Movies Now 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.35 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 The 
Goldbergs 5.00 Film: Inkheart (2008) 
7.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Rude 
Tube 10.00 Gogglebox 12.05 Tattoo 
Fixers 1.10 Young, Free & Single 2.15 
Gogglebox 3.05 Melissa & Joey 
Film4 

11.00 Chalet Girl (2011)1.00 Home 
Alone 3 (1997) 3.05 Ponyo (2008) 5.15 
California Man (1992) 7.00 Evolution 
(2001)9.00 Knight and Day (2010) 

11.10 Underworld: Awakening (2012) 
12.50 Floating Clouds (1955) 3.25 Close 


sta 

Elvis Presley’s 
Memphis, 

New Orleans and Nashville 


* ' '* I |r t 
* - r \ . 


Journey through America’s musical heartland, from the 
birthplace of jazz and the cradle of rock ‘n’ roll, to the 
undisputed capital of country music. This holiday is 
crammed full of highlights with the sights and sounds 
of the south. 



This holiday starts in Georgia and sweeps through the world of leg¬ 
ends; WC Handy, Robert Johnson, ‘Fats’ Domino, Hank Williams, 
Patsy Cline and Dolly Parton. 


Soak up the atmosphere of one of the most exuberant places on 
the face of the planet, New Orleans, the fabled ‘Big Easy’. Take the 
opportunity to truly experience New Orleans on an optional city 
tour, including the famous French Quarter of time-warped, iron- 
balconied buildings centred on Jackson Square and the 
neighbouring colourful Treme district. 

For a glimpse of the city’s surrounding countryside and a taste of 
Creole life, join the optional Louisiana swampland excursion. 

Visit the ‘Cotton State’ of Mississipi, and journey to Tupelo, home of 
the house into which Elvis was born (entrance fees payable locally). 

Continue on to Elvis’ beloved hometown of Memphis, which will 
forever be linked with ‘The King’. An optional excursion here takes 
in the Elvis Presley Boulevard to visit Graceland, the King’s home, 
last recording studio and final resting place. 

Enjoy a change of musical genres and journey east from the world 
of rhythm and blues to Nashville, capital of country music for a two 
night stay. 

Here an optional excursion will introduce you to the legendary 
Studio B - home to the country music hall of fame and the famous 
Ryman Auditorium. And visit Chattanooga of Choo-Choo fame, a 
quintessential southern trading town, surrounded by a steep 
plateau. 


FROM £999* 

Nine days various departure dates 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Seven nights room-only accommodation 

• Spend two nights in New Orleans 

• Visit Tupelo, Memphis, Nashville and 
Chattanooga 

• Optional excursions available 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Variable according to departure dates -please 
go to website for latest prices and availability 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 




If you’ve recently appeared 
in the Chronicle, why 
not order a copy of your 
photo? 

You could even turn your 
image into a canvas print, 
mug, glass coaster, jigsaw 
puzzle, mousemat and more! 


Please note: This service is 
not available for personal 
photographs and is only on 
selected prints. Copyright restrictions 
apply. Photos are available to view 
and order the next working day 
following publication. Allow 28 days 
for delivery. 


view and order online at: photosforsale. expressandstar. com 
or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Seduced by Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman hopes to make a fresh start with a new 
relationship in defiance of her father’s wishes, and 
turns her back on old friends when they are 
suspicious of her boyfriend. However, she gradually 
comes to realise that he has a shady past and is not 
as perfect as he appears. Thriller, starring Josie Davis 
and Marc Menard. (2010) 


TUESDAY 

A Time to Remember, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A middle-aged single mother returns under a cloud to 
the family home for Thanksgiving, where she tries to 
heal the fractured relationship between herself and 
her estranged mother. However, any possible 
reconciliation is threatened by an unexpected and 
dramatic development. Drama, starring Dana Delany, 
Doris Roberts and Louise Fletcher. (2003) 


WEDNESDAY 

Transsiberian, BBC1,11.35pm 

American couple Roy and Jessie are heading from 
China to Moscow on the Transsiberian railway when 
they befriend fellow travellers Carlos and Abby. 
However, when Roy fails to board the train following a 
station stop, Jessie begins to suspect her new 
travelling companions are harbouring a deadly secret. 
Thriller, starring Woody Harrelson. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

I Dream of Murder, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A psychiatrist investigates the murder of a patient, but 
as the case progresses she is forced to face her own 
inner demons. Mystery, starring Jolene Blalock and 
Martin Cummins. (2006) 


FRIDAY 

Beowulf, I TV, 10.40pm 

The realm of Danish King Hrothgar is terrorised by a 
fearsome monster. A renowned warrior arrives to slay 
the beast, but an encounter with its seductive mother 
gives rise to a terrible bargain with tragic 
consequences. Animated fantasy based on the 
English language’s oldest surviving epic poem, using 
motion-capture technology to recreate real actors, 
including Ray Winstone and Robin Wright. (2007) 


Famous faces take a 


trip down memory lane 


R ock on Tommy - here’s a 
chance to relive some of the 
best moments Saturday night 
TV has delivered over the decades. 


Actually let’s qualify that - some of 
the best moments to feature in ITV’s 
shows, because this is really just a 
low-budget way to fill up the schedules 
while the broadcaster gives itself a 
good, old-fashioned, pat on the back. 

Last December, Michael Grade 
hosted a rather more serious and 
in-depth programme entitled The Fight 
for Saturday Night TV over on BBC 
Four. He was the ideal man to take 
charge, basically because he’d been 
in the thick of it himself, doing battle 
for both the Beeb and ITV at different 
times in his career. 


perhaps glitz, glamour and flashing 
lights sit more easily on the third 
channel than they do on the BBC, a 
place that no matter how hard it tries, 
can’t shake of its mantel as a 
venerable institution. We’re not sure 
we’d want it to, either. 


usually accompanied by a pull on his 
brightly coloured braces. 


So while Strictly may have bucked 
the trend by pummelling Simon 
Cowell’s all-singing juggernaut into 
submission during the past few years, 
overall, ITV has featured more light 
entertainment classics than it can 
shake a stick at. 


They were popular with everyone 
from the age of five to 95, and had a 
long-running show that lasted from 
1979 to 1988. It turned them from 
being popular on the comedy circuit 
into major stars and household 
names. 


The documentary examined how 
and why Saturday’s evening schedule 
had become such a battleground over 
the years, and that it was a war for 
ratings that was still raging, with the 
heavyweights - Strictly Come Dancing 
and The X Factor - currently packing 
the biggest punches. 

Over the years, ITV has probably 
fared the best out of the two stations; 


And there’s one woman who will 
certainly feature highly in this short 
series. It may have been produced 
before Cilia Black’s sudden death a 
fortnight ago, but as she had been a 
stalwart of Saturday nights on ITV 
thanks to Blind Date, you can bet 
she’ll pop up before too long. 

But there are plenty more celebrities 
and their programmes featured here. 

‘Rock on Tommy’ - the words that 
open this article - is, of course, the 
once-famous catchphrase of Bobby 
Ball, and were always spoken to his 
comedy partner Tommy Cannon, 


They’re among the famous faces 
offering their opinions on Saturday 
night telly here, alongside the likes of 
Ant and Dec, Jonathan Ross, Vernon 
Kay, Bruce Forsyth, Dermot O’Leary, 
Amanda Holden, Petula Clark, Alesha 
Dixon and Marty Wilde. 

Cannon and Ball aren’t the only 
celebrities to become well-known 
thanks to weekend TV, as Gladiators’ 
bad boy Wolf will tell you. 

He and glamourpuss Jet are 
reunited by Ulrika Jonsson in 
Birmingham to talk about the 
programme’s popularity, while Henry 
Kelly and Matthew Kelly relive the 
excitement they had while making 
Game For a Laugh. 

Expect more fun and games from 
next week’s concluding episode. 



Ant & Dec feature, The Saturday Night Story, Saturday, ITV, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Scandalous Lady W 
BBC2, 9pm 

Her roles in Game of Thrones and The Tudors 
mean she’s no stranger to tales of sex, power and 
intrigue, so who better to take the lead in this one- 
off period drama than Natalie Dormer? It tells the 
remarkable true story of Seymour, Lady Worsley, 
who created an 18th-century scandal when she left 
her husband Sir Richard Worsley (Endeavour’s 
Shaun Evans) for his best friend George Bisset 
(Aneurin Barnard, who was recently seen in Cilia). 
Her spouse was so outraged by this turn of events 
that he sought compensation from her lover for 
defiling his ‘possession’. However, Lady Worsley 
was about to create another scandal as she 
exposed the secrets of her marriage, in the process 
challenging ideas about a woman’s worth. 


changing consequences. As she digs deeper, she 
discovers a community of men who take pleasure 
from threatening and shaming women online and 
decides to place herself at the epicentre of the 
revenge porn phenomenon. 


Revenge Porn 
Channel 4,10pm 

Anna Richardson goes to extraordinary lengths to 
investigate what happens when someone 
maliciously shares intimate photos of another 
person without their consent. Anna meets the 
victims of such actions, talks to experts and 
confronts the perpetrators of these crimes, the 
effects of which can have devastating and life¬ 


TUESDAY 

School Swap - The Class Divide 
ITV, 9pm 

Part one of two. Cameras follow a private head, 
his state school counterpart and six of their 
pupils as they spend a week in each other’s 
worlds. Does going private really give parents 
and pupils a first-class advantage, and does a 
state education really mean second-rate? This 
documentary attempts to unpick the educational 
gulf dividing Britain’s school system. In the first 
episode, headmaster Mark Mortimer and his trio 
of pupils from the 400-pupil private boarding 
establishment Warminster School visit the 
700-pupil state secondary Bemrose 
School in Derby, run by Jo Ward. 


lately after the death of Cecil, a big cat who had 
been a leading attraction at a national park in 
Zimbabwe until he was killed by hunters. However, 
in this documentary, which catches up with the 
pride featured in Africa’s Giant Killers: Natural 
World, the lions are definitely the hunters rather 
than the prey. They do face threats though, 
as the start of the rainy season sees a 
power struggle amongst the males 
and a challenge from a rival pride, 
while an inexperienced mum puts 
her cub in danger, and a lightning 
strike leads to fires burning day 
and night. It seems the cats 
have only one option if they are 
^ | 1 — to avoid starvation - they have 

to take down an elephant. 



begins with in Greece, where 2,500 years ago, 
Athens gave birth to the idea of a city run by free 
citizens, with every aspect of daily life - from 
defence to waste disposal - controlled not by a king, 
but by the people. This led to a system of open 
government, and the first constitution laying down 
the rights of citizens - almost 2,000 years before 
Britain’s Magna Carta. 


WEDNESDAY 
Return of the Giant Killers: 
Africa’s Lion Kings 
BBC2, 9pm 

Lions have been in the news 



The Scandalous Lady W, Monday, BBC2, 9pm 


THURSDAY 

Building the Ancient City 
BBC2, 8pm 

The first of two 
documentaries in which 
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill 
looks at the building of 
the ancient cities of 
Rome and 
Athens. He 


FRIDAY 

Katie Price: In Therapy 
Channel 5,9pm 

The TV personality and glamour model undergoes 
an intense month of psychological evaluations 
conducted by Dr Claudia Bernet, a leading expert in 
women’s mental health. Interweaving her life story 
with scientific assessments and the views of those 
who know Katie best, this documentary aims to help 
her discover what toll 20 years in the public eye has 
taken on her emotional wellbeing and make sense of 
her turbulent career and personal life. 


The Best of Bad TV 
Channel 5,10pm 

The series charting TV gaffes continues with a look 
at 2000s, a decade which brought the rise of the 
reality star and dubious game show formats. Last in 
the series. 



WIN A SHARE OF 

FOR YOUR COMMUNITY GROUP 


Fancy a slice of our 
dream prize fund? 

The Express & Star has teamed up 
with HomeServe again to give away 
an astounding £35,000 to local 
community groups. 

From charities to support groups, 
youth clubs to sports teams, we’ll 
be accepting applications from 
organisations wishing to take part 
in our Cash For Your Community 
campaign. 

Look out for the registration forms 
in-paper or download a form from 
www.expressandstar.com/cfyc 
starting Monday, August 17. 

A maximum of only 150 
organisations can be involved so it’s 
crucial you act fast and register! 



Registration starts 


in-paper and online 


Monday, August 17 


£ £ 

^ 2 %. 

Vfefe/Vfefe/ 


O HomeServe 

Supporting our community for over 20 years 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• I : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• I : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


1 

I 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



Oak Wood 01597 

LODGES 811422 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.337 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

D 

2 

M 

3 

N 

U 

5 

R 

F 

w 

8 

E 

9 1 

10 

B 

11 

P 

12 

O 

13 

z 

14 

Q 

15 

K 

16 

A 

17 

L 

18 

Y 

19 

V 

20 

s 

21 

X 

22 

G 

23 

T 

24 

H 

25 

c 

26 

J 


1 

N 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. An adornment so 


often misplaced (7) 
7. Short presentation 
at court? (5) 

9. Hostile observer (3) 
10. Powered flight? (9) 
12. Coolly having 
something to fall 
back on (4,7) 

15. Suffering - under 
corrupt govern¬ 
ment? (2,1,3,5) 

17. Important descrip¬ 
tion of a plateau 
(4,5) 

19. Start in the stable 

(3) 

21. Rascal found in 
church, we hear (5) 

22. Inferior articles that 
don’t last long (7) 


Down 

1. Shape altered a 
great deal (5) 

2. Took down a note 

(3) 

3. Outstanding man¬ 
ager (4) 

4. Pretty useless 
objects? (9) 

5. Determine to find 
another answer (7) 

8. Undiscovered talent 
developed (6) 

11. Be a bad actor? (9) 

13. Was shifty and 
naturally guarded 
( 6 ) 

14. Points to portents 
fluttering in the 
breeze? (7) 

16. Not light, but it may 
go on one (5) 

18. First mate right as 
always (4) 

20. Get into the habit of 
an academic (3) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Travel (7) 

7. Static (5) 

9. Behave (3) 

10. Dishonest (9) 
12. Almost (11) 

15. Stupidly (11) 
17. Robustness (9) 
19. Chop (3) 

21. Hurl (5) 

22. Loss (7) 


Down 

1. Compel (5) 

2. Curve (3) 

3. Yield (4) 

4. At first (9) 

5. Bother (7) 

8. Neglectful (6) 

11. Chairman (9) 

13. Group of emigrants (6) 

14. Sudden collapse (7) 
16. Send (5) 

18. Discard (4) 

20. Mine (3) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Flash in the pan; 8 Base¬ 
ball; 9 Tank; 10 Fitter; 12 Inland; 14 Agents; 16 
Novice; 18 Carp; 20 Swallows; 22 Beside the 
mark. Down: 1 Cleaning; 2 Assent; 3 Lima; 4 
Stallion; 5 Rental; 6 Main; 11 Resisted; 13 Nice 
work; 15 Napkin; 17 Volume; 19 Abet; 21 Ache. 
QUICK - Across: 7 Dishonourable; 8 Minister; 

9 Tube; 10 Parent; 12 Ignore; 14 Leader; 16 
Grimly; 18 Clap; 20 Strength; 22 Accommoda¬ 
tion. Down: 1 Mitigate; 2 Thrive; 3 Unit; 4 Guard¬ 
ing; 5 Carton; 6 Glib; 11 Tiresome; 13 Relation; 
15 Deploy; 17 Ignite; 19 Lack; 21 Rude. 


1. What was the nickname of Baron von 
Richthofen? 

2. With which city do you associate the 
Raffles hotel? 

3. Which monarch is found on a Penny 
Black stamp? 

4. Who was the Indian boy in Kipling’s 
Jungle Books? 

5. Who wrote The Ginger Man? 


6. In what year was Harrods founded? 

7. What is the U.S. equivalent of the 
British postcode? 

8. In what U.S. state is Yale University? 

9. In what year was the Jarrow hunger 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Northern Territory; 2 The Boston 
Strangler; 3 Cheeses; 4 Desdemona; 5 A.A. 
Milne; 6 Venus; 7 Florence; 8 High speed 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

349945 gives a dog, 

57648 gives a bird, 

217 gives a snake. 


10. Which country is the ‘Land of the 

train; 9 Elba; 10 Sweden. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Midniaht Sun’? 

Niner: BLOCKHEAD 
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DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L lb B T H AT* 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 





























































































































PROPERTY 25 


Three-bedroom family 
home has kitchen-diner 



THIS extended three-bedroomed 
family home in Hurst Road, Coseley, 
features an excellent large kitch¬ 
en-diner. 

This is an ideal family home and view¬ 
ing is highly recommended. It is for sale 
through Swinscoes at £180,000. Full of 
character and in a popular location, it has a 
porch, entrance hall, open plan style kitch¬ 
en diner, utility, large lounge and conserva¬ 
tory, three bedrooms and a bathroom. 

The property benefits from having double glaz¬ 
ing, gas central heating, a double garage to the 
rear and also a private garden. 

For further information contact Swinscoes on 
01902 672274 or visit the website www.swins 
coes.co.uk 




Apartment is in a 
convenient location 


A TWO-BEDROOMED pur¬ 
pose-built apartment in Grange 
Court, Grange Road, Dudley, is 
within walking distance of the 
town centre. 

With views and attractively presented 
throughout, it is for sale through Trinity 
Property at offers in excess of £69,950. 

It comprises a hallway, lounge with fire¬ 
place, kitchen with cream units and con¬ 
trasting working surfaces, spacious shower 
room and parking conveniently placed to 
the rear. Viewing is highly recommended to 
appreciate the accommodation on offer. Call 
01384 213395 or visit www.trinityproperty. 
net 



Scriven & Co. 


Advising on 
Buying and Selling 
property for over 
75 years 


Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 

www.scriven.co.uk 0121 422 4011 



Rowley Regis 



Druids Avenue 

* Semi detached house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with shower cubicle 

* Large block paved driveway 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Halesowen 



Newbury Close 

* A Tastefully Presented Detached 
House 

* Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast room * Dining 
Room 

* Lounge Leading to Conservatory 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Three further bedrooms 

* House Bathroom 

* Landscaped Private Gardens 

* Garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £290,000 


Oldbury 



Chester Rise 

* Mid Terraced house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Modern Kitchen 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


Halesowen 



Hagley Road 

* Self contained coach house 

* Living room 

* Fitted kitchen 

* Two bedrooms 

* Car port 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £114,950 


Halesowen 



Corville Road 

* Semi-detached house 

* Cul-de-sac location 

* Extended living room and dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted bathroom with separate wc 

* Lovely rear garden benefiting from 
rear access 

EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


Halesowen 



Gower Road 

* Spacious detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lounge * Dining room 

* Breakfast kitchen & Re-fitted 
bathroom 

* Utility/WC 

* Delightful garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Halesowen 



Carters Lane 

* Semi-detached house 

* Extended kitchen/breakfast room 

* Conservatory 

* Three good sized bedrooms 

* Bathroom with shower cubicle 

* Garage 

* Beautiful rear garden with sunny 
aspect 

EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £284,950 


Halesowen 



The Rosegardens 

* Spacious house planned on three 
floors * Fitted kitchen/breakfast room/ 
fitted cloakroom * Lounge leading to 
conservatory/dining room 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Two further bedrooms 

* House bathroom 

* Enclosed gardens, carport and parking 
space * Double glazed windows, gas 
boiler heating radiators EPC=C 

£179,950 


Halesowen 



Feldon Lane 

* Semi detached house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Halesowen 



County Park Avenue 

* Detached family home 

* Good sized living room and dining 
room 

* Four bedrooms 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

£250,000 


Halesowen 



Lusbridge Close 

* Detached house situated in cul-de-sac 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Utility 

* Two reception rooms and 
conservatory 

* Four bedrooms (one with en-suite) 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £289,950 


Halesowen Hayley Green 



Hagley Road 

* A Detached Family House 

* 4 Bedrooms * Ensuite Shower Room 

* House Bathroom 

* Dining/Hall * Lounge * Conservatory 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Fitted Cloakroom 

* Large Garage 

* Double Glazed Windows 

* Gas Boiler Heating Radiators 

* Landscaped Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £325,000 


Halesowen 



Blakedown Road 

* Semi Detached 

* Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

* Re-fitted Kitchen and Re-fitted 
Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Garage 

* Lovely Rear Garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


Rowley Regis 



Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Close to Blackheath town centre 

* Reception hall, lounge, kitchen 

* Bedroom, bedroom 2/dining room, 
bathroom 

* Pleasant gardens, off road 
parking, gas boiler radiators 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Halesowen 



Middlefield Avenue 

* Semi detached house 

* Through living room and dining room 
and extended kitchen 

* Utility and wc 

* Four bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Good sized rear garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £224,950 


Halesowen 



New John Street 

* Semi-detached house 

* Re-fitted kitchen 

* Full width rear living room 

* Three bedrooms & bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

£125,000 


Halesowen 



Corville Road 

* Extended semi-detached house 

* Through living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Side garage 

* Cul-de-sac location 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £184,950 


Halesowen 



Narrow Lane 

* Traditional style semi-detached house 

* Three bedrooms and shower room 

* Lounge, dining room and fitted kitchen 

* Utility room, side garade, good sized 
gardens 

* Gas boiler heating radiators, double 
glazed windows 

* A must view property 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 





























































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 


26 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Hagley Road£950 pcm+FeesI 

A superb opportunity to rent this very well presented 4 bedroom modern I 
detached house in central Halesowen. The property comprises of al 
welcoming hallway with downstairs cloakroom with w.c., dining room, largel 
separate lounge, study/playroom, kitchen with integrated appliances, 4l 
bedrooms, master with en-suite shower room, family bathroom with shower, I 
private re ai^ai^en^arag^r^egarat^locMvitl^nvewa^aiT<in^^PC^J 


HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£550 pcm+Fees 

Step inside this fantasic 3 bedroom terrace property. 
Renovated throughout within the last 6 months to a very high 
standard, featuring 2 great size reception rooms, modern 
fitted kitchen, fully tiled bathroom with electric shower, gas 
central jaeatm^^sten^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Banners Lane£525 pcm+Fees 

Unfurnished newly decorated throughout detached house in 
a sought after location and on a bus route to Halesowen. This 
large family home features gas central heating, 2 reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
showeylrivewa^arkinc^nc^^our^arck|arxlei^PC^TC 



* ~nr m j rm 1 


CRADLEY HEATH, Clifton Street£520 pcm+Fees 
Within walking distance to Old Hill shops and local train 
station. A well presented unfurnished modern mid terrace 
house benifts from gas central heating, lovely living room, 
fitted dining kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, rear aarden. 2 allocated Darkina soaces. EPC: C 




HALESOWEN, Grange Road£750 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent this lovely traditional semi¬ 
detached house in central Halesowen. This property 
comprises of: Front reception room, rear lounge, modern 
fitted kitchen, beautiful rear garden, 3 good size bedrooms, 
Mhl^n^vitl^howei^arag^vailabl^ugus^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Blackberry Lane£725 pcm+Fees 

A superb recently decorated throughout including new carpets 
is this 3 bedroom semi-detached house in central Halesowen. 
This lovely home has a welcoming hallway, 2 reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, conservatory, downstairs wc, 3 good 
size bedrooms, bathroom with shower, gas central heating, 
front & reai^aj^en^nvewa^arkin^vailabl^ov^PC^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wesley Close£595 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished mid mews modern house undergoing a MAJOR 
REFURBISHMENT. This lovely family home comprises of: gas 
central heating, lounge/dining room, brand new fitted kitchen, 
3 bedrooms, master with en-suite, family bathroom with 
shower, rear garden, close to local school and train station. 
Availabl^egtembei^PtM^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 





HALESOWEN, Bethesda Gardens£575 pcm+Fees 

Hicks Hadley are delighted to present a 2 bedroom 1st floor 
apartment. The property is double glazed and centrally heated. The 
accommodation is approached via a secure intercom system and 
briefly comprises a reception hall, modern open plan lounge/kitchen/ 
diner, 2 bedrooms, en-suite shower room to master, further family 
bathroon^ommuna^arkinc^nckj^ 



HALESOWEN, The Forge £550 pcm+Fees 

An extremely well maintained 2 bedroom semi detached 
property situated towards the head of a quiet cul de sac and 
within walking distance to Cradley Heath Train Station. Featuring 
a great living room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
recently installed double glazing, driveway, gas central heating 
i maintain rear aarden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC: D 
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NEW 


Patin House, Kidderminster, West Midlands, DY11E525 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom ground floor apartment set in a converted 
Victorian house comprising of: porch, lounge, fitted kitchen 
with appliances and granite work tops, double bedroom, fully 
tiled bathroom with shower, study, gas central heating (under 
floor heating to kitchen & bathroom) double glazing, communal 
gardens and allocated Darkina. Available Now! EPC: TBC 



DUDLEY, Highfield Court £525 pcm+Fees 

A modern ground floor apartment which is double glazed 
windows and central heating. The accommodation briefly 
comprises a reception hall, fully fitted kitchen with intergated 
fridge freezer, 1 double and 1 single bedroom and allocated 
jtarkm^^PC^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Mill Road£525 pcm+Fees 

Located on this very popular Timbertree Estate and ideally 
situated for The Timbertree Primary School and transport 
links. Having recently had a brand new kitchen/diner in 
the last 6 months and also features 1 double and 2 single 
bedrooms, front reception room, house bathroom with 
shower, tiered rear aarden and on road Darkina. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Hope Street £495 pcm+Fees 

••FULLY REFURBISHED** A beautifully presented ground floor apartment 
having under gone a full refurbishment in the last 12 months. Ideally located 
for Blackheath Town Centre, Rowley Regis Train Station and the M5 J2. 
Featuring a large spacious lounge, refitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, refitted 
bathroom with a shower. The apartment also has the added bonus of a garage 
and gardens to front and rear, double glazing and gas central heated. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Pippin Avenue£425 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished, modern, spacious ground floor flat on this 
popular estate and briefly comprising; open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
electric storage heating, full double glazing, parking space. A 
minimunujontrac^n^TTonth^MgC[uirec^PC^^^ M 


STOURBRIDGE, Clifton Street£425 pcm+Fees 

A stunning apartment set in the Old Quarter of Stourbridge. 
Ideal for the town centre and transport links. The apartment is 
on the 1st floor and features a great size lounge, new kitchen, 
new bathroom with shower, 1 double bedroom, double 
glazing a ncklectni^Teatinc|^imac^3aiT<inc^PC^^^ M 


ROWLEY REGIS, Oldbury Road£425 pcm+Fees 
Recently refurbished, very generous sized unfurnished flat 
above shop. Gas central heating, part double glazing, lounge, 
fitted breakfast kitchen, 1 bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
on roa^addjJ^en^ncludeyjvatengte^PC^ 



SELLY OAK, Shenley Fields Road£425 pcm+Fees 
Two 2nd floor rooms within a house of multiple occupation. 
The location is within the area of Royal Orthopedic, Selly 
Oak and Queen Elizabeth hospitals as well as Birmingham 
University. The room benefits a fitted wardrobe and the rent 
includes the use of gas, electricity, water, 50MB broadband, 
Sky* TV (including Sky Movies) and gardener. 




CRADLEY HEATH, Trinity Road£395 pcm+FeesI 

House share in a large Victorian semi-detached home. Largel 
furnished double bedroom available in this lovely period! 
house, kitchen, bathroom and large lounge are all shared! 
facilities, wi-fi broadband. Rent to include all bills. 2 people| 
sharing will be EIQ ^cmextra. Available now. EPC: E 


HALESOWEN, Lyde Green £375 pcm+Fees 

Located on the popular Homer Hill Estate in Halesowen is this 
unfurnished 2nd floor flat, comprising of: Living room/fitted 
kitchen, double bedroom, bathroom with shower, communal 
mjarag^ncUesidentyeaildnc^vailabl^iov^PC^ 


SELLY OAK, Shenley Fields Road£375 pcm+Fees 

A 1st floor room within a house of multiple occupation. The 
location is within the area of Royal Orthopedic, Selly Oak and 
Queen Elizabeth hospitals as well as Birmingham University. 
The room benefits a fitted wardrobe and the rent includes 
the use of gas, electricity, water, 50MB broadband, Sky* TV 
(including Sk^Movies^andjardener^^^^^^^^ 


PROPERTY 


Extended family semi 
with four bedrooms 



THIS extended four-bed- 
roomed semi at New Bir¬ 
mingham Road, Dudley, is for 
sale through G&T Properties 
at £229,000. 

It has a porch, entrance hall, lounge 
with a period style fireplace, dining 
room with patio doors, kitchen/break¬ 
fast room with a beamed ceiling, cush¬ 
ion-air floor covering, glazed ceramic 
wall tiling, spot lighting, lobby, laun¬ 
dry. Bedroom one en suite, dressing 
room/bedroom four, two further bed¬ 
rooms, a bathroom, garage and garden 
and garden stores/workshop. 

Call 01384 261997 or visit the web¬ 
site at www.gandtproperties.co.uk 



Cul-de-sac location for 
three-bedroom detached 



THIS modern three-bed- 
roomed detached property 
in Bridle Grove, West Bro¬ 
mwich, has a pleasant cul- 
de-sac location. It is for sale 
through Paul Dubberley at 
£245,000. 

With majority double glazing 
and central heating, it has an 
entrance hallway, a lounge/diner 
with a gas fire and patio doors, a 
kitchen with cooker, hob and ex¬ 
tractor, a ground-floor WC, utility 
room, three bedrooms, en suite 
and first floor family bathroom. 

It also has a driveway, a garage and 
a rear garden with lawn and patio area 
and a gate to the side. 

For further information call Paul 
Dubberley on 0121 5252111 or visit 
the website www.pauldubberley.co.uk 





















































































































































your-move.co.uk 


Genuinely helpful. 




O 


YOUR MOVE 




QUINTON | £285,000 


• Detached Property EPC Rating D 

• Two Recp Conservatory Kitchen W/c 

• Four Beds Master En-suite, Bathroom 

• Garage Drive Front Rear Side Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £185,000 


• Extended Semi Detached Awaiting EPC 

• Lounge Breakfast Kitchen Cloaks W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Block Paved Drive Large Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



QUINTON | £180,000 

• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom Sep W/c 

• Off Road Parking garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


QUINTON | £180,000 

• Traditional Semi Detached EPC Rating F 

• Two Reception Kitchen Conservatory 

• Three Bedrooms and Bathroom W/c 

• Side Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


OLDBURY | £180,000 

• Extended Semi Detached EPC Rating E 

• Lounge/Diner Ext Kitchen Cloaks W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Family Bathroom W/c 

• Side Garage Drive Large Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



WHITLEY CT RD, QUINTON I 





BARTLEY GREEN I £125,000 


• Semi Detched Property EPC Rating F 

• Through Lounge Diner Open Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Off Road Parking Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Detached Bungalow EPC Rating D 

• Lounge/Dining Room Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Shower Room 

• Garage Drive Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 

• Through Lounge/Diner Kitchen Utility 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Garage Drive Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• End Of Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Dining Room and Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms and Bathroom W/c 

• Block Paved Drive Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Dining Room Breakfast Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Drive To Front Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating C 

• Property Recently Refurbished 

• Lounge Kitchen/Diner Conservatory 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



BLANDFORD RD, QUINTON I 

• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating C 

• Recently Refurbished Throughout 

• Lounge and Fitted Kitchen Downstairs 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



ROWLEY REGIS I £535 


• Ground Floor Apartment EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Open To Kitchen Bathroom W/c 

• Two Bedrooms Master En-suite 

• Immediate Availability Fees Apply 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



BARTLEY GREEN I £525 


• First Floor Maisonette EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Available Mid September Fees Apply 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £99,950 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 

• Two Reception Areas Kitchen W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room W/c W/c 

• Gardens To The Front and Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



ROWLEY REGIS I £415 


• Upper Floor Apartment EPC Rating E 

• Lounge Kitchen Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• Allocated Parking Area To the Rear 

• Available Mid September Fees Apply 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 




Trust t 
award 

winning 

SO 


mortgage service. 


Your Move has won 


Sunday Times Awards 


for financial services 
8 years running. 

Contact your local branch for details 
or visit www.your-move.co.uk 

Our initial mortgage consultation is free. We will charge a fee 
between £349 and £699 on application. The amount we will charge 
is dependent on the amount of research and administration required. 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT 
KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 




We help a customer move into their new home 


every five minutes. Let us help you too. 


includes sales and lettings. 

A WCtf 

Ontoiimn 

facebook.com/yourmoveuk twitter.com/yourmove_uk 
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Local Specialists 


Appliance Repairs 


Carpentry 


Roofing 


\2Miflig EMlBkd 

and all White Goods 

"Don’t go and 
buy a new one, 
et it repaired,..” 


3• 


GDgmisuds© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESIMEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 




Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms.co.uk 


Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us lor a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 


Email: quotations© PIP BMMIR 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

0 0121 4201582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Decorating 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


© 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

tJleamjB98 
Assured 

Call: \ 

07730 
477564 




A1 

DECORATING 

services. City 
& Guilds, no job 
too small. Free 
quotes, 

Tel: 07903 
820418 


Driveways 


PAUL FARROW Tel: 0121 557 3295 
Mob: 07711 533304 


• Block Paving 

• Tarmac Driveways 

• Gravel Driveways 

• Kerb Dropping 

• Fencing 

• Patios 

• Disabled Access 

• Timber Decking 

• Slabbing 

• Walling 


www.pfarrowblockpaving.co.uk 




PREMIER AWARD WINNER 


•Fascias • Sofits * Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ROOFINB SERVICES 


Fencing 


BTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rlus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOXI 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


WILL G3=EV ZdCYj 
GLKULUL ClUOTL 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting _ 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 




POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured (jj) 

0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Stove on| 

91344 242891 or 17970 300586 


rvi< 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? ■ 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed I 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks | 

• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed , 

DONTBE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC r 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 5521 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


r Jc 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 




Antiques 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
ar 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm 


SEMI 

RETIRED 

ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, 
flat roofing, 
no job to small 
40 years experience. 

Keith: 

07546 158165 




Electricians 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd 


p ^ Summer Deal!!! 

Is your fuseboard in need of an upgrade? 
^Does your house wiring need an MOT?^ 


J b Quality Electrical bervices Ltd are offering a 
Summer Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we only 
supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a Part P Electrical 
Installation Certificate. Also included with the fuseboard change is a full 
MOT, of your entire house wiring. Any electrical work undertaken. 

Electrical Safety Call US today Oil 

wr 0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

f ' for more information ^ 

^ www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
Isi*. j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk I**. 


Electrical 


Kin 


nford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years Experie 


+— 01384 278471 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk . 

D OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: I — - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 




ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

mIbeie 01384 263357 
8BEK Hd or 07866 886364 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Garage Doors 


JDB GARAGE DOORS 




Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 



www. dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Building Plans 


Do you prepare 

Building 
Plans - 



If you want to advertise I 

d , 9 o 3 3'19§!H 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


JB 


E-mail us at... 

debbie.florence@expressandstar.co.uk 


JB 


Post to... 

Debbie Florence, Halesowen Chronicle, Black 
Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB 
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Local Specialists 
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Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


MOT 


with tills advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


El 


MOT 


Plastering 



71U9R/I 


mmmsmms. 


to promos your 

business, S1S571 

01903 319590 01302 31,9 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


Plastering 

Services 


www.ragardenservices.net 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 


TREE REMOVAL 
CROWN REDUCTION 
STUMP GRINDING 
HEDGE TRIMMING 
GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 


07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 


• A Good reliable service, 

1 A Name you can trust 
1 All areas covered 
So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 
0 Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


d 


arding, 
—patchini 
repairs TO 


complete rooms 


0121 559 4818 
07930 525677 


Skip Hire 


BSEIS SIZES 

ALL 


gjfgfj B AlfclvAS, 
ivS. -A- 


All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS. A.WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 



Plumbing & Heating 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


CJI. Plastering 


i For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
1 plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 





'WORCESTER accredited installer 


Boiler Services 
Landlord Checks 
Full Central Heating 


* Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER - £16.99 
GOLD-£18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 


info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


(All prices are plus VAT) Worcester h|ci 

Egiea ■= 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


NjpK'g iOHPlASMERS 


Gas Heating Services 


130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


»Central Heating 


»Gas Fitting 
»Cooker Repairs 



• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 


• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 


• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 


•MUViMN 

Q 


»Landlord 
Inspections 


FREE QUOTES 


• Family Run 
Business 


MasterCard ^Maestro^ 





Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 



Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


liUlJilllJJillHIiltllllllliliyi.'Jjillllillilililtli.'IJJIIitBIffli 1 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




KS 
ERVICES 


All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

i Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Specialists 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 


5 Year Guarantee On All Work 



Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 


www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 


West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 


• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


HOUSEHOLD- 

_ U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ^est^ 
™ Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V.—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ✓ 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


Wa 


Window Specialists 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 


Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



yoOr ^ 
business - 


Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 



To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


JB 


E-mail us at... 

debbie.florence@expressandstar.co.uk 


JB 


Post to... 

Debbie Florence, Halesowen Chronicle, Black 
Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 




Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 




Family 


MINIVATOR STAIRLIFT can be 

seen working £130. Electric reclin¬ 
ing armchair, used but as new con¬ 
dition £225. 01902 334730. 
MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


elderly & disabled 


world 

^Mobility < -;J 

NEW Electric Scooters from only £535 
Second hand from £300 



We offer excellent customer 
service and aftercare on all 
our products. 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 
OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


Leisure 

Time 


INllHll 


CARAVAN STEP 

lightweight, as new, unused. 5 
pole wind breaker, as new, still 
wrapped. 

Water hog, nearly new. 

£40 the lot. 

01902 337990/07951 533963. 


inraHirrciLE 


ABI DAYSTAR, 1996, 2-berth, full 
awning, cassette toilet, Alko 
hitchlock plus extras, ready to go, 
£1,750 o.n.o. 07887 593617. 


COMPASS LYNX 340/2 

Oven, fridge, G/E Water heater, 
blinds, fly screens, Isabella 
awning, Alco hitch. 

All accessories. 
Excellent condition. 
£1,650. 

01902 738257. 


ELDDIS TYPHOON XL, 4 berth, 
1994, very good condition, end 
bathroom, awning, cover, many 
extras, ready togo,£1,195ono. 

07910 579449. 

FIAT SEICENTO 03 reg, tow car with 
A frame, full MoT, 43,000 miles. 
£900 ono. 01922 415545. 


SALOP LEISURE 

Over 150 New and Pre Owned Touring 
Caravans and Motorhomes in stock. Prices 
starting from £1,995 Swift, Sprite, Sterling, 
Bailey, Elddis, Coachman, Bessacarr. 

7 day service department. 2015 PRACTICAL 
CARAVAN DEALER OF THE YEAR. 

For more info call Paul on 07872 671153 


HOLIDAY HOME 

2008 Caprice 4 berth, on beau¬ 
tiful park near Ludlow. Double 
glazing, CH, HTG, ensuite, 
family shower room. Immacu¬ 
late. New entrance ramp and 
decking. £19,950 ono. 

01584.. 


\ 831617. 


ISABELLA PORCH AWNING 

729, fibre glass poles, very 
good condition, used 4 times, 
£400. Pair of camping chairs, 
Quest Elite, £25. Pair of towing 
wing mirrors £10. 

07704 783159. 


PEMBERTON STATIC VAN, 

35ft x 12ft, To be sold off site. 
3-Bedrooms. Recently refurbished. 
£5,000. o.n.o. 07963 700928. 


SENATOR WYOMING 

2008, twin axle, fixed bed, large 
end bathroom, TV, Hi-Fi, 
microwave, alarmed, non 
smokers, no pets, 
excellent condition, 
£9,000 ono. 

07790 942277/ 01952 608304. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MAXUS CAMPER 

2007, 2 owners, 15k miles, 2- 
berth, LWB, high top, 2.5VM 
diesel, MoT Dec 2015, FSH, 
bed, hook up, 100 watt solar, 
oak kitchen, wash room, 
Thetford toilet, alloys, electric 
step, grap rails. 

Other accessories available. 

£ 10 , 000 . 

01902 737671. 


MUST BE SEEN 


STATIC CARAVAN 
ON ANGELSEY 

Corner pitch overlooking nice 
stream. Private parking. Village 
location, 1 mile from beacn, 
Pets welcome. 

£9,950 inc site fees 2015. 
07462 719969. 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft. 

Two bedrooms. 

On quiet farm site near 
Bridgnorth. 

Fishing and woodland walks. 
Site fees paid till end 2015. 

£14,950. 

01746 

861192. 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


NEW 2015 STATIC CARAVAN 
£19,995 - Willerby Aurora 35 x 12 

Two Bedrooms, Double Glazing, 
Central Heating. Available now on 
over 200 holiday park locations 
across the Heart Of England, 
Mid Wales & the Mid Wales Coast. 
Free Buyers Guide available call 
Scott on 07803290682 


THREE BED STATIC 
CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, with large decking, 
on quiet site in Llanbrynmair, 
Mid Wales, with 2 fishing pools, 
no age limit on caravans 

£5,000. 

Telephone 07555 303350. 



VW MOTORHOME APACHE 
DIESEL AUTO 2.4 

4-berth. L reg. 

Very rare. Full year MoT. 
New mattress. 39,000 miles. 
Fiamma storage box. 
TV/CD. Fully equipped. 
Personal plates. 

£8,000 ono. 

07989 538181. 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

28 x 10, 2 bedrooms, On quiet 
park with two fishing pools in 
Mid Wales. Site fees included 
for 2015. Dog friendly. 

£3 000 

Telephone 07922 351352. 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Any berth caravan wanted. 
Can pick up asap. 

Call on 07717 090817. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



holiday homes 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME For sale 
on 5* park. Fishing lake, bar, 
restaurant. Child and pet friendly 20 
acres walking woodland. £19,995 
Inc site fees 01568 708326. 


self catering | 
V holidays I 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA Self catering 
holiday apartments disabled facili¬ 
ties pet friendly 01278 794111 
www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



I antique fairs 1 

BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm Centre, 
Sunday, 16th August, Est 1979, 
Waverley. 0121 550 4123. Next 
antique/coll fair, Sunday 6th Sep 
(also Bromsgrove every Friday) 


markets 


n 




OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


Home & 
Services 


BERESFORD MAHOGANY combi¬ 
nation unit, very good condition. 
£450 ono. Buyer must collect. 
01902 661446. 



DOUBLE BED 

Deep base and luxury mattress, 
as new, in wrapper, unwanted 
gift, cost £199, can deliver. 

£99. 

07972 525078. 


OAK DISPLAY UNIT, 6ft 4inH x 2ft 
8inW x 14inD, 3 glass shelves with 
internal light, excellent condition, 
£180 o.n.o. 07813 535239. 

PRIORY WOODEN BAR, with bottle 
and glasses space. £50 ono. 

Telephone 01902 276450. 

TWO SEATER settee and chair and 
a very large pouffee stool in maroon 
leather, all to match. £100. 

01384 568656. 


BRAND NEW Eye level, double 
oven separate grill fits in housing. 
Electric. Cost over £600 will accept 
£245.01902 341611. 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



Classified Ids 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


JAPANESE KOI from £10 to £750. 
Central Koi Telford, Wyevale 
Garden Centre. 01952 604499 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
•Watches* Costume Jewellery »0ld toys 

• Clocks* Paintings* All silver 

• Chinese items* Old Ivory, 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


CHAIN BROTHERS wanted, 2 leg or 
4 leg, up to 6 tonnes. 

07707 046459. 

JAKES MUSEUM WANTS: 50’s 
Juke Box, J2 Pedal Car, Chopper 
Mark 1 etc, etc: Telephone 07930 
949337 or 01384 484309. 


dition, cash paid. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



“ £^£©569357 


blinds 


Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


builders 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 



Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 



gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 
garden. 25 years experience. C< 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


house clearances 


painters 

decorators 


n 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING all aspects. 
0121 532 7601 / 07875 387445. 
www.rooferwestmidlands.com 


skip hire 



a 


=jurz 

=i:uzi=t 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


[tiHHUlin 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

FOUR WHEEL cart, Phaeton, as 
new, rubber channels, ideal for 
weddings, 14.2-16hh. £975. 07761 
379384. Can deliver. 

SET OF HARNESS with Collar to fit 
14.2hh - 16hh, as new, trade set, 
horse shoe buckles. £375. 07761 
379384. 


SAFE TRADITIONAL 
BLACK AND WHITE COB 
MARE 

15.2HH, beautifully marked, 5 


some tack. 07938 598881. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


JACK RUSSELL cross Chihuahua, 
11 months old, £150. 01384 
233910. 


JAPANESE KOI FOR SALE 

Healthy show quality Koi. 
Various sizes 
From £40 upwards. 
Featherstone 
07941 395757. 


PEN 5FT WIDE X 15FT LONG, suit¬ 
able for dogs, cats, poultry, very 
well made. £225 ono. 

07799 756871. 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am -5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


r 


A 


Business & 
Farming 


mum 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



commercial ] 
V premises I 

VARIOUS UNITS TO LET, 

Good rates, Brierley Hill Town 
Centre. 

Contact anytime and 
please leave message 

01746 710179. 


BOY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

ft 




Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a mill fan people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE-01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

*S0URCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 




































































































































































01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


ClassifiedAds 31 


BC 

m 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


* We are a family run local business. 

► Buying properties for over 30 years. 

> A fair offer from people you can trust. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 


Text To 

GOAL 88802 


and we will call you back now 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 




CASH NOW I properties ** 


FOR YOUR HOUSE 


SELL FAST 

F Property investor needs properties in your a r& 
F Cash payments 
F We will cover all your fees 
F Quicker service 


01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


pinK 

A run by women 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 


1 Any condition 

Subject to terms 


01902 628060 
0800 


Lines open I in 
24 hours a day, 

7 days a week 


we can 

your 

house 


» No Fees* • An y area* 

» Any property • Repossessions stopped 
» Any condition • Deceased estates 
» Free confidential 


0800 160 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


«lfi Wf M s f 

fill WE PAY more! 





n e 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first - highest prices paid 


01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 



pay 100% of purchase price 


Call now for the best price on your house 


ANY PRICE! 


A\ 24 hours 0800 783 282 
V oMlndl°ne e 01384 226081 


Dewmark 

Homes 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


SICK 

■ of trying to sell your house 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Q1 922 689023 


Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 62804Y 
0800 633 5226 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 


0800 633 5226 / 
01922 689023 




01384 226086 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 


□ 




Property 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

FORGET THE REST and call me 
now for a best cash offer. 
01543 499032 


HAVE CASH TO SPEND on buying 
houses and I pay more than the 
rest, 01922 689023 


WE ALWAYS PAY MORE 

for the best price now. 
Call Aardvark 0121 308 7786 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

CODSALL5 bed detached house, 
two receptions, dining room, 
garden. £995 pern. 07890 503574. 


parking, 

673330. 


garden, £380pcm. 07877 


THREE BED DETACHED, Pende- 
ford, W-ton, CH, parking, excellent, 
no DSS, £550pcm. 01902 781997. 
TWO BEDROOM flat to let, 
Market Square, Wolverhampton. 
£550pcm. No Dhss. 07877 241704. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Ring Paul 24/7localon 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



TETTENHALL 

Five bed character house for 
sale. Foxwood, 72 Wrottesley 
Road, Tettenhall, WV6 8SF. 
Open Day, Saturday, August 
15th. Calf House Network for 
appointment. 
£540,000 ono 
01245 930165 


LAND FOR SALE IN SOUTH 
WEST FRANCE 

Five miles from Perigueux City, 
the Captial of the Dordogne 
Building permission would be 
available for the plot which has 
had the trees and roots 
removed also levelled ready for 
building on, if required a rep¬ 
utable construction company 
can acquire permission to build 
the plot is 66 metres x 26 metres 
= 1716 sq metres. 

The District is Chancelade 
similar to Wightwick, near 
Wolverhampton, the price is 
48,000 euros. 

Phone 07891 558624. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


DARYLN 

A BEAUTIFUL TWO 
BEDROOMED MOBILE 
HOME. 

Immaculate condition. 
Must be seen to be 
appreciated. Quality. 

Sited in Coven, near the famous 
Bront. 

£85,000. 

Fully furnished if necessar 

Telephone 07908 


Jobs 


SSMV Driver rrainii^SS 

DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 

HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV&LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 




BRICKLAYER REQUIRES Work, 
anything considered. 

07871 194208. 




AUDI A4 2.0 TDi 

Estate, automatic, 55 reg, full 
service, excellent condition. 

£2,875 ono. 

07474 057704. 


Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


PART TIME GENTS STYLIST 

Barber experioece essential, Hale¬ 
sowen area Tel 0121 422 1312. 


BMW 120D SE 2004,117,000 Miles, 
Silver, electric windows, air con, 
Mot 02/16, Diesel - drives 
well£3,000 ono 07761532710 
FORD KA 1.3 Edge, 2012, blue, 
17,600 miles, FSH, 12 months 
MoT. £4,500. 

01902 657299. 


full time - general 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



aalco 

EXPERIENCED INTERNAL SALES PERSON 

Must have a successful track record within the 
metals industry and be able to demonstrate, drive, 
ambition and the ability to build relationships with a 
variety of different customers. 

Based at our site in Halesowen, the successful 
candidate will see all the benefits associated with 
working for a large business. 

To apply, please send CV & covering letter to 
Jo Pearson - jopearson@aalco.co.uk 


CALL 


01902 

^787^ 


VAUXHAL CORSA SXi 1.2 16v 

Twinport 2006, 35,000 miles, silver, 
ABS, electrics, FSH, alarm, long 
MoT, alloys. Showroom condition. 
£2,600. 07940 739084. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 

2001, blue, 5-dr, 32,000 miles, 
full dealer service history, 7 
months MoT, one former 
owner, electrics, Air con, alloys, 
very good condition. 

£1,499. 

07525 536767 


FORD FOCUS 2.0 TITANIUM 
SALOON AUTOMATIC 

55 reg, petrol, MoT April, 
heatecf leather seats, parking 
sensors, alloy wheels, 58,000 
miles, very good condition. 

£2,800 ono 
07807 869209. 


LEXUS IS220D 

2009, 24,000 miles, (only 
used on long journeys and 
holidays), metallic slate. All 
extras, one owner, fsh, 4 new 
tyres. Excellent condition. 
£8,650. 

01694 724664. 


PEUGEOT 407SW 2007, 68,000 
miles, 10 months MoT, 2.0HDi, 
Automatic, £2,500. 07870 558755. 

SKODA FABIA ESTATE 1.6 SE 

Diesel. 45k, 10 reg, FSH, 60mpg, 
Immaculate. £4,995. Geniune 
callers only. 07850 330 251 


SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 









































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 13, 2015 


32 ClasslfIedAds 


SKODA OCTAVIA1.6 

2011, 55,800 miles, grey, abs, 
electric windows / mirrors, air 
bag, air con, alarm, MoT, 
metallic, central locking, one 
owner, alloys, stereo, sat nav. 
£6,200 ono 
07870 508532. 


TOYOTA COROLLA SR 

1.6 petrol, 56 plate, 15k miles, 
12 months MoT, FSH, blue. 
£4,250. 

TOYOTA RAV 4 

3dr, 52k miles, 54 plate, 2.0 
petrol, 12 months MoT, FSH, 
silver. 

£3,250. 

01902 761208. 


TOYOTA YARIS 
T SPIRIT, 1.33. 

5 dr, hatchback, 2011, Red, 
23,000 miles, 8 months MoT. 
Excellent condition. 

P4 QQ5 

01384277190. 


TOYOTA YARIS T SPIRIT 1.3, 

2004, 28k, e/w, s/r, MoT Dec 2015, 
owned last 10 years, excellent con¬ 
dition, £2,500 ono. 0121 602 3053. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA White, 2012, 
1.7 Ecoflex, diesel, free road tax, 
MoT, excellent inside/out, econom¬ 
ical, £5,295 ono. 01902 637376. 

VOLVO C30 D5, 2007, 83,000 miles, 
silver, fsh, MoT, auto, diesel, 
leather interior, £5,200 ono. 

01384 355487. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ALFA ROMEO 2.0 T SPARK 

2000, MoT Feb 2016, FSH, 
PAS, Air con, blue, very well 
maintained, excellent condition. 

£495. 

07676 187878. 


BMW 316 COMPACT 
AUTOMATIC, 2000, 

W reg, lady owner, MoT, 
Service History. 82k. 

Must be seen. 
Excellent condition. 

£895ono. 

01384 823449. 


CITROEN SAXO 1.1, 2003, 52,000 
miles, silver, 11 months MoT, some 
service history, excellent condition. 
£895 ono. 07734 162908. 


FIAT PUNTO 1.2ELX 

2001, 31,000 miles, light blue, 
electric windows, air bag, long 
MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, one owner, pas 

£750 ono. 

07974 993880. 

FIAT PUNTO 2001, 92,800 miles, 
red, 5 doors, EW, airbag, MoT Aug 
31st, CL, CD. Good runner, dent in 
door £400 ono 07954 407365. 


FORD MONDEO DIESEL 2.0 
GHIA X ESTATE 

04 reg, silver, 6 speed, abs, 
heated seats, alloys, parking 
sensors, folding mirrors, s/h, 
long MoT, drives well. 

£1,195. 

Telephone 01384 258061 
or 07831 609261. 


LAND ROVER FREELANDER 

Kalahari, 2003, petrol, 1.8, 91,000 
miles, MoT till mid October, £1,300 
ono. 01902 338584. 


MAZDA PREMACY ADVANTI 

2001 X Reg, petrol, MoT Feb, 
AC, EW, PAS, ABS, tow bar, 
looks and drives lovely, high 
miles. 

Hence £550 ono. 
07908134383. 


NISSAN PRIMERA 1.6, 105,000 
miles, S reg, 12 months MoT, good 
condition and runner, £400. 

01902 780586. 

PEUGEOT 206 3dr, 04 reg, body¬ 
work needs attention. 

£400 ono. 

07952 978302. 


PEUGEOT 206 SPORT 

2004, 36,000 miles, metallic 
blue, electric windows, air bag, 
air con, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, Alloys, Stereo, 
CD. 

£1,350 

01902 798543. 


PEUGEOT 406 LXS 16 valve, alloys 
wheels, 4 months MoT, £350. 
01384 78588. 07572 836519 
RENAULT CLIO DYMANIQUE 16v, 
1.2, (04), full MoT, 70k. Excellent 
condition. £550. 07494 090052. 


RENAULT LAGUNA 1.9 DCi Est, 
2002, MoT Oct, EW, SR, alloys, CD 
changer, computer, high mileage 
hence £450.ono 07737 600541. 


RENAULT MEGANE 

2005,81,000 miles, 1.6 petrol, 4 
door, new battery, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, 
minor damage to nearside sill 
easy repair. £795. 

Call 07789 696284 or 
07500 775351. 


ROVER 75 1.8 AUTO 2002, 38,000 
miles, silver, 3 owners, SH, service 
and MoT, very good condition 
£1,420. 01952 884481. 

TOYOTA COROLLA VERSO 2.0 
LITRE. 75,000 miles. B reg. No 
MoT. £950. 01902 949350 


TOYOTA RAV 4, 1998, 147,540 
miles, blue, electric windows, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, long MoT, sunroof, 
D/socket towbar, £750 ono. 

01562 639201. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 12v, 03 
plate, 10 months MoT, new 
exhaust, £700 ovno. 

07754 550788. 

VAUXHALL OMEGA 02 reg, 6 
months MoT, gas conversion, very 
good condition for age, £495 ono. 
07733 272900. 

VW GOLF 1.9 TDi, 51 reg, 5-dr 
hatch, met green, PAS, remote CL, 
Mot, all electric, FSH, valour inte¬ 
rior, CD, £1495ono. 07813 595440. 


VW POLO 1.2 S 

03 plate. 5 door. Hatchback. 
Petrol. 87,000 miles. CD. A/C. 
FSH. New clutch. 

New MoT.Good and clean. 

£1,250. 

01902 336421 / 07977 
208733. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



FORD ESCORT 55 VAN 

1800 diesel, white, 2001 plate, 
good running order, 6 months 
MoT, 81,000 miles. 

£800 ono. 

01299 871029. 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4 HDi VAN 

2005 

45,000 miles warranted, mint, 

£2,495. 

01922 495631 / 07768 
841443. 


PEUGEOT PARTNER 600LX 1.9 

diesel Panel van, 2005,109k Miles, 
Mot Oct 15. Ply Lined. Good condi¬ 
tion. £1,100 ono 07919387115 
VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN, 1.7, 
CDTi, 2006, silver, AC, alloys, 
service history, 82k, very good con¬ 
dition, £1,850. 07754 193538. 
VAUXHALL COMBO VAN 1.7TDI, 
2004, 54 plate, 156,000 miles, 
white, 8 months MoT, ply lined, 
17inch TSW alloy wheels, £800. 

07950 174983. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



HARLEY DAVIDSON SPORT 

XL883C 2010 PEARL WHITE 
1200 MILES ONLY SHOW 
ROOM CONDITION TAX & 
MOT 

£5,100 ono 
07778814394 


KAWASAKI ZR750 FI 1999. Good 
condition. 23k miles, long MoT. 
New chain-sprokets-pads. £1,150. 
Wolverhampton: 07754 121452. 
KAWASAKI ZR750 FI. 1999. Good 
condition. 23k miles, long MoT. 
New chain-sprokets-pads. £1,250. 
Wolverhampton: 07754 121452. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


01902 562853 
07895 346811-24 hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110/0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guaranatee b 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



mobile | 

mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service t 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 





Local 

Inioimation 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11 pm. 0121 472 7281. 


CLASSY BLONDE LADY 
40’S 

Requires female Friend for 
chats, outings, occasional fun 
nights out. 

Genuine replies only. 
Dudley area. 

Box Number PI 9984, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

FEMALE, SEEKING NEW 
FEMALE FRIENDS 

In Dudley and surrounding 
areas. 

For coffee, chats, lunch, days / 
nights out, holidays etc. 
Great sense of humour 
required. Age range 40-50. 
Loads of fun and laughter 
guaranteed. 

Box Number PI 9979 , 
Express and Star, 
Oueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CREMATION PLOT for sale, for 4 
people, Bilston Cemetery. 

01902 791047. 

I AM TRYING TO FIND A 
MISS S. COX 

Originally from Shifnal but 
worked at Riggs Hall, 
Shrewsbury, last known to be 
living in Wolverhampton. 

I am a Mrs Christine Evans, 
formerly Christine Bailey and 
she was my Bridesmaid in 
October 1959. 

Please can anyone with any 
information please write to me 
at the following address: 

Box Number PI 9991 , 
Express and Star, 
Oueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


HONDA CBF125 

black, 64 reg, only 775 miles, 
like new. 

Bargain £2,000 ono. 
Telephone 07970 678930. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Titford Lane, Rowley Regis) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Titford Lane, Rowley Regis between Birchfield Lane and Winchester Close other 
than in a south easterly direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
is expected to be completed by 27/08/15, effective from 25/08/15. Alternative route 
for north westerly bound vehicles via York Road, Penncricket Lane, and Oldbury Road. 
Purpose - to excavate and repair a damaged sewer - Amey/Severn Trent Water. 



Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks 
loving male to mend heart age 
39/40. Text only to Mailbox 
No: 4869116 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4292 Box 
No: 418117 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive 
female, long blonde hair, blue 
eyes, loves travel, wining/dining, 
WLTM genuine male for mutual 
companionship. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418609| 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4299 Box No: 418167 


young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unim¬ 
portant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418577| 

ANN, young looking 40yrs 
seeks broadminded man of any 
age/location for no strings dis¬ 
creet times, games and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4294 Box No: 
412369 

VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde 
who knows just what she wants, 
looking for caring male for spon¬ 
taneous fun relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418445 | 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 

Tel No: 0906 515 4295 Box No: 
366019 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly 

female looking to meet a tall, 
slim, fit, mature male who thinks 
he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418369 | 
MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and 
bored. Call if you want no 
strings fun. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4550198 
JO 55, curvy redhead, loves 
eating out, theatre, travel, look¬ 
ing for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my 
feet. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4464905 

KELLY, 42yrs, loves to chat and 
flirt with guys on-line and by text. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4656847 

GENUINE lady looking for gen¬ 
uine male, age 58-60, for friend¬ 
ship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to 
hear from you. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4537136 
MINDY, American lady moved 
to UK and looking to meet 
British chap for chats, fun, more. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes 
reading, nights out, seeks gent 
for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418277| 

TARA, 32, own successful busi¬ 
ness but very shy and lonely 
seeks confident chap. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4646629 
68YR old widow, attractive, 
seeks sincere, N/S male, likes 
reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414773 
WENDY, 40, slimTlit, bubbly 

female looking to meet a tall, 
slim, fit, mature male who thinks 
he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418369 | 
EILEEN, slim green eyed 
brunette likes meals out and 
cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and 
brighten up her day. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347| 

FEMALE fun brunette, attrac¬ 
tive, 26, seeking male for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416287| 


gent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417195 | 


YOUNG early 40's female, 
GSOH, kind, caring, consider¬ 
ate, seeks male for friendship, 
possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 | 
CAROL 49, attractive, green 
eyed blonde, honest warm 
hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals 
out and travel seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4283683 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, 
blue eyes, 5ft 10, slim build, 
looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4435776 

HEATHER, 34, single very 
attractive brunette, sensual and 
interesting, looking to add to 
life’s experiences and adven¬ 
tures with professional male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418193| 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a 
bit of love and affection? Then 
I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

418169| 

JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! 
Looking for non complicated fun 
times. Attractive, discreet, 
OHAC, you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418089| 

MID naughty forties female look¬ 
ing fun, thrills and discreet 
meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with 
own accommodation. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

409109| 

EMMA, 43, easygoing female 
looking to broaden her horizons, 
WLTM similar male for romantic 
liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009 I 
SHARON, 48, tall slim attrac¬ 
tive, live alone with no ties, love 
romanticising and WLTM man 
for good times together, maybe 
more. Any age. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 417751 | 


Men seeking women 


TALL dark, attractive white 
male, 57, seeks attractive, 
Asian/black female for discreet, 
daytime fun, 20-45. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417483| 

ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, profes- 
sional gent, GSOH, likes sports, 
socialising, good company, 
seeking female with GSOH for 
laughs, conversation and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415969 
GUY 57, 5'11 looking for no 
strings fun with same-minded 
slim lady. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4495128 

GLYNN 49, young looking, 
seeks black female, 21-30 for 
loving relationship and fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416603 | 

GOOD looking 36 years old guy 
seeking a lady to have a lasting 
friendship/relationship with. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4856812 
51 year old male divorced, good 
sense of humour, likes walks 
and animals, looking for a bal¬ 
anced lady to share happy times 
with. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4860244 

MALE seeking female, 45 plus, 
status unimportant, discretion 
assured for fun times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

418481 | 

GLYNN 49, young looking, 
seeks black female, 21-30 for 
loving relationship and fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416603| 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman 
would like to meet a lady, any 
age/race for discreet daytime 
fun. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4853198 

TIM, easygoing honest male, 
discreet, uninhibited, seeks sim¬ 
ilar non-conformist averagely 
attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 375065 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per minute plus network charges 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply 26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per minute plus network charges 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TALL, dark, attractive guy, 49, 
seeks attractive, younger 
female for fun times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 316752 
PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with 
own house and own car, I have 
a good sense of humour and I 
like going out, I'm looking for the 
right girl for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Call me when you can. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465 | 

COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, roman¬ 
tic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have 
a vintage tractor that I play with 
from time to time. Looking for 
similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418463| 

NEILI5T, GSOH, WLTM, a car- 

ing, sensitive lady for romantic 
nights and possible LTR, 32-56. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4670827 

SINGLE male, likes camping, 
walking, cycling, dogs, sightsee¬ 
ing, WLTM n/s healthy female 
for companionship. West 
Midlands safari park area. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4845428 


VERY fit 5'8 sporty attractive, 
pro Black male seeks lady 35- 
58, any nationality for tactile 

LTR. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4844360 

COLIN 48, seeks large cuddly 
lady 47-56 for LTR/Romance. 
Single Mums welcome. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4730876 
JOHN 26, GSOH, likes the out¬ 
doors, wine and good food, 
medium athletic build, WLTM 
older woman for fun and friend¬ 
ship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4488256 

LONELY male, 57, seeks 
Chinese/Jamaican/Romanian 
male/female for friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418245 

WIDOWER 70's, lonely, educat¬ 
ed, well travelled, reliable, tac¬ 
tile, seeks fun, N/S lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416481 | 

VICTOR, retired, 5ft 8ins, pro¬ 
fessional, seeks N/S lady for 
fun, friendship and happy times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
309157 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for 
each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before 
contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings 
can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To 
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DRIVETIMEas 


California dreaming ... 


Volkswagen Commercial Vehi¬ 
cles has announced pricing for 
the latest generation California, 
ahead of UK dealers starting to 
take orders for the new camp- 
ervan from next week and first 
deliveries before the end of the 
year. 

Prices start at £37,657 for the Beach 
model. Continuing a campervan tradi¬ 
tion which spans more than 60 years, 
the Volkswagen California is the only 
vehicle in its class to be designed, en¬ 
gineered and built in-house. 

The new California is available in two 
trim levels - Beach and Ocean - and 
with a choice of three 2.0-litre engines 
ranging in power from 102 to 204 PS. 
All are EU6 compliant and feature Blue- 
Motion Technology modifications to 
give fuel consumption and emissions 



figures which have been lowered by up 
to 15 per cent. A 4MOTION four-wheel 
drive version is also offered in conjunc¬ 
tion with the 150 PS or range-topping 
204 PS powerplant. 

Entry to the California range starts with the 
Beach model which offers up to seven seats 
and sleeping space for four. The bench- 
seat easily folds to convert to a two-berth 
bed across the width of the vehicle, while a 
manual pop-up roof gives access to a further 
double bed. A fold-out table and chairs are 
cleverly stored in the sliding door and tail¬ 
gate, while an integrated awning makes for 
a comfortable and practical camping expe¬ 
rience. 

The Beach is available with a 2.0-litre 
102 PS TDI engine with a five-speed man¬ 
ual gearbox, and a 2.0-litre TDI 150 PS with 
a six-speed manual or seven-speed DSG 
transmission. 

The California Ocean replaces the SE 
model from the previous generation, with 
prices starting from £47,840 (RRP OTR inc 
VAT). 

Customers can choose from two engines 
with either 150 or 204 PS and six-speed man¬ 
ual or seven-speed DSG gearboxes. 4MO- 
TION four-wheel drive variants mean the ul¬ 
timate ‘home from home’ can go further and 
wider afield. 

The Ocean also adds an electro-hydraulic 
pop-up roof with lighting, plus a kitchenette 
with two rings, a fridge and sink. 

The new generation California adds a host 
of safety, comfort and convenience features. 
These include a driver alert system, brake 
assist and an automatic post-collision brak¬ 
ing system, as well as the option to add inno¬ 
vations such as adaptive cruise control, front 
assist and city emergency braking for safer 



‘The California remains 
a unique offering by 
being the only 
factory-built camper 
van on the market.’ 


and more relaxed cruising. In the cabin 
the California gains a new ‘premium’ dash¬ 
board (optional on Beach) with wide centre 
console and car-like feel, plus the latest in¬ 
fotainment system, DAB digital radio, Blue¬ 
tooth and new multi-function display. 

A new cupholder as well as new fabrics, 
leathers and plastics enhance the ambi¬ 
ence inside. 

For more information or to register your 
interest in the new California, please visit 
your local Authorised Van Centre or go to 
www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk 


Since its launch in 1988, the California 
has become the benchmark vehicle in the 
campervan sector. 22,000 examples of the 
first T3 California models were produced - 
with the T4 version recording 39,000 sales. 
More than 50,000 examples of the outgo¬ 
ing T5 version have been sold to date. The 
California remains a unique offering by 
being the only factory-built camper van on 
the market. 

Production of the new model will con¬ 
tinue at Volkswagen’s bespoke assembly 
facility in Hanover, Germany. 
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Top tips for used buyers 


Used car demand has tailed 
off slightly due to the holiday 
period while the SUV market 
continues to go from strength 
to strength.One of the current 
best buys is the Porsche Box- 
ster. 

“The Porsche Boxster represents 
great value as a used car and many 
envious onlookers will think the 
buyer has spent a bucket load more 
cash than they actually have,” said 
Gavin Amos, head of valuation ser¬ 
vices at My Car Check. 

My Car Check, a leading consumer 
vehicle data provider, has saved millions 
of people from making an expensive 
used car mistake. 

In its monthly bulletin its used car ex¬ 
perts reveal significant trends in the UK 
market and choose a ‘car of the month’. 

“Even at around ten years old, the 
ageing second generation 987 variants 
still look fresh today,” said Amos. Box¬ 
ster offers an exhilarating drive no matter 
which engine you choose and the chas¬ 
sis is nothing short of superb. 

“When it comes to negotiating, re¬ 
member, as well as revealing a car’s his¬ 
tory, My Car Check also provides vehi¬ 
cle valuations - a great tool for haggling 
with dealers or private sellers.” 

As to market trends, Amos said: ‘July 
brings little change to the used car mar¬ 
ket. Although demand has tailed off 
slightly due to the holiday period, used 
values remain relatively stable. 

“Only older vehicles, in particular 
those with higher than average mileage, 


have seen reductions this month, mostly 
just one to two per cent. 

“With the downsizing trend contin¬ 
uing, Corsa, Fiesta and the Korean 
competition are thriving. The SUV mar¬ 
ket continues to go from strength to 
strength and every manufacturer wants 
a piece of the action. Nearly all are either 
already selling, or in the process of un¬ 
veiling, new variants. 

“Renault are entering the fold with 
new Kadjar, Suzuki have the new Vi- 
tara and Seat are about to launch a 
new A-SUV model. These will create 
an even more congested sector with 
consumers spoilt for choice. During the 
holiday season we historically experi¬ 
ence a plateau in enquiry levels, allow¬ 
ing dealers to focus on new registration 
orders for delivery in September,” said 
Amos. 

Check 

My Car Check’s parent company, CDL 
Vehicle Information Services, performs 
over a million look-ups a day for com¬ 
panies including AutoExpress, Compa- 
reTheMarket, Confused.com, Go-Com¬ 
pare, Moneysupermarket, Swiftcover, 
Tesco Compare and WhatCar? 

It uses up-to-the-minute data from the 
police, the Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA), the Association of Brit¬ 
ish Insurers (ABI) and all major finance 
houses, including Lloyds TSB and 
Santander. 

To help UK consumers make the right 
choice, My Car Check can confirm in 
seconds whether your potential pride 
and joy has ever been scrapped, sto¬ 
len or written-off, has any money owing 
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Heathens 
title hopes 
are still very 
much alive 

CRADLEY skipper Max Clegg in¬ 
sists the club’s title hopes are still 
alive after their stunning win over 
runaway leaders Birmingham. 

The Heathens are now entering 
a run of away meetings, starting at 
Stoke on Saturday, as they aim to 
close the gap on their Perry Barr 
track sharers and turn up the 
pressure. 

Said Clegg: “I’m just so pleased 
we were able to get the win to keep 
our chances of the title alive, be¬ 
cause if we’d have lost we know 
that would have been it. 

“It’s still going to be very diffi¬ 
cult, and we can’t really afford any 
slip-ups, but if we can approach 
every meeting like that Birming¬ 
ham meeting then we should keep 
on winning. 

“We’ve got our hardest meeting 
out of the way and won it, so we 
are definitely capable of winning 
our remaining meetings. 

“We’ve got three away meetings 
coming up which won’t be easy, 
but I think if we are at our best 
we can win them all which would 
move us right up there with Bir¬ 
mingham. 

“All we can do now is focus on 
our own meetings, and if we can 
keep winning over the rest of the 
season that’s bound to put some 
pressure on Birmingham. 

“We have to keep believing we 
can go all the way .We’ve been 
aiming from the start of the year 
to defend our title.” 

Heathens are without the in¬ 
jured Nathan Greaves on Satur¬ 
day along with Matt Williamson 
who is on Premier League duty for 
Workington. 

Their next home meeting at 
Perry Barr is on Wednesday Au¬ 
gust 26 against King’s Lynn. 


Clark commits 
to Villa with 
five-year deal 

CIARAN Clark has signed a new 
five-year contract with Villa. 

The 25-year-old defender as¬ 
cended through Villa’s youth-team 
ranks to become a key member of 
the first team. 

He said: “I’m absolutely thrilled 
to sign a new contract. I’ve been at 
Villa since I was a kid and I want 
to continue to play for this fantastic 
football club. 

“Everyone is looking forward to 
the new season and I’m delighted 
to be going into the opening game 
on Saturday knowing my long-term 
future has been sorted.” 

Manager Tim Sherwood added: 
“It’s great news. Ciaran wears his 
heart on his sleeve. 

“You know what you’re going 
to get from Ciaran - he gives 
everything for the cause and that’s 
all you can ask for as a manager.” 


Cradley triumph in thrilling derby 


CRADLEY kept their National League title ambi¬ 
tions alive as they edged a nail-biting 46-44 triumph 
over co-tenants Birmingham in a dramatic encoun¬ 
ter at Perry Barr. 

The depleted Heathens showed plenty of grit and 
determination to overcome the absence of Matt Wil¬ 
liamson due to injury to claim local bragging rights 
in a tense last-heat decider. 

They appeared set for a long night when skipper 
Max Clegg suffered mechanical gremlins on the 
opening lap of heat one - but he bounced back in 
style to notch 11 + 1 points as himself and the in-form 
Ellis Perks spearheaded a strong team performance. 


After reserve duo Arron Mogridge and Tyler Go- 
vier had combined to give the Heathens an early lead 
in heat two, Perks pulled off a remarkable ride to 
force his way past Zach Wajtknecht before picking 
off Sam Chapman for victory in heat three. 

With Clegg comfortably leading heat five, partner 
Michael Neale put pressure on Chapman causing 
him to hit the deck, moving the Heathens eight clear. 

Yet Birmingham hit back, capitalising on a fall for 
the hard-charging Perks in heat seven to strike a 
second successive heat advantage. 

With rain starting to fall, wins for Clegg and Perks 
moved Cradley six clear. 

Adam Ellis and Tom Perry struck a Brummies a 


5-1 in heat 13 before Wajtknecht rounded Darryl 
Ritchings on the final bend of the penultimate race. 

With a tense last-heat decider in prospect, Bir¬ 
mingham No.l Ellis rounded off a faultless 15 point 
maximum in perfect fashion but Clegg and Perks 
held their nerve to shut out Perry and ensure Crad¬ 
ley claimed three vital points. 

BIRMINGHAM 44: Adam Ellis 15, Tom Perry 
9+1, Zach Wajtknecht 9, Sam Chapman 4+1, Adam 
Kirby 4, George Hunter 2+1, Alex Wilson 1. 

CRADLEY 46: Ellis Perks 12, Max Clegg 11 + 1, 
Michael Neale 8 + 1, Darryl Ritchings 7 + 1, Arron 
Mogridge 6+1, Tyler Govier 2+1, Matt Williamson 
R/R. 


A message from 
Rudy in first hit 


Bournemouth 0 Villa 1 

RUDY Gestede scored 13 minutes 
into his Villa debut to secure a 1-0 
victory at newly-promoted Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The 6ft 4in striker, a £6million summer 
arrival from Blackburn, thumped home a 
header from an Ashley Westwood corner 
after coming on as a second-half substitute. 

Bournemouth, making their first top-flight ap¬ 
pearance in English football, dominated for large 
spells but spurned a number of good opportuni¬ 
ties against a largely lacklustre Villa side. 

Cherries boss Eddie Howe kept faith with the 
team which earned his side promotion to the 
big time with Josh King, a free signing from 
Blackburn, and goalkeeper Artur Bortuc the 
only fresh faces in his line-up. Veteran defender 
Sylvain Distin had to make do with a place on 
the bench. 

For Villa, without former captain Fabian 
Delph, now of Manchester City, and Christian 
Benteke, who joined Liverpool in a £32.5milllion 
deal, boss Tim Sherwood blooded six new sign¬ 
ings. 

Partnered 

Micah Richards, the club’s new captain, part¬ 
nered Ciaran Clark 

at the heart of Villa’s defence while Idrissa 
Gueye and Scott Sinclair, now a permanent 
player following his loan spell from Manchester 
City, also started for the visitors. 

Jordan Veretout, Jordan Amavi and Jordan 
Ayew were also handed their Villa bows. 

Bournemouth emerged to Queen anthem We 
Will Rock You in this most historic of matches, 
and the hosts did not let their supporters down, 
dominating the opening 45 minutes. 

Not long after the restart, the visitors finally 
called Boruc into action when Agbonlahor cut 
back for Ayew but his shot was well saved. 

With an hour gone, Sherwood handed Gestede 
his debut and he immediately caused the hosts 
problems. 

And with 72 minutes played, he provided the 
game’s defining moment. 

From Westwood’s corner, the giant striker 
leaped highest to break Bournemouth hearts. 
Bournemouth searched in vain for an equaliser. 


Amateur rider Sue is champion 



Champion Sue Knight with her trophy on Newydd Charlie Boy and Rachael Brown, from Solution Saddles 


AMATEUR horse rider Sue 
Knight, from Halesowen, is riding 
high in the saddler after coming 
back from a national contest as a 
champion. 

Knight is now the 2015 Com¬ 
bined Training 65cm Champion 
which she earned at the Specialist 
Equine Insurance Brokers(SEIB) 
Trailblazers National Champion¬ 
ships at Stoneleigh Park in War¬ 
wickshire. 


She won the honour riding her 
own 11-year-old gelding, Newydd 
Charlie Boy. 

The Championships are the 
culmination of the hard work put 
in by amateur riders who went 
through a two-round qualification 
process at 65 venues across the 
UK. 

Knight almost didn’t make it to 
the contest after she bought Char¬ 
lie as an unbroken two-year-old. 


She had a serious accident when 
another horse kicked her knee, 
leaving her unable to walk for a 
year, and she thought she may not 
be able to ride again. 

“I thought we were going to 
have to sell him, we even had 
someone come and look at him”, 
said Knight. 

However, a good friend helped 
her break and school Charlie 
whilst she was unable to ride. 


Hales hope 
to extend 
unbeaten run 
of games 

HALESOWEN head into their lo¬ 
cal derby at Stourbridge on Satur¬ 
day in good heart after extending 
their unbeaten run. 

Opening duo Kilbee and Steb- 
bings laid the foundations for their 
263-8 off 55 overs with an opening 
stand of 86 in their winning draw 
over Brewood. 

And they received solid support 
from Tarryck Gabriel, in his last 
game for the club before returning 
to St Lucia this week, who scored 
89 from just 74 balls. 

Brewood got off to a quick start 
in reply with opener Chris Tranter 
(21) only wanting to deal in bound¬ 
aries, but he was first out with the 
score on 37-1. 

Gabriel was brought on second 
change and took a triple wicket 
maiden in his first over which saw 
Brewood collapse to 51-5. 

After opener Cartwright (45) fell 
LBW to Rich Brooker the ‘Owen 
total was always out of reach and 
the home batters put up the shut¬ 
ters and batted out the draw. 

Brewood finished on 196-8 with 
Andrew Day undefeated on 59. 
Pick of the bowlers were Gabriel 
with 3-45 and Brooker 4-32. 

Skipper Brooker said: “Once 
again we put in a very solid batting 
performance with a platform set by 
Kilbee and Stebbings. 

“Gabriel converted the good 
start into a very good total in spin 
friendly conditions which was very 
pleasing. 

“A bright start from Brewood 
was stunted with five quick wick¬ 
ets which ended the game as a con¬ 
test, again this was very pleasing. 

Meanwhile, Halesowen second 
XI slipped to a home defeat to Old 
Hill and Shifnal take over at the 
top of the table. 
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Swimmers 
competing in 
new contest 

FIVE swimmers from Halesowen 
Swimming Club competed in the 
ASA National Summer Champion¬ 
ships at Ponds Forge International 
Pool Sheffield. 

New for 2015, this competition 
was for top-ranked English swim¬ 
mers who did not qualify in the 
earlier British Championships in a 
particular event. 

With swimmers consistently 
outperforming their personal best 
times, Josh Bradley made the Open 
50m butterfly and backstroke finals. 

Jack Simpson in the 14-year-olds 
100m freestyle and Kate Morrice the 
12/13years 50m freestyle finals. 

But the best placed finish of the 
week was by James Cuthbert who 
won the silver medal in the 14-year- 
olds 100m butterfly final. 
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Albion’s the 
best place for 
Saido,Taylor 

ALBION legend Bob Taylor wants 
goalscoring star Saido Berahino to com¬ 
mit himself to the Baggies and continue 
learning his trade at The Hawthorns. 

‘SuperBob’ says Berahino should re¬ 
sist any moves from bigger clubs to lure 
him away from the Baggies and make 
the most of regular first-team football to 
hone his skills. 

Berahino, who is set for fresh talks 
over a contract extension once he chooses 
a new agent, scored 20 goals last season 
to spark speculation about interest from 
the Premier League’s biggest clubs. 

But Taylor said: “He’s only a young 
striker and he has scored goals for us, 
but he hasn’t done much in the game to 
prove he can do it consistently. 

“So he needs to stay put with us and 
we need to look after him and nurture 
him and hopefully there will be new 
signings who come along up front who 
can help him if they’ve got experience. 

“Hopefully he can bang in another 20 
goals this season if not 25, and if he’s 
doing that with help from other strikers 
or attacking midfield players we will win 
more games than we lose. 

“He’s getting first-team football here. 
He’s the big fish in the small pond. 

“If he goes to another club, does he 
want to be sat on the bench week in, 
week out? 

“The money is there if he wants to go 
but I’m a big believer if you learn your 
trade somewhere where you’re already 
getting well paid then the money looks 
after itself. 

“Hopefully he will have a sensible 
head on his shoulders and people around 
him who will guide him.” 

Berahino’s return to form at the end 
of last season saw the Baggies climb 
away from relegation danger and Taylor 
is hopeful Pulis can mastermind further 
improvement this season. 

Peace committed 
to driving the 
Baggies forward 

CHAIRMAN Jeremy Peace insists he is 
ready to drive Albion on despite almost 
selling the club this summer. 

Peace says he is as committed as ever 
to improving the Baggies after calling 
a halt to his proposed sale to a Chinese 
consortium in the closed season. 

And Peace delivered a ringing en¬ 
dorsement of head coach Tony Pulis in 
the match programme for last night’s 
season opener against Manchester City 
at The Hawthorns. 

He wrote: “It became clear to me that 
this potential purchaser was unable to 
fulfil the terms of a good faith agree¬ 
ment. 

“I did not feel the club’s long-term 
stability and development would be best 
served by continuing discussions.” 

“It is worth noting that the club was 
the subject of widespread interest from 
other suitors and it was gratifying that 
all due diligence drew unanimous confi¬ 
dence in, and praise for, our club and its 
operations. 

“We remain in strong financial health 
and I can assure you I am as committed 
as ever to driving Albion forward.” 


Jittery Wolves come through in the end 


Wolves 2 Newport 1 

BENIK Afobe was once again on target - his 
second in two games this season, or fourth in 
consecutive games if you count pre-season - as 
Wolves nervously overcame plucky League Two 
side Newport County. 

The Welsh side took advantage of some slack 
early Wolves defending as Kenny Jackett’s team 
started a game on the back foot yet again, with 
Scott Boden scoring a shock early opener. 

But Nouha Dicko soon levelled and then Afobe 
won and converted a second half penalty. Despite 
some nervy moments Wolves saw it through to 
win their first League Cup game in Jackett’s 


Football 


reign. Jackett handed full debuts to goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martinez - signed on loan from Arsenal 
just hours earlier - and fellow loanee Sheyi Ojo. 

He surprisingly selected Matt Doherty on the 
right of midfield, and handed Afobe the armband 
for the first time in his Wolves career in a very 
strong XI. 

But, as against Blackburn on Saturday, Wolves 
made a slow start. 

And this time it cost them as Newport took a 
shock lead inside six minutes. 


Alex Rodman sent over a regulation cross from 
the right flank and there was the unmarked 
Boden in plenty of space to nod past a helpless 
Martinez. 

The 1,000 or so travelling Newport fans went 
crazy, but the rest of a sparsely-populated Mo- 
lineux was stunned into silence. 

The goal, far from waking Jackett’s team up, 
seemed only to unnerve them further. 

Doherty inexplicably dawdled across his own 
six-yard box. Conor Coady was again impressive 
in midfield and, just after he went in the referee’s 
notebook, the 22-year-old forced Day into a full- 
stretch save. 


INJURIES BRING 
END 10 MATCH 


City hand out heavy defeat 



Craig Gardner feels the full force of City’s Vincent Kompany during the match 


Halesowen Town 1 Tividale 1 

HALESOWEN’S final pre-sea- 
son friendly was abandoned 
nine minutes early with the 
scores level at 1-1. 

The game was stopped after Tividale 
striker Joel Ayettey and Halesowen 
goalkeeper Dan Platt suffered serious 
injuries. 

Referee Terry Holbrook took the decision to 
halt the game after Platt raced out of goal to 
meet a long ball and clashed heads with former 
Causeway United striker Ayettey, resulting in 
the home goalkeeper losing three teeth and Ay¬ 
ettey suffering a head cut and concussion. 

Halesowen made several changes from their 
midweek defeat and included Kyle Morrison from 
Alvechurch in defence. 

As play commenced, Craig Milligan’s fourth 
minute free-kick earned a corner for Tividale be¬ 
fore Tom Turner made a good save to turn Dean 
Waldron’s 10th minute snapshot away for a Yeltz 
corner. 

Platt collected Demetri Brown’s header two 
minutes later in even exchanges, officiated in 
Holbrook’s usual competent, no-nonsense style. 

Blazed 

There were few clear chances midway in the 
first half in the heat of the Grove although Isaac 
Cooper hit high after 22 minutes and Connor 
Collins then blazed high and wide from the right 
after Darius Darkin played the ball out. 

The visitors gained the upper hand late in the 
first half and Platt was forced to juggle a tricky 
shot from the right by Ashley Jackson after 35 
minutes. 

In the 42nd minute but Chris Sterling bal¬ 
looned the ball over the bar. 

The Dale took a deserved lead just a minute 
before half-time when Demetri Brown beat the 
home defence down the right and cut the ball 
back for Jahmel Taylor to control and slam home 
from 12 yards. 

The Yeltz were much livelier after the interval 
and equalised in the 48th minute when Collins 
converted a close-range header from Cooper’s 
cross. 

Elikem Amenku then headed a cross at goal¬ 
keeper Turner before the game was abandoned. 


West Brom 0 Man City 3 

ALBION’S season began with a heavy defeat 
as title hopefuls Manchester City turned on the 
style at The Hawthorns. 

City were on Easy Street in the first half as 
they cruised into a 2-0 lead thanks to a fortu¬ 
nate goal from David Silva and a fine one from 
Yaya Toure. 

And they added a third through captain 
Vincent Kompany after the break despite an 
improved showing from the Baggies, who had 
paraded record signing Salomon Rondon to the 
crowd before the game. 

It was a chastening start to the campaign for 


Tony Pulis’s men, but less daunting challenges 
await after a tough opening month. 

City made all of the early running with the 
Baggies struggling to retain possession. 

And even before the opening goal, new sign¬ 
ing James Chester had to make an important 
interception for the hosts to prevent David 
Silva getting the finishing touch to a Jesus 
Navas cross. 

City maintained their pressure and it was 
rewarded on nine minutes, although the goal 
came with a sizeable chunk of good fortune. 

Albion enjoyed a brief spell of pressure but 
they were soon back under the cosh and found 
themselves 2-0 down on 24 minutes. 


Hillman hits 
his hat-trick 
for shock win 

Wolverhampton Casuals 2 
Dudley Sports 3 

A Stuart Hillman hat-trick earned Dud¬ 
ley Sports a shock 3-2 West Midlands 
League Premier Division result when 
they grabbed an opening-day win at ri¬ 
vals Wolverhampton Casuals. 

The scoring was opened when Hillman 
struck in only the second minute of the 
game after he had robbed the ball from 
Casuals’ Ian Boswell. 

Hillman fired the ball beyond the 
reach of the outstretched Liam Stanton 
from 25 yards to put the ball into the 
net and put himself and his team on the 
scoreboard. 

Sports’ Aaron Gordon was the first 
player to be shown a yellow card in the 
match for kicking the ball away after 
the referee had blown his whistle for a 
free-kick. 

Casuals managed to dominate the play 
and deservedly brought the score level 
when Jon Huckfield headed home a Joe 
Davies corner. 

But Sports regained the lead just be¬ 
fore half-time when again it was Hill¬ 
man who rifled a fierce shot past Stanton 
from wide on the left to go into the break 
on top. 

However, Casuals soon got back on 
level terms with just two minutes of play 
gone in the second half. 

This time is was Jack Corns who was 
the man on target with his looping 35- 
yard shot leaving Sports keeper Aaron 
Collins very little chance of keeping the 
ball out of the net. 

Casuals’ Jay Holdcroft had his effort 
on goal ruled out for a foul before Hill¬ 
man headed home an 80th-minute win¬ 
ner and sealed his hat-trick to give TD 
the victory. 

Albion put striking 
duo up for offer 

ALBION have effectively put Victor An- 
ichebe and Brown Ideye up for sale as 
Tony Pulis looks to press ahead with his 
summer squad overhaul. 

The Baggies boss admits the pair are 
available for transfer after the arrival of 
Rickie Lambert and new £12m record 
signing Salomon Rondon. 

But the club face a potential financial 
hit if they want to offload one or both of 
the strikers to free up room on the Haw¬ 
thorns wage bill. 

“People will look at Victor and Browny 
and think they have to move on, but 
they have wanted to play more regular 
football anyway,” said Pulis. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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TRADERSHERE 


• Builders ♦ Roofers • Plumber* • Doubfe Glazing • Control Hooting ft Boilors 

• Electricians • Carpenters • Decorators • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Driveways 




























